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From the Catholic Advocate,

THE DEATH OF PHILOSOPHERS.

Many of those who during their lives
published volumes of blasphemics againat
religion and against God, were glad at the
hour of death to recant their mad sophisins,
and demanded anxiously the cousolatiuts
and aids of that religion which they pro
tended 10 despise. . Wo  translate with
treadoms, from the Frouch work of Abbe
Gullois, ot ** Canfession

“ Lu Meteie, 2 physician and man of
Yetters, fimous for his errors und desolating
Jottrines, tfearned ot Jast o detest the ab-
surd philosophy in which lie prided, and
which carrivd him into so many excesses,
‘Ho publicly disavowed his errors, caused
a priest to be called and showed a great
desite to leave wab the world uncquive-

cal pronfs of his repentance.  He died at
Berlin, in 17561,

The Count de Boulainvilliets, die u3-
thor of many works replete with sarcasm
and ridivulo sgainst rehgion, died on the
23d of January, 1723. But 10 lus last
moments he solicitously demanded, wnd
joyfully received the sacrament of the
Bucharist, after having made to the priest
a confession of tis sins.

Montesquicu cartied to great lengths the
freedom of private judgment on religious
subjects, wile in the full enjoyment of
life.  But when death began todraw neas,
he called for & confessor, and gave up s
last hours to seligion.  He did at Pans
10 1750,

Du Marsais, who died on the 11b of
Jund, 1736, had published many woiks
tilled with undisserbled haired againsy re-
ligion ; but he tov would havae the priest
by his bedside when death came, and 1t1s
sard that the confessor was much edified
by the lively fanh manifested by the reps
entant plidosopber i thuse last solemn
momems of his life.

Mauprriuis, a member of the academy of
sciences, and a learncd Astronomer, had
w lus + oiks tuvoured the senseless belief
of materiatists.  Butrcesng death advance
to gather Inm to the grave, he began to re-
flect upon his pride and fully, coufessed
his sins, and died at Bale in 1759, in the
arms of two Capuchin friars whose pres
sence he had solicited.

Fouteaclle, one of the founders of the
Pinlosophic sthool, died at Pans on e
1th of Januacy, 1757. Oan the first of
ihat month, finding the aymptloms of bis
discase very threatening, he had sent for a
priest and solictied the sacransents of reli-
gion which Le received in his perfect sen-
ses.

Boulanger, awthor of a mort danger-
ous and 1mpious work, entitled Antiquity
unvciled, (Antiquite devoilee™ ) on his
death-bed gave evidence of the most live-
ly remorse. He was visitedby Mr. Lam-
beit, canton of St. Hoitore, with whom he
had several conferences on the subject of
religion, giving muny cvidences of corrow
and repentance,  Lle died on the 16ih of
September, 1759.

The Marquis &’Argens, celebrated fo;
his lively but uncurbed imagination, and
his open incredulity, dicd in 1771, He was
taken sick at the housc of ane ot his sis-

ters in Provence, where e denounced the
impious seniineats and opinions which he

had hitherto helds 1o became convinced
of the truth of religion, repenied, went to
confession, and dying implored the priest
who attended him to stay by his bed sido
and supgest pious sentuments aud proycrs
while e wus travelling throngh that teri-
ble passage from lfe to eternuy. Ihs
biower, the President d*Eguilles loved 1o
recount how tlns  proud and irreligions
biother ot last humbied bunself beforoe his
God.

Toussaint, the author of the book des
Meurs winch as La Harpo says, was the
first in which o plan of notural morahty,
independent of scligion, wus proposed,ma-
nifested he greatest repentance when

filed with antichristian sentiments and
opiniuns, went to confession, and received
the other consolations of rehigion eighit
days before his death, whizh occurred in
1783,  D'Alembert, having understood
that a priest hud been with him several
times, came to inform im that rumours on
this score were citculated in the world in\‘
jurious to his character. But de Tressan
received this admonitiod wi h indignation,
und d'Alembert withdrew conflused.

