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HCOUSEHOLD.
The Bother.

'Dear, dear! what a botfersome baby,'
The oare-wearied mother sighed out,

As she looked at the books and the play.
things

That were everywhere seattered about;
At the great, dingy spot on the carpet,

Where he'd let grandma's medicine fall,
And the marks that the fat, baby fingera

Had left on the windows and wall.

'Such a baby for getting in mischief!
- I can't keep him tidy and sweet;
Though I'm busy from daylight to bedtime,
' The room never seems to be neat.
I never catch up with my sewing;

I've never a moment to rest;'
And she sighed as she threaded hei-needle,

With life and its worries opprest.

A slow, mufled sound on the pavement,
She looks through the mist-clouded pane

And sees, almost under ber window,
A hearse going by in the rain. -

There's a little white casket inside it,
And then by swift tears it is hid,

As she thinks of the household whose
darling

Lies under the small coffin's lid.

She goes to the bed of ber baby,
And kneels by the sleeper in t§ars,

And the prayer that goes up, mute and word-
less,

The great, loving Father-Heart hears.
No longer the child seems a bother,

As she thinks cf the hearse in the rain,
And the mother-arms, aching and empty,

Where the little dead baby has lain.
-Eben E. Rexford in 'The Christian.'

'Rag Carpet Parties.
The rag carpet, after many years, bas. re-

turnied. It is once again faIrly popular,
and the ragis that for a quarter of a century
have been going to the ragman are now be-
ing treasured up, since, if they are of wool
they are almost worth their welght in gold.
Why the rag carpet ever did go out of style
it is bard to determine, and its reappearance
in society i's not diflicult to unelerstand.
Properly put together and made of a good
assortment of rags it is exceedingly pretty,
and withàl easy to manufacture, all the knack
needed being the skill necessary to eut the
rags into strips, sew them together in lengths
and wind them into a ball. For a small
sum the rag carpet weaver do.s the rest.

Bathroom and study rugs are, the chief
uses of the rag carpet of to-day. It is not so
much rag carpets, in fact, as it is rag carpet
rugs. The rag carpet rug is not large, as a
rule. Six feet by thrce would be quite
an extraordinary size. The idea is .o have
quite a number e them, and these. much
smaller.

They clean easily and wear like iron.
These facts commend them. Then, too,
there is' much sociability in their making.
A rag carpFt party is a jovial event, and a
'function' that, long neglected, is coming
In again once more. The girls meet in the
afternoon and sew rags until five or haif-
past five. Then the men, especially asked
for this hour, begin to drift in, and there
is afternoon tea. It is the modernizing of
the old time 'sewing bee,' and it works mar-
vellousily vell as an amusement.-Philadel-
phia 'Times.'

Economy Of Motion.
(Ada Melville Shaw in Michigan 'Advocate.')

She was washing my dishes, having taken
pity on my 'spell' of rheumatism. We chat-
ted of this and that, but I was studying my
helper, wondering how she conquered the
piled-up dishes and kettles at least a t.hird
aster than I could have done. I found that

the whole secret lay in economy of motion.
Every stroke of the dish-towel was applied
just where it was needed, and only as often
as necessary. By rank and file the array
of dishes bad moved fron pan to drainer,
-and thence to tray. Not a dish was band-
led once more than was needful. When al]
was doue, the skilled worker had no ten-
sion-of lips, no furrowed brow., no sigh of
wearied relaxation. She had begun, gone
straight through and finished, without any
waste of muscular motion and related nerve
force.

False motions are the enemies that steal
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away the restful comfort of too many homes.
The mother comes in from town. She takes
off her bat. Bed and band-box are equi-
distant from ber. She lays the hat on the
former-a false motion, since the band-box
must be visited at last. Thus, nthinking-
]y, she multiplies by two, three, six, every
minute detail of the round of ivoman-work
that is 'never done.'

