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a;l:tfst and gye;xlv;;étjx_;q.‘@a‘x’fl:usi‘cian. Unless a
person possesses certain natural qualifications,
or can acquire them by cultivation, he would
vé?y likely make a faxlq;e:; of bee-keeping.
A?rfnong the necessary qualifications are perse-
v:é,r?.né.e, industry, continuity, of purpose, love of
bome more than of riches, a talent for looking
a#ér details, promptness, and at least tolerable
health. If he possesses all these, coupled with
a love for natural history and bogany, and is as
enthusiastic and qniiring as most one-idea men
are, he may concludé ‘tii), make bee-koeping a hfe
business—provided alv{rqy_:s, he has, or can ob-
tdin a favorable location. It would be folly .fOr
a person to expect the fullest success as a honey
producer on a bleak Dakota prairie, under the
present state of the art. Talk as we please of
the desirability or practicability of raising arti-
ficial pasture for bees, it has not yet been suc-
cessfully and economically done. Therefore, in
my judgment, unless in addition to' all the re-
quired qualifications, there is the natural honey
flora in abundance, it will be wise to couple bee-
keeping with some other pursuit. If the locality
is favorable, and the establishment of out-apiar-
ies is practicable, the business may be made
fairly remunerative.

As a rule, however, I believe that bees should
form a part of the surroundings of every ideal
rural home ; not only because it adds to the
beauty of the landscape picture, but because in
the economy of nature, bees are necessary to the
perfect fertilisation and fructification of the
vegetable kingdom, and that object can best be
attained by the proper distribution of the means
to accomplish the end sought. If bee-keeping
were in the hands of specialists only, it is quite
reasonable to suppose that some localities would
be over-stocked, while others would be destitute
of bees.

Why does every cottager persist in keeping
his pig, instead of leaving the matter of pork-
raising to the specialist 7 Because the pigisa
scavenger, utilising many scraps that would
othérwise go to waste. Bees are gleaners, also,
bringing many a golden drop from the waste
places of our imperfect agriculture.

1 believe in specialists to this extent : Every
person ougnt to know how to do some one thing
theroughly, and if his capacity is limited to the
acquisition of the knowledge necessary to master
that, he onght to stick to it. But the man who
only knows one thing is 2 one-idea man. His
capacity for enjoyment in this world is also lim-
ited. His horizon is the narrow bound of a
single thought, when just beyond le the limit-
less fields of culture awaiting the polished plow-
shares of invéstigation and progress. It broadens

and develops 2 man to know more than 09¢
thing, and it seems to me to be reflecting on the
intelligence of our race to think man is not cap”,
able of mastering more than one branch of leﬂf‘
ing. I see no better reason why bee-keeP‘,'_’.s
should be confined to specialists than hog-rai¥’
ing. All who have given the subject thought:
know the latter industry can only be enlarged,t,ou
certain limits. The massing together of larg®
numbers of either animals or men, soon devel‘f’Ps»
disease and death-—natures remedy for restoriné
the proper equilibrium of life. ,
" Who shall say that foil brood is not nal“f_es
punishment for over-stocking, and a gentle hfn
to more widely distribute the bees which she i
tended to act as marriage priests to ail the pla? s
in her flowery kingdom ? In my judgment ¢
colonies in one yard comes very near the O
of profitable increase. If then, it is not desifabf
to confine the production of honey to specialist?’
and if, when one’s immediate locality is sufi%
ently stocked, and he does not care to establi®
out-apiaries enough to occupy his whole timeé: of
to afford him an ample income, what occupa‘if’n
will best fit bee-keeping ? If only a few coloni®®
are kept it makes very little difference, if ! o
person is at home morning or evening. It
not consume more than five minutes per colod!
each day to properly look after them, Ifa larg®
number are kept the employment should be suc
as would give work when not required iD !
apiary.

I see no reason why dairying, or stock-raisio®’
or both combined, will not be in perfect harmoﬂ’:
with bee-keeping. This branch of farming
ploys one at home, keeps him busy in sviﬂ“e
cceupies his time chiefly morning and eveﬂ.‘ng'
and gives ample scope to his ability and capit®”
The increase of bee-pasturage will also incre?
his available food for stock, and vice vers.t. .

1f near a good town, the raising of fruits ¢
we except strawberries, which ripen at the wro?
time in the North, and yiell no nectar) 18 ‘f’e
adapted to go with bee-keeping. Raspbem&,"‘ '
blackberries and gooseberriesare especially g0
honey plants and neither ripen with us titl
swarming is about over. Apples, plum$ ab”
such other iree-fruits as can be su'cceSSfum_
grown are excellent honey producers. Our seﬂa
son’s success in the apiary often hinges O d,j
impetus given to the bees by the abundanc®
bloom on these friits. The keeping of poY tr‘
in connection with bees has already been mé !
tioned and can no doubt be successfully manag
1t appears to me that with any of the profess'on_
if we except physicians in active practice:
keeping could be catried on. Ministers. lawy p
and teachers need some recreation in the op
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