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Lord operate ? For the sacrament which you res  blango, but not the truth.and 4
ceive, is nccomplished by the word of Christ— have already instructed youabore of thé power in-
Now if the word of Elias could call down fire from‘ herentin the word. of Christ to change.nml.} trons-
heaven, shall uot the word of Clirist be able to, form tho works of nature. | Morcover, when any
change the nature of created things ? ) ’.Of his -disciples coufd niot endure his words, l‘;ut
You have rrad concerning the creation of the  wentaway from bim on llg?!‘illg bim talk qf gwingl|
warld . IFe spoke and it was done, ‘he commanded | them Tis fleéh to'cat and hig blood'(pidrink, "Saiut
aad it was formed. 1§ then, the word of Christ, Peterremained firm, and said in the .El’lchcc_of al),
<ould draw out of nothing what till then had no ex- Thou hast the words of eternal life; to WI‘nom
istence, shall it not be able to change the t.ings; clse should; wo go?  ‘Thus, to provent simi- ‘\
that exist, info w hat they were not before!  Far ity lar objoctions: being. made by others, on.the||
i, not a less cffect of powcr,’ to give new cxistence ground of n-.nntun}l. -horror to human -blood;}|
tu things, th.o 1o change the nature of things that, it hus peased the Al.mighty-t_o-fuvour you avith 1 sa-{
presiously caisted.  We will now establish the, crament which, \\'h;lmit- bears the rc;scmblanc(;, }
truth of this my stery, from. the example itsclfof the | supplies-you also.with tbe grage and ~virtue of hisjf
incarnation. Wasthe order of vauire fullO\vc(L'lruc and real nature. 1 amthe living, bread; saysij
when Jesus was bum of a - “rgin?  Plaiuly, not.— he, which cama down.from heaven,. Now-his-fiesh |
Then why is that order to be looked for hére . 1t did not come down fygm’llc‘u\'cn‘, since it- was de-})
was the tre flech of Clirist, which was crucified, y rived from the l}lesgp.(_l;wrg’:n,upon carl?n. In ywhat|y
which wasburicd . and (his is truly the sacrament ; roanner then, did. this. celestial alid'lmng.,bré:}d v
of his flesh.  Our Lord himsclf proclaims.  Zhis, come down from heavea? By the union o the dw'nf- i
is mydody. YNefure the benediction given by they, ity and bymanity effected’ by Jesus ( Christ:1n. hisj)
celestial'words, it is valled bread; butafier the con- f pesson.  You, .therefore, who. receive Jus- flesh, iy
secration of the buldy of Chist is signified. Hc';
-aidl also ; This is my blood, Before consccration

past.”  That the ;manducatian . here -treated, ot-is))

it has another name, and after consecration it is'de-y not one made by, faith i‘s.most«ejidpnt. ois-thats 3. 0ot 10 cat 2 Ned >
nominated blood, Ard you answer Amen ; that kind of manducation which excites ﬂxe-douht.;uhowu

jcan it be his true and real flesh, since I do pOt“see.icomm% ot carilily, but rather believe. with a-figm

ie, it is true. Whit the mouth speaks, let the in-
ternnl sense confess - what the words intimate, let

iL? Nowitwould be.absurd-to supppose,.that:the
the affection feel, By thuso sacraments Christ

. circumstances of the.flesh, not -being seen,.svould

participate of hia divine substance in that sneredre- |
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the divine consceration, when the very words of our'-real flesh and blood, sceingy.as I' do, the xcs‘q:'n-) warld.  His blood 1s rightly espiessed By the spe
reality of ‘blood. '5‘1,,0?6;3 of win¢, beeause when'he gays in the Gospel.
I 9in the true vine, he sufficiently declares tliat the
wing, wliichis-offered jn the figure of his passion.
l1s !
{Lord of all things, and whio produces biead from

his blood. Heé who i3 the Creator and
the carth, of the bread makes his oton proper Lody.
(for:-he is able, ond he-promised to-do.its) and he
who chaiiged waler info ivine, now changes wine
into his blood, . . e

The porfion of seripture we have read, clusings,
its subject with. an excellent dnd. rysterivus cyu-
clusiar, savs: For itis the pasch of the:Lord—
O the depth of the riches of this kuowlge, a,nd Wis-
dom of God? ‘It js the paseh,lic says, that 1, tun
passover or.passage of the Lurd. to.4lie end tuan

rou may not think.that to Le carthly which. Los
been made heavenly by him, who him,elf passes ui-
to.it-by making it-his body ond blogd,., Tur wlhat
we have said-above in' general terins, ,tg'ughiug the
manner-of cating. the flesh of the pischa] lamb,we
must pasticularly observe.in e fuanuer of feedi -
ing the snme mysterics qﬁhe_passiup,('gj:dﬁr‘. Lord.
Therefore you aught notito teject them,, considge-
ing therr, like the Jews, 1o bg trude flesh pad Lluyd
and with the Jews exclaiming,: How.can kegive
us’his flesh to eat? Neither oughi.you to yepre-
sent this sagrament {0 your. minds as_ahy thing

faithiy that, by the fire of the Holy. Spirut, -this: sa-

S : . ceotet  Verament is in effect become.what the Lord assures
feeds his Church, and by them is the suul sirength- |, cver raise a.doubg in any onc’s.gnind about its spir- 'yoﬁ itis For.?w;i;nt you-receive is the body, of hm:
ened. Tt is a mystery you should careiully keep toy, itunl reception by faith, since contrarywise, forp” - -0 " i s Ss sive 13 e body. ol