The too famous Duke of Orleans, when
condemned to death, entered into himsel,
and in his prison mude a goneral confes. '
sion to the Abbe Lotringer.  When at,
the fuot of the scaffuld, he again kneltand,
struck by the maledy which wrminated his| demanded sbsolution once were, shewing,
o in 1788, Ile loudly condemned the ! a marked repentance for ull the crames. of
scandal of s conduct and ol his wriings, !+
and received the saccaments of rehpwnt  De Langle, the author of many impious
with the marxs of the greatest pietv.  Ov ! works, and among others of o * voyuge'
the very duy of his death, he called his‘o,- trave! in Spain,” where ot every page
friends around him, and in their presence Ihe insult religion, having fallen sick in
thus uddressed bis son: ** My son, hear 1807, bepas to feel qualms of conscicnce|
whay I now say to you. | am about ! for what he had done, and to tremble fori
to appenr before God to give an account | the future. Ho wished to see a piiest
of myltlu 2 1 have offended him much,and I whom he’ joyfully received,and in Qe
1 stand in great need of his metey. 1 havo! tober of that year, died with every ap-
scandalized you by my irreligious conduct! pearance of sincere repentance, fortified
and my woildly maxims. Do you parden | by the sacraments of the church,
mo? Will you do what is necessary that! M. Robinet,author of a woik on Nature,
God also way pardon me?  Will you of ) filled with paradoxical opinions upon the
yourself arrive at other principles than | atiribmes of God, upon the soul, on mullcr,i
those which [ tave given youl Hear,! &e., 1tecovered his religivn at last, made a
my son, the tardy lessons which [ giwe ! tecantation of his erross by a public decla-
you at this moment: I cull God to wit- I ration, and died at Rennes in 1820, in the

H i} o ive
‘ vhich he had beea guily. ‘trop o af christia

ness, whom I am now about to rcceivc.'
zod Leture whom 1 am about 1o appear,!
thut if I have appeared not to be n chustian»
in my actions, 1 my discources, in my
writings, it was never from conviction : it
was only fron human respect, from va~
ndy, and to pleose ceriain persons. ...
Kuecl down, my san; join vour prayers
with those of the petsons who now listen
to me : promiso to God that you will pro-
fit by my last lessons, and tescech him to
purdon me.”

Bovguer, a member of the Royal Aca-
demy of Sciences, and a profound geome-
trician, and at whose death d’Alambert
declared, **we have just lost the best in-
tellect of the ac ademy,?’ had been unfortu-
nate enough to lose his fuith, Towards
the end ol kis career he had been attracted
by the fume of a celebrated Domwican
preaches, Father Laherthonie, whose ser-
mons once more lighted up the spask of
fasth in his bosom. Ile resolved on con-
fessing his sins and errors 3 but before do-
ing so, hie unveiled to several persons the
sectet motive which hud lured him to the
ranks of the infidels. *I was only incre-
dulous because I was corrupt: letus to
that which is mosturgent, my father ; it is
my heart more than my micd that stands
in need of a cure.”  ‘This conversion was
sincere, and 1n August, 1758, he died an
edifving and christian death,

Buflon, whose systems have caused him
to be ranked among the philosophers, in
his last hours, gave evidence of the niest
religious semiments.  Ho made his con-
fession to Igautius Bougault, a capuchin,
and having recewved the sacraments, died
in 1788.

The Count de Tressan, the friend of
Yolaire, and the author of scveral works

most christian and cdifying sentiments..
Napoleon, in his glory, made religion
consist in hearing a splendid musical mass
o~ festivals and Sundays; bat Napoleon,
a1 St. Helena, had ather seotiments about
religion.  He caused an talian priest to
Le invited to the Idand, the Abbe Bonavi-
so; and on the authonty of Doctor Aat-
omarchi, who was then un the Liland, s
stated that the ex-En-peior, asked and res
ceived from s Chaplain in his last mo-
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wone then, unless thov have been thrde
years fiequunting schonl, nod receividg
teligious instruction,  From 9 10 12 yearr,
children must not waork ahave 10 hours.
From 12 10 16, childien must aot work
ubove 12 hiours, with ong hour's interval
No boy ar girl uader 16 10 work at nights.

