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This was from March 1 to Septomber 1.  For 2 year my
geaeral exporiments have convinced me of the following, when
the same quarters and samo care is extended to all. A dung-
hill, as *¢ Learner " terrs her, will lay 128 eggs, in a yean
‘White Leghorns, from 175 to 201 . Black Spanish, from 100
to 126 (but the eggs are large) : Light Brahmas, from 154
to 192, N

These figures being the ext.emes of my different experiments,
you will see that the six munths’ experiments are at that time
of year most favorable to all except the Brahma, Taking
them from Septowber 1 to March 1, they will outlay all other
breeds in existence.

Hoping what I have said will serve to answer your corres-
pondeat’s queries, I remain, Yours truly,

I. K. Feron.

The tendenoy is almost invariably to exaggerate the laying
powers of all breeds. The above figures given by Mr. Feleh
are too large, except in case of the Black Spanish.

Poultry Yard.

VETERINARY DEPARTMENT,

Under the direclion of D. McEachran, F. R. C. V. 8., Principal of
the Monireal Velerinary College, and Inspector of Stock for the
Canadian Government.

The ¥Foot of the Horse and its management.

How the farrier ireats e fool.—If we compare the foot
of the unshod four-year-ola with the foot of an eight-year-old
horse which has been shod and subjected at least monthly to
the operations of the farrier, usually indicated by the term
shoeing, we Bhall be astonished at the change in its general
form and appearanco. We give ag an illustration of these
changes the outlines of the foot of a colt, * a year old'showing
the gradual change which it undergoes under the influences
of the fa.vier’s art, each succceding year for seven years, by
whioh term the foot has become a genuine contracted one.

How much of this chauge 3 due to natural alteration con-

sequent on advancing age, how much to the road, what chare

hos the groom in it, and to what extent it is a result of

shoeing good or bad, are points worthy of consideration.
That the horse will continuo to have the wide open feet of

hus colt-hood through life we need ot expect, as the animal

grows older the feet, as a rule, become longer, narrower and
* Bracy Olark.

harder, often thicker-— We have seen horses which have
never been shod, with feet which could not be oalled other-
wise than contracted. This natural tendenoy to contract is
inoreased by the elongation of the toe from want of fristion
to keep it worn down, and the carelessness ~f those in charge
in not having them cut down.

When we cousider the influenco which food and térpera-
ture have on tha growth of the hair. we can imagine that a
tissue so similar in its nature as horn will also be influenced
by the same causes: such we find to be the case.

Wo koow that while the well fed horse has a smooth, fine
coat, the underfed one has a rough, dry coat, We notice that
oil cake or linseed will produce a smooth, sleek coat, while
hay and water will prodace 2 long, rough one. A warm
stable with good grooming and blanketing will make the coat
smooth and short ; a cold stable without blankets, and general
neglect, will result in a growth of hair thick and long.

e%ickness affects the skin and coat ; thus we often find that,
after an illoess, there is a falling off of the hair and soarf skin,
The change of season also affects the skin and hair,. which
latter is changed twice a year, spriog and fall,

The very same changes which occur in the skin and hair,
also take place in & modified degree in the hoof. Its growth
is sbjeet to endless changes from the above causes. At one
time it is stimulated, at another it is checked. Hence the
ridges we frequently find in it.—The quality of thehorn
is just as much influenced by care and feeding as is the hair.

It will thus be seen that the feet requiro careful oultivation,
and the different iofluences which affect them, should be
borne in mind by those men in whose hands they are placed,
and by none more than by the groom.

The horn of the foot requires a certain amonnt of moisture,
and uniess this is supplied, it becomes hard fiom evaporation
of its natural moisture, and contraction and other changes
ensue.

It will thus be seca that the owner has much to do with
the feet, and many a good foot has been injared by improper
stabling, grooming and feeding.

Let us accompany the colt to the forge ; let us see how the
foot fares in the hands of the Surrier, R%e observe that,.after
somse troable, ho suceceds in having the foot submitted to his
will. The drawiog knife, is frecly used on the soft hora-. the
heels and frog being easiest to pare away suffer most.;
the rasp shortens and rounds the.toe; the sole, alresdy. thin,