yourselves, —— lesl you communicate it16 the un- such s¢ception by fajth,.jt is indispensably neces-|j

worthy, and publish the secret before unbelievers, "sary that the flesb- be not seen, . .
by aa unrestrined-freedom of speech.  Youmusty  Saint Gaudentius of Brescia. spoke in the some
guard your faith with ghe utmost vigilance, that strain to the newly baptized, as you will.hear.—
voumay preserve the purity.of your life and the ee- f Describing -the celebration of the:pasch, be says:{!
cretof the mystery with inviolable fidelity.”  To ;««Of ali the tbings pointed out in thebuok of Exodus
argue on the foregoing words would weaken their;, we shall at present dreat of those -only, which-can-
force. Ishallmesely observe ; 12 thatSaint Am-| nat be explained Lefore the catechumens;but which
brose not only ‘makes a clenr exposition of they neverthelessit is necessary to discover & explain to
doctrine of transubstantiafion, but proves it more- | the newly-baptized.® In the shadows]& figures of the
overby adducing the very proofs and examplesthat ancient pasch,.not one lamb, but many were slaia,
bave been produccdin ils dofence since. it became | for each bouse had its sacrifice 3 becausé -une vie-
a contested point : 29 that the Eucharist -is seve-: tim couldnet suffice for all the people, and plso
ral times called a sacrament, which. civcumstance | because this mystery was a mere figure and  not tlie
will. be found of servico, Jater : 3° that.the. nea-{ireality of the passion of the Lord, For the figure
phytes, when dnstructed in the r'l‘ﬂ)'S:Cﬁ_CS, werejiof a [hing is nol !hp reality, but cn]y_ the image and
cautioned fo preserve the most profound secrecy ifvepresentation of the thing signified, Butnow that
respecling them. the figure has ceased, thie one {hat dicd for all,.jm}
Saint- Ambrose, or rather the very. ancientauthory molated in thé mystery of bréad and wine, gives
offa work upon the sacramcnis, which was forajglife through all the Churches, and, -Deing _gon'sé-
long titne atiributedto-that arch-Bishop, after re-jicrated, sanctifiés thase who conscerate,  Zhis 4s
peating the atove cited passagé nearly in-so. many |ihe flesh ¢f the lamb, this is his blood : fof thé bread
words,. has the following additional. observations{] thatj came down from heaven said : "Tho “bread,
inanother book :  ““ As oursSaviour is the. truel{which 1 will give you, is my flesh, for thelife of the
Son of God, not merely.by grace, like men, -butd
by natute, being of the self-same substanceswith
the Father ;.so0, according to'his own Words, itfis

# Hcre-is.an additional dnd direct proof that the
famous secret, kept by the christidis:as well from
¢ the caechumens as from thé- unbelievers;. positite-
his trué and seal flesh that-we cat, and histrue endjjly conéealed the mysteries reyealed to'the -newly=
real blobd that we drink. But,youmay here pro-] l{all”!;_ZQ(I,‘w'gz. llhc lif:“] R"c§¢t.“°° ' “_'gl,u}ﬁ »chango of
pose the objection stated by many of his disciples, 2;.05&';220;&; ,"‘; a Sl:x‘inglsﬂ,xb:gsc lx’l\l\]'i &arg} ‘é.lt
whenhie spoke to them of eating his flesh -andl plained it to'them; and as weé shall’ now see ‘Saint|
drinking his blood :how can it be his frue and ]

Guudeplius also explaining it.

who is the living andhearenly bread, and.tho bload
of him, who is the sacred vine, And_we know
that, when. he prg:spz}tel] to.his.disciples-the conse-
crated-bread and wipe, he said :  ‘Flusis. my Lo~
dy, this is my blood.  L.et:os therefore believe him,
whose faith.we profess: for tyuth connot Hemm—e
As then it was ordained in the old .law to-eat:the

head o.flhc‘p:xschnl lamb and also the feet, we

wust fow, in ihe pew law, cat both the headiot’

Jesus Christ, whichis his divinity,.and the feet;
ch is his humaniiy, united and.concealed. gs

they arc.ia the sacred and divine mysteris. sibeliev~
ing’every thing that has been transmitted td us.by
the tradition of the Church, aud being caveful not
to brexn)-this.solid- and firm.bone, thatis, the truth
delivered-from his own-mouth 3

“Fhisis 'my body,
and this is my blood,.. AT

" #And pow, il there reméain,any ﬂ)}ng; Yhich you
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tlo notunderstand in-{his explination; let wbe ton- *

sumed by theardour of yourfaith, *, Poi oys* God
is & consunting fire, pufilying :iﬁ‘q:.efg;‘lighfcniﬁg wir,
wiiids for the understanding. of diving tings, thit,
discovering the mysterioig chniges” of . this same
celestial sacrifice instituted by ‘Christ, we may'ren-"
der'him eternal thanks for 50 great and ineffeblex
gilt.  Foritis the true inheritencé of his New
Testatnent, which fi¢ Jeft us'on e very night. ol
his passton, as the pledge-oflis presence. . It isthe
viaticuin, with wli‘icl{-*gx"é‘g’fe.ffcd’ and fortified in
the pilgrimage of tiis lilé, until ve avrive at frav-
enyind the full and. unveiled chjoyment of him,

1ivho, when-on-carth, proclaimed 10 us: Unléss yay
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