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it were represented before onr eyes, his testimony it
read who saw it himself, «nd from whose example we
may learn not to be ashamed or afraid of the cross

Passton Week.—In the next week the Church com
memorates events most awful and affecting, and mos
deeply interesting. to man,—those which marked the lat

ter days in the suffering life- of ouradorable Redeemer—
¢ his agony and bloody sweat, his cross and passion, his

precious death-and burial.’ Those who are sensible o

the inestimable love of Christ in pouring out hissoul unto
death for our sakes, will need no call to conscerate this

solemn week to-adevout meditation upon the greatness o
that love as displayed in the greatness of his suffer

ings ; and they will feel it especially proper at such a

time to bow themselves down before Gop

from Wheatley on the Common Prayer :—

¢ In ancient times this was czlled the Greal Week
not because it had more hours or days in it than any

other week, but because in this week was transacted
an affuir of the greatest impurtance to.the happiness
of man, and actions truly great were performed to
secure his salvation: death- was conquered, the devil’s
tyranny was abolished, the purtition.wall between Jew
and Gent le was broken down, and God and man were
reconciled. It was also called the Holy-week, from
those devout ex:rcisas which Christians emploxed
themselves in upon this eccasion. _Thgy a(.-phed
themselves to prayer, both in public and in private,
to Learing and reading God’s boly word, and exerci-
sing a most solemn repentance for those sins which
They observed the whole

crucified the Lord of life. e wi
week with great etrictyess - of fasting and bumiliation;

some fasting three days together ; some four ; and
others, who could. bear it, the whole six ; beginning
again

on Monday morning, and not eating any thin
till cock-crowing on the Sunday morning following.

And several of the Christian Emperors, to show what
veaerstion they had for this holy season, caused all
Jaw-suits to cease,and tribunal doors to be shut, and

risoners to be set free ;thereby imitating their great
g.ord and Master, who by his death at this time de-

livered us from.the prison and chains of sin.’

¢The Church of England uses ail the means she can

to retain this decent and pious custom, and hath

made sufficient provision for the exercise of the devo-

tion of her. members - in. public;: calling us every day

shis week to meditate upon our Lord’s sufferings, and
collecting in the Lisssons; Epistles, and Go<pels,most

of those portions of Scriptures that relate to this tra-

gical subject, toincrease our humiliation by~ the con-
sideration of our Saviour’s; to the end that with pe-
nitent hearts, and*firm resolutionof dyirg likewise to
ain, we may attend our Saviour through the several

stages of his bitter Passion.”

We call the attention of our readers also to the follow-
ing extract from the same work, with respect to that ever

memorable day in the coming week, which- is called

GOOD FRIDAY,

¢ This day receixed its wame from the blessed effects
of our Savious’s sufferings, whichare the ground of
sll our joy, and from those unspeakable good things
ke hath purchased for us by bis death, whereby the
blessed Jesus made expiation for the sins of the whole
world, and, by tie sheddiog bis own blood, obtained

eternal redemption. for us,

* The Commemoration of our Saviour’s sufferings,

hath been kept from the very first age of Christianity

and was always observed as a day of the strictest fast-
ing and humiliation ; not that the grief snd afiliction
they then expressed did arise from the locs they sus-
tained, but fror a sense of the guilt of the sins of the
whole world, which drew upon our blessed Redeemer

that painful end shameful death of tte Cross,

“ The Gospel for this dsy (besides its caming in
aource) is properly taken out of St. Jokn rether than
any other Kvangelist, because he was the only one

that was preseut at the passion, and stocd by the cros

while thpre Qad: ar d therefare, the-passisn beir g ae

in the
daily exercise of repentance and humiliation far those sins

which. had a share in swelling the sorrows of His beloved
Son.—The piously disposed will be greatly assisted in
such exarciscs, by a regard to the daily services appointed
by the Church for this season. We extract the following

of Christ,—The Epistle proves from the.insulliciency
of the Jewish sacrifices,that they only typfied a more
sufficient one, which the Son of God did as on this
day offer up, and by one oblation of Limself then
made upon the cross, completed all other sacrifiees,
(which were only shsdows of this,) and made full sa:
tisfaction for the sins of the whole wor!d. Inimitation
of which divine and infinite love, the Church endeav-
ours to shew her charity to be boundless and unlimited
by praying in one of the proper Collects, that the ef-
fects of Christ’s death may be as universal as the de-
sign of it viz. that it may tend to the salvation of all
Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Herelics.

