
166 ,,Canad4an Metltodàit. Magazine.

It is -better, to, know on1e subjoct thoroughly than' to, have ani
imperfeet sniatteri'nàg*of many subjeets.

Several Canadian ladies -have wvon a dlistinguished reputation:
in the study of botany, by collecting and claàsifying our native
flora. A gnea friend of ours especially prosecuted the!à
study of grasses, and is 110W one of the highest living authorities
on that 'subject. Another, and with great success, mnade a
specialzty of fungi. Another took up the subjeet of entomology,
and bas conferred great and lasting benefit on society by his
investigations of insect 1ife, especi.lly .of those species injurious
to, plants an~d fruits. Amateur geology or microscopy alfords a,
-çvide field for original investigration.

If oiPtastes are more purely literary and we are fond of
historical or biographical investigation, instead of attempting tÔ
skima over a vast field it were better to select some ii4portant
period or subject and to study it up thorougyhly, exhausting every
accessible auithc-rity and, if possible, consulting codntemporary
ineinoirs and original documents. Iu this manner xnay' we
confer real benefits on science or literature, and experience the
eager joy of exploring previoùusly unknown or littie trodden
paths, and of adding, at ieast, a humble contribution to, the stock
of human knowledge.

There is one subject, especially, which may well engage the
profounde .st study of the most cultured minds, andi which, above
ail others, will amply repay the labour bestowed-we' iean the
careful and critical study of the Word of God. And here
the samne rifles of specialization seem to us to, apply as in
other studies. While one should endeavour to gain clear-
conceptions of the full-orbed beauty of the Divine revelation as
a whole, it is only by the minute and ciitical stuidy of somne
p.trticular portions that >the anazing and inexhaustible riches of
Holy Scripture are even, measurably apprehended. And thanks
to. the admirable -apparatus for Biblical st;udy 10w within the
reaých of alI, even the uniettered, may, with pleasure and profit,
engage in this delightfül task No studies, we are persuaded&
will so inforin the understanding, cultivate tLie taste, and en-noble
the nature; none can be so practiéally useful in this h.fe, .and so
moMentously important for the life that is to, corne.


