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Syrians. In i Chron., in the account of the samie battli, the
number is given as 7,000. In 1 Rings xx. 30, it is said the
wall of Aphek fell and killed 27,000 Syrians. Is it wrong to
questicn the exactness of this number? TI 2 Chron. xiii. 17,
we are told that Abijahi put to death 500,000 of the followers
of Jeroboam. Is it possible that the rebel chief had so, large
an aimy that in one battie hie lost by death a number of
soldiers twice the size of the standin 'g army of Great Britain,
the largest and greatest empire of history ? I believe in the
infallible inspiration of the sacred wvriters, but flot of copyists
nor of transiators, either of 1611 or even of 1880. In the
New Testament there, are 150,000 variations of readings, but
there are not fifty of these that materially affect the sû.cred
narrative, and, .as showvn by that distingruished Unitarian
seholar, Ezra Abbott, not one invalidatingy any Christian doc-
trine. Indeed, ho. shows that the very numiber of variants,
being causecl by so vast a mass of testimony in MSS., versions,
lectionaries, and patristies, gives almiost absolute certainty ini
determining the original text; that is, havingr so many authori-
ties to consuit in collatingr them ail in each separate case of
variation> a degree of certainty cari be secured Nvhic'h, in
secular liistory or criticism, or ini science, would be pronounced
absolute.

In this analysis I have giveri a place to verbal inspiration
Bide by side with what is k-nown as9 the Dynamic theory. 1
arn awvare that the latter is generally regarded as precluding
the former. I thirik this is not necessariîy so, but that the
spirit of inspiration, whilc presenting truth througyh the chan-
nel of the normal action of the intellectual faculties, and bear-
ing the tinge of the writer's peculiarities of style and tempera-
ment, stili guides his wvriting so as to give infallible exactriess
to every word, without xnechanically usine him as a tool. The
Roman Catholie Bishop of Amycla, in the symposium before
mentioned, gives a very goociilsrto vih nsm

1respects, correctly typifies this point. A ruler wishing to serid
an important despatch abroad, makzes known to a minister of
the crowri what ho wishes to say. The latter proceeds to, for-
mulate the despatch, at the same time being overruled and
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