¢ Howsuitable 1he proper Psalms are {o the day, is
obvious to any one that reads them with a due atten-
tion:they were all composed by Duvid in times of,
the greatest calamity and distiess, and. do most of
them belong mystically to the crucifixion of our Sa-
viour; especially the twenty-second, which is the first
for the morning, which wasin several passages
literally (ulfilledby his sufferings, and paiteither ol it,
or all, recited by him upon the cross. And for that
reason (as St. Austin tells us) was always used upon
that day by the Alrican church.

¢ The first Lesson for the morning is Genesis xxii.
containing an accouut of Abraham’s readiness to affer
up his son; tlereby typifying that perfeot oblation
which was tbis day made by the Son of God: which
was thought so proper a Lesson forthis occation,that
the Church used it upon this day in St. Austin’s time.
The second Lesson is St. John xviii. which needs no
explanati>n,  The first Lesson for the evening con-
taius a clear prophecy of the passion of Chuist, and of
the benefits which the Church thereby receives. The
second Lescon exhorts us to patience under afflictions

fro;n the example of Christ, who suffered so much for
us. »

In an. ¢ Exhortation to the Religious Observance of]
Good Friday,’ by the late excellent Bishop Porteus—af-
ter speaking of the benefits derived from the death of our
blessed L.orp, he says— . 7

‘.Consider, I beseech you, what kind of return such
invaluable mercies demand; consider whether that
very day on which these mercies were conveyed to
you, ought in reason, in justice, in gratitude, in .com.
mon decency, to be treated with neglect. I speak as
to wise men, judge ye what I say’ and determine for
yourselves, ‘ Greater love’ you must allow, ¢ hath no
mean thap this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.”. Suppose then,for a moment,that some friend
of your own had actually done this for you: that when
your life was forfeited by some erime agsinst-the state,
he had voluntarily substituted biroself in your place,
snd suffered the puaishment incurred by your offence:
what would be your feelings, what would be your be-
haviour on this occasion? Would you suffer the an-
nual return of that day on which your friend died for
you to.pass unheeded,; nondistinguished, unhallowed by
a single tear or sigh, by a single reflection on that most
transcendant act of kinduaess, to which you owed.your
very. existence? Thereis not a man amongst you that
would not think himself injured and insulted by such s
ruspicion. Yet this supposed act of kindness {great as
it undoubtedly is) falls far below what you have ac-
tually experienced from the love of your Redeemer.
It was not when you were his friends, but when you
were his enemies that he saciificed his life for you.
¢For God commendeth his love to us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’ We believe, or
profess to believe, that this is true; avd yet what is our
hehaviour in consequence of it? Why, on the anniver-
sary of the day when it is supposed to have taken place,
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worldly busivess and pleasure as usually takes place
on a Sunday. .

“The fast on which the primit.veChurch seems to nave
laid the greatest stress, and which was anciently cb~
served wil: great seriousness, is that of Goop Frrpay.
Audsurely, if ever any 1estraint on our eppelites ard
pleasures cs#n be proper, if ever it can be a rezsonable
duty * to turn te the Lord with weepirg, fasting, and
prayer,’ ar.d to bewail our sins with every inward sen-
timent and every outward expression of the deepest
humiliation and- contrition, it must be on (hat . day,
when te deliver us from the pover and the punisl ment
of tho-e sins, Christ Jerus cffered himselt up as a sa-
crifice on the cross: when ¢ he died for all, that they
which live showld not henceforth live unto themselves,
but unto bim which died for them, and rose again.’ It
wonld certainly be deeent, and probably useful too, to-
make some | ttle sactifice of our ccmmon indulgerces
on Gocd Friday to bim, nho then made so great a
one for us, They who cannot wholly amit their re-
freshments, may at least delay them alittle, or partake
of them more sparingly. This, one wauld thivk, must
be consistent with tbe tenderest constitution and most
delicate health. .