Wo have great pleasure in copying from the
Monireal Gazette the follownnr just tributo to
oue worthy und much erteemed fricod, the
Rev. Me. Phelan :—

An cloquent ond affectionate Address was
recently pregented to the Rev. P, Phelan,
who, for the last sixteen years, officiated ot
the Recollect Chuech, by tus Roman Catholic
hearcrs, previous to hie unexpocted removal to
Bytown. Mr Plielan has been promoted to
the office of Vicar Gernieral, preparatory to his
advancement as Coadjuto- to the Bishop of
Kwmgston. lis dintinﬁuishcd zeal ond philan-

y acknowledzed among

al! classes of christung ; hisnfluence over his

congregation was unbounded ; and his depar-
ture will be regarded by all with sincore re.
reb. '

‘I'he Address was prescated to him at the -

Semunary. by o large and bighly respectable

ommitice of the Irish, and Roman Catholics
of the city, speaking the English language,at
th2 lead of whom were Alderman Tobio,
Messts, Dunn., Cotterell, Collins, Conlan,
Hurking, J. and C. Curran, [irwett, Murphy,
Dromgool, T. McNaughtes, ¥ Brennan, Tul-
ly, hfnhony. Dr. O’Doherty and others.
While the address was being read, tho Rev.
gentleman was powetfully affected, and gricf,
iwo puwetful to be controled, drew tears
from many among the auditors. At the so-
Jemn and touching conclusion of the Rev.
gentleman’s answer, ull present kuelt and re-
ceved bis fervent and picus benediction, after
which, the Deputation inuu iduaily tookan of-
fectionate farewell of their « everend friend
and instructor, and separated, it may beadded
without great exaggeration, in silence and
tears.

['The Address, with the Rev. Mr. Phelan’s
Reply, will appear in our next.]

On the eve of the cousecration of Mon-
seigneur Arnoldi, Bishop.of Treves, on
presenting himself at Cobleniz, to the Pees
sident of the Rhcnish province, to take
the oath of allegianes ta his Prus-jan Ma-
jesty, he was presented wan a written for-
mulary, wherema pledge was contnited
not to correspond ditectly with Rome.

ments the sp.ritual succows of religion

Bisides these, other Philgsopliers wishs
ed to do the sawme, butby one circum-
<tance or anotber were prevemed.  For
instance D’Alembert, had called the priest
but Condorset would not let him approach
the dyintg Philosopher. Diderot was pre.
paring a public recantatoin of his errors
when removed by his ireligious friends
into the country where he died.

Santerte had called the priest, but died
before be came. Barras wished the priest,
but this was denied him by Ins revolution-
ary compatiiots, who paid oo attention to
liis dewnands,

And Voltaire, when sick at Maisons in
1724, did go to confession :—ufierwards,
when sick in Germany, he did the same;
and on his death-bed, which presented a
scene of terrible despair, he would have
been glad to* see the priest, but this was
refused by his philosophic friends.

The death of the philosophers is a suf-
ficient refutation of all their impious writ--
ings against religion.

Goop Maxuracturie Recurarion
The Austrian Government has issued an
order relative to the employment of chil-
dren in manufactorics. No child is to

‘The pe-late sefused to take the oath unti!
the article was expunged, asmconsi .2
with the liberal measures which the King
had udopred: but Mr. Arnuldi persisting in
his refusal, a special wmessenper was dess
patched to the King, then at Cologne, who
direcied thut the clause should be omits
1ed. The consecration took place un the
18th September.— C: Herald,

A Weli Requited Diguitary —The following
scrap from an Enghisl cantemporary, shows a
very sure mode of adequate compensation be.
ing guaranteed to the Archbishup of Canter-
bury far the weighty and dificl? undertaking
of writing © A form of thanksgiving,” No
less o suin than nine thousand three hundred
and seventy-five dollars 1 1+ for a preyer of
1500 letters.” His Graco owes ¢ a thanks-
giving" 10 the churchwardens we should thint
for their 7560 crowns.— 16

“ It is stated that in ecach of the 15,000
parishes of England, where the Archbishop of
Canterbury's form of thankegiving, ordered by
council, ehall bo read to-morrow, the church-
wardens will be ealled upon to pay 2s. 6d. for
the copy thereof. 75000 crowns for the ma.
k:ng and printing of 15,000 copies of a prayer
of 1500 letters will pay pretty well—won'tit?

Paupers in Europe—Among the 178,000,
000 sndividuals who inhabit Europe, there aze
said to be 19,700,000 beggars, or persons who
subsist atthe expense of the community, with.
out contributing to its resources. In Den.
mark, the proportion is 5 per cent; in Eng.
land, 10 per cent. ; in Hotiand, 14 per cent. ;
in Paris, in 1813, 102,850 paupersout of 530,
000 ; in Liverpoo!, 108,000 out of 217.660.
The number of indigent, it is feared, hgu ra.

work younger than wine years old, nor

ther increaged than decreascd.
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