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BOA CONSTRICTORS.

Our illustration talcn fron the Scientife
Aimerican shows Mr. G. R. O'Reily, a
rell known authority on snakes, iandling

a boa constrictor at te Central Parkz
Museum. Of course, it is not te be in-
ferred that the snako thus easily mnastered
is of a size and power equal to that repro-
'sented in tie fanous Laocoon marble, if
such montrous serpents ever existei, tbut
it is nonre the ]ess a truc bort of very re-
spectable size,,such as are widelydisbributed
in tropical Americia.

The naine boa has been generally ap-
plied to several varieties of large serpents
which kill their prey by constriction, and
do not have poison fangs, the European
variety being knoinaas pythios. Thetrue
boas are abundant in Guiana and Brazi,
wvhere they are found in dry, sandy locali-
ties, armid forests, and on tie banks of
rivers and lakes, soie species frequenting
the ivater. They feed chiefly on the
amaller qùadrupeds, ln searcl cf which
they ofton ascend trees. The size cf their
prey ofton seoms onormtously bpyond thoir
capacity for swallowing, but the creature's
jawrs are rnerely cônnected by ligaments
which can be distended at pleasure. Its
mouth can bu made te open transverselyas
well as vertically, the two jaws not baing
connected directly but -by the intervention 
of a distinct bone, which adds greatly te the
extent of its gape. It ias also the power
6f moving one-ialf of the jaw indepen-
dently of the other, and cai thus keep a
firm hold of its victini while gradually
svalloiving it. Tie upper jaw ias a double
row of solid, sharp teeth, and thor is a
singl'ow in the .loîer jaw, all pointing
inward, so that, the prey once caugltt, the
boa itself oouldnot easilyreleaseit. Their
immense mtuscular power enables then te
crush iithin their folds quite large animals,
whiih they first lubricate iith saliva and
thii swàllow iwiole by their immense dila-
table ja vs nd gullet.After feeding thög
becoei inactive, as is thre. case with nost
othé reptiles, and: remain so while the
process-of digestion is going on, iwhici, for
a full meal, may extend uver several weceks,
during irhich period' they mtay be readily
killd. or captured.

The eggs of a boa ara about the size of
'hens' ggs. - About.fifteen years ago a boa
at tie C entral Park mertagerie laid twenty-
on&eggs, and it was especially noted that'
each.thrird egg laid was steile. The fertile
eggs had cach a younlit boa within; orte
came out of its shell iimediately aftor bu-
ing laid, but sootn died, and -all the others
died la their shells.

The boas of tropical America, whiere tie
specinen showni iras captured, nover reacih
the size attanmed by the great pythons, af
the sane famrriy, of 1-liridiostain, Ceylon,
and Borneo, sone of whichl are said te
greow te thirty feet it length, and to be
able to manage a fuli-grovn buffalo. A
specinien which was brougit front Borneo
to England was sixteei fout long and
eigiteen inches in circunference. A goat
tas placed in the cage of this boa every

btrue ireoks, antd durittg tie process of
sral] oivig, ihi1 occupied over tîo Itours,
tie skia of the snake became extended al-
inrost te burstinig, the points of the horns
appitretly itreateniiig to pierce the cont
cf the tdestroyer. Tie whole animal was
sO compîetly ligestud tit m1otlig ras
passuti but na suritl quaab.iby of calcareous

tter, net equal toa i tenb parrt of te
balnes, anti a fe'w lrnirs. Thte skirî cf bte
boa ias the object of serpent worship
aimong te Moxicans, and ai specimen Of a
skinî wihich iras so used is preserved in the
Britisi Museurmt.

TUE STORY OF AN APRON.

];Y nAImIET B. HASTINGS.
God hait choscri the wcalk tihings,"

When I was about thirteenî years old, I
went te livo in a fanily of ar distant rela-
tive, te assist lit doing the work about the
iouse. The main was well-to-do in this
world, but wicked and profane, and his in-
terest was in anything rather than the re-
ligious training of children. The work was
hard, and the prevailing irreverence and
tie profanity were iarder still to bear ;
but I iras needed there, and se endeavored
to fulfill ny appointed dubies faitifully.