‘But they who areincapable of complyirg with (he-
injunctions of the Church in this respect, are certaine
ly able, and ought to be doubly careful to conform to
them in all others. If men eannot fast they can pray;
if they cannot abstain from their ordinary food, they
can sbstain at least from their ordinary labours, cares;
and amusements; they can put this world snd its con-
cerns out of their minds, and give themselves up to
God; they canattend divine service both patts of the
day: they can dedicate the remainder of it to private
meditation ard prayer; they esn examine into their
past and present conduct; they can possess themselves
with a just sense of their own natural weakness and
depravity; of the infinite necd they have of a Medias
tor, a Redeemer, a Propitiator for their sivs; they can
adore the goodness of God in providing, the goodness
of Christ in consenting to become the very Sacrifice
they so much wanted, the ‘ Lamb sluin’ to expiate
their guilt, to restore them to the favour of God, and
render their best services aceeptable inhis sighi, Foy
let them, let all the world know aud acknowedge,with
the deepest humility and gratitude, that ¢ not by works
of righteousness’ which we have done, but according
to his mercy God saved us; and that it is by grace we’
are saved through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is
the gift of God.’

Book or Commox-PRraver.~We copy the following’
testimony to the exeellency of our Liturgy from the Chris-’
tian Watchman--a respectable Baptist paper published in:
Boston :— : ' o
¢ We are not. in favor of the use of written forms
of prayer in leading public’ devotions.. We pever-
theless:hold the English Book of Cormmon Prayer in
the highest estimation, and could wish that it had #
place in every family library and especially in the li-
brary of every minister, to be read as a devotional,
book for the purpose of incorporating its sentiments,
aod.forms of expression. wijh their own thoughts;
and manner . of addressing the thione of grace. o

“*For chasteness and elegance of dietion, for pure-
ness of sentiment, except on some {ew points, the Book
of Common' Prayer is without a rival in the English
language.’ : )

We have very high gratification in laying before our
readers-the following beautiful composition :—
‘ TO THE ARCHBISHOPS, BISHOPS, ARD CLERGY oF THAT

PORTION OF THE UNITBD CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND,
IRELAND,WHICH 1§ BY LAW ESTABLISED IN IRELAND.,

too many of us, alas! are as easy and unconcerned, a3
much devoted to business, or to pleasure, as if nothing
in the world had happened with which we had the Jeast
concern! 1Is this right? is this fitting? is it Cbristian
like? is it decent? is it creditable? Does it shew that
veneration, love, and gratitude, which malefactors re-
prieved from death are want to testify toward their
benefactor and deliverer?

* How then,” you wi'l peh?ps say, ‘ would you
bave us observe this <ay? In the manner certainly
prescribed by the Church, snd in which it used anci-
.ontly to be observed, with as much seriousness, solem-

S

“We the Bishops and Clergy of the Protestant Episcor
pal €hurch in Scotland, during this dark hour of trouble:
and anguish to oursister church in Ireland, hasten to as*
sure the bishops and pastors of this pure Liranch of Chrisw‘
Holy Catholic and Apostolical Church, of thelively imdr:‘
est which we take in the sufferings of a body of men, of,
whose heads, through no fault of their own, the waters ok
affliction have been poured out. ‘ !

|

“ Being ourselves the decendants or. successors of mes
who suffered long under unmerited persecutijon,we shoud’

ahv atdod volior s with. as whselite 2 ra-saton b al

¢

indeed be undeserying of tha raet which tlie Lard in thes¥
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