A Child's Appetite.
. The appetite of a healthy child, as a rule,
is quite es susceptible of education, ln both
a right and a wrong direction, as are its
mental or moral faculties; and parents in
whose hands this education mainly rests,
should give the subject careful consideration,
since upon it the future health and usefulness
of their cbildren not a little devolve. We
should all be rulers of our appetites instead
of subject to them; but whether this be so
or not, depends greatly upon early dietetic
training. Many a loving mother, by thought-
less indulgence of ber child, in season and
out of season, in dainties and titbits that
simply serve to gratify the.palate, is foster-
ing a 'love of appetite' which may ruin ber
child in years to come. There are inherited
appetites and tendencies, it is true; but even
these may be largely overcome by careful
early training in right ways of eating and
drinking. It is possible to teach very young
children to use such food as Is best for them,
and to refrain from the eating of things
harmful; and it should be one of the first
concerns of every mother to start lier child-
ren on the road to manhood and womanhood
well trained in correct dietetic habits.-
'Good Health.'.

A Child's Education.
Accustom a child, as soon as it can speak,

to narrate his little experiences, his chapter
of accidents, his griefs, bis fears, bis hopes;
to commùnicate what he has noticed in the
world without, and what he feels struggling
in the World within. Anxious to have some-
thing to narrate, lie will be induced to give
attention to objects around him, and what
is passing ln the sphere of his instruction,
and to observe and note events will become
one of bis first pleasures; and this is the
ground work of a thoughtful character.-
'Alliance.'

One who recently visited Mrs. Cleveland
was impressed with the extreme simplicity
of the children's dresses, which were without
ribbon, sash or ornament of any kind. The
visitor said, 'I thought what an object les-
son this was to tired, worn-out mothers who
struggle so bard to ruffie and tuck and fur-
below their children's dresses, instead of
taking the time to cultivate their minds
and hearts.'
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Selected Recipes.
Fricasseed Eggs.-Melt one tablespoonful

-of butter, add-oe 'teaspoonful-of chopped
onion, two teaspoonfuls of flour, one-half
teaspoonful of sait, and one-half salt-spoon-
fui àf pepper. Pour on slowly .one, cupful
of millk and stir well. Cut four or six hard
boiled eggs in slIces and add to the mix-
ture. Heat all together and sprinkle with
one tablespoonful of finely chopped parsley.

Toast and Cheese.-Soak one cup of bread
crumbs in one cup of milk for fifteen min-
utes. Melt one heaping teaspoonful of but-
ter, add one-half cup of cheese broken in
small pieces; stir until melted; add the
crumbs with one beaten egg, one-half tea-
spoonful of sait and a few grains of cay-
enne. Cook three minutes. Serve on toast
or wafers.

.Rice and Hominy Griddle Cakes.-Mix two
tablespoonfuls of fiour with two teacups of
cold rice or hominy and a little milk; add
one or two eggs. Add as much more milk
as may be necessary to give the desired
consistency when cooked. Too much flour
or eggs makes them close.

NORTHERN MESSENGER
(A Twelve Page Iilusirated Weekly).

One yearly subscription, 30c.
Three or more copies, separately ad-

dressed, 25c each.
Ton or more to an individual address,

20e each.
Ten or more separately addressed, 25e

per copy.

When addressed to Montreai City, Great Britain and
Postal Union ocuntries, 52c postage must be added fur each
copy; United States and Canada free of postage. Special
arrangements'wi l be made for delivering packages 'rf 10 or
more ln Montreal. Subscribers residing in the United states
can remit by roet Offlce Money Order on Rousea :oint, N.T.
or Express Money Order payable in Montreal.

Sample package supplied free on applica-
tion.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers. Montreal.

THE «NoaTHELer aESsENGER' le printed and publieabt
every week at the 'Witncs' Building, at the cerner of
oegg and st. Peter streets la the city ci Montreal, by
John Redpath Dougali, of Montreal.

AIl business communications ahoulda bs addreed 'John
Dougall A Son,' and aIl letters to the editor should be
aderessedBdItor of the 'Northern Uwwmar.n

Our premiuma are described bonestly. If the~y be not considered to correspond witn
the descriptions they may be promptly returned and money will be refunded.

JOHN DOUGALL.& SON,
Publisiers, Montreal.