One Lord's day morning, I lcard that
there was to be a religious meeting sene
three or four miles away, and mny heart
was set upon attendingit.- But iow could
I go ?' Would they give thoir consent ? I
feared not, as teiy might think it too far
for me to wralk, and tieir horses would be
too tired to be driven such a distance.
Wiat could I do î -

I lad fromnt childhood been titugit ta
pray. and followring tie convictions of îmy
heart, I loft the house without saying any-
thing to anyone, and rant up a little path
which led me into'a secluded spot uponr the
rîmoutain side, ihrere 'there. was a rock
whici seemed to be made on purpose for
mte, and whier e I ften used te go and pray.
The manwithwhom I lived, mistrusting my
object, followed stealthily up the moun-
tain, and hid on the otire side of the rock
to listei te whiat I ltad to say. I opened

niy dear little Bible and rend, " For if ye
live after the flesh. ye shall die, but if ye
through the spirit do mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall Live. For as nany as
aro led by the Spirit of God, they aro the
sons of God" (Ron. 8, 13, 14). I was
ignorant of the Scriptures, but I firnily be-
lieved that this passage was put there for
me, and that I had soie cross to take up ;
and though I knew not what it could be,
yet I thought I must do. something that
'would "nortify" me, and I inquirei,
" What ca I 'do to 'mortify the ideds of
the body' ?" I was y.pung, and had no
mother near to advisc me, nor any Chris-
tian friend to whom I could go for instruc-
tion. I was entirely alone, as'far as reli-
gious matters were concerned, and so I
asked God to show mo what I couldI do to
"rmortify the deeds of the body." I
wanted to attend the meeting that day, aind
desired that the Lord would influence mny
relatives to let me go ; and though the dis-
tance was se great that I was fearful I
coddi not gain their consent yet I thouglit
I woulcd tell the Lord about ib, and he
might possibly open a way for me to.go.

Then the question-arose again, low
could I "mrortify tho deeds of the body"?
The passage tas'a mytery to mo ; I did not
understand it. But after a little I thouglit
I had found the key. My mother iad
made for me a long calico apron, whichb
came down to my foot, to wear when wash-
ing dishes, and to do housework in. I ai-
ways hatcd that apron ; it was so much
longer than my dress, and of a very honely
color, and it always mortified mne to wear
it. It alost made me cry every timno I
pubit on. There was nothingin the world
that I disliked as I did that apron, ami I
concluded that this was ny cross, and tiat
there ias nothing I could do to " mortify
the deeds of the body" like putting on that
apron, and wearing it to meeting ! Like
tnany another devoteo who lias thouglit to
gain the favor' of God by doing soine dis-
agrecable work, or suffering severe pen-
ance I felt that this was my way of obtail-
ing his blessing ; and as I felt great need
of help, I fell upon mny knees and askedtli'e
Lord to put it into the hearts of mny rela-
tives to permit nie to go to bhc meeting,
and if they consented I would wear mylong
apron. After I had done lraying about i,
on rising, vhom should I sec but the Mian
with whiom I lived, who had been con-
cealed over on the other side of the rock,
and who, having heard all that I had been
saying, cane out from his hiding-place, and
started for tie house, shouting and laugh-
ing at my foolishness. Of course I knew
what to expect, and went downl the hill

'with a trenbling heart, wondering if they
would let me go, and thinking if they did I
must be truc te my pronise, and wear the
apron !

When I reached the bouse, my relative
began to laugh at me, and make fun of mny
prayers. I said nothing, but finally asked
him if I could go te the meeting. He
laughed, and said:

"Yes, if you will ' mortify the deeds of
tle bedy., n

So I prepared myself, and, secreting the
long apron under ny shawl, started for
meeting. There was a small river which I
lad to cross, either by wading or going
ov6r in a boat. I iwas somewhat afraid, as
the water was quite high, but I finally got
into a boat-the saine old boat which hlad
once carried mie down streai when a little
child-and rowed across.. Whlen over the
river I knelt again i prayer te thank the
-Lord that I was so fir safely on my jour-
ney, and I then put on the long apron. I
thoughlt at first of going directly by the
road to the meeting, buob afterwards con-
cluded that I would not, for I worc a short
dress, and over this the apron, which caie
down te miy feet ; and te go along the
public road in this costume was a little too
inuch for my courage; so I went around
through the fields, dodging anong -the
trecs and woods and stumrîps and fonces,
some of the time coming ont into the.igli-
way, aid then going back into the pastures
and over the hills te avoid passing any
bouses, or meeting anyone on the road.

At leiogth I caime within siglit of tie
schooliouse ihere the meeting was hield,
and I saw that the house was crowded with
people, outside and in, old and young,
mnost;of whom iwere my acquaintances. •As

tbey looked out froin the corner of the
schoolhouse and saw me coning i n my long
apron, I could sue them laughing and

pointing at me, and I wvas too sensitive te
face thoir inirth ;,and, vith a trembling
hcart, I turned back te a convenient place,
and. quickly romovecd the troublesome
apron, hidiiig ib uâider the fonce, wishing
my mnother lad'never made it, and feeling
sorry that I had eàer promised the Lord te
wear it. I started on again, and cano to a
little streamn of watcr which caine betweon
tue and the schoolhouse, over which a
beain was thrown for-foot-passenigers to
cross. As I waà crossing the stream I
looked down into the water, antd thought
of Christ and his words cominanding us te
"repent and bo baptized," and of the
baptisii witi which ie hiad been baptized
for us, and I thouglit within mnyself,
Sinco Christ bas donc so mtucl for mie,
could I not be willing to do so little a thing
as I thouglit I ias called to do for bimii
These words cane also to my mind,
' Whosoever, tterefore, shall be ashaned
of me and ny vords in this adulterous and
sinrftul generation, of him shall also the Son
of main b ashamted, when lie coieth in the
glory of his father with the·holy angels
(Mark S. 38). My hcart. was filled with
sadness. Iow wretched I was ! I iad
never openly professed moy faith in Christ,
nor hadtt I lcarned the way of peace, but I
felt a love for the Lord and a desire to do
lis will, and thie Lord pitied ie in mny
ignorance and ny honesty of purpose and
desire.

I turned back again to the place wiere
the apron was hidden, and knelt upon it te
sok help fron te Lord, and while I w'as
praying Étio Lord scemeid very niear to
strengthten and encourage me. It seemed
as if Lite angels of tie Lord were round
about Imle, and I received such joy and
courage fromt Gotd that felt I coulti do any-
thintg for Christ,- no iatter ,what it mright
be. So I put on ny apron which I had
taken off, and started 'again for the incet-
ing. As 'I approacied the schoollhotuse te
people began te laugh. With a firin stop
and a determined will I pressed my vay
through te crowd of boys and girls who
were holding tieir mouths to keep froin
laugintg and disturbing the meeting. I
thouglit I would take a back seat, but the
schoolhrouse was filled, and the only seat I
could find was in front, ivhere the little
folks ustaillysat, and where I was exposed
te the gaze of all the people.

My presence and strange dress of course
created quite a sensation among both old
and young in the house, and at short in-
tervals soie of the younger folks outside
would put their leads inside tie door, and
tienî tiraw back laugiing ; and I well knew
what it was for. The tnirth produced wras
of course annoying to the preacher, who was
an old, gray-haired gentleman, who seemned
te bo mtuch broken down and discouraged.
Re said ie ltad been there three weeks la-
boring with the peopfle, and net a soul iad
been converted, and ie had concluded tiat
it was of little use te do any more in that
place, and it vas probably the last time they
would cver hear iis voice, as that was.the
closirg mecting. Ie soon concluded his
remarks, andsattiovn, givingothersoppor-
tunity to follow him in testimony or exhor-
tation as the spirit should give thei utter-
antce.

Tie sadness and discouragenient of the
old proacher toucied mny heart, and after
ie concluded I arose, and in my childishr
way told îny simple story about my prayer
by the rock and about tie long apron, and
the reason why I put it on, that I might
"r mortify the ceds of te body ;" how my
courage failed, and I lad takein it off; and
iow I prayed to God for strength to bear
'te scoifs and taunts of moy acquaintances,
and iad determtinted to do rigit and serve
the Lord, and not to bu ashamred of his
words, believing that the Lord would take
care of mie, and low ie hatd blessed,
strengthoned and comtforted me in my de-
teriniration to do his wrill.

The effect of this simple story was re-
markable. The power of tie Spirit of God
seened te rest upon the congregation.
Bath old and young iere batied in tears.
The gray-lratded mintister buried his face
in his hands and wepît aloud, and rising,
said, " This little child Ihas condemned us
all. Sho has beci willing to take up ier
cross, and las done it with such courage,
it ouglit te be a lesson for us ail." Tho
congregation were greatly affected ; those.
out side crowded te the doors and the win-
dows to look in, and before the old mtinr-
ister had conciucled cvery eye seened filled


