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to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about -a hundred weight." Tien Josephi and Nicodernus c< took
the body of Jesus, and. wound it in linen elotll- with the spices,
as the manner of tlie Jews is to bury. Now iný the place where
He was cirucifIed there was a garden, and ini the garden a new
seI)uIclire, wherein was neyer mnan yet laid.> There Joseph aind
Nicodemus laid Jesus. * These men are coupled as kindred
spirits, as if aiediscipnles of Jesus secretly for fear of the
Jews. The expression that Nicodeinus came to Jesusý by night
" at llrst " appears to imply that he was advanced from that
beginning, th at lie had profét by that great interview.

It is rernarkable thiat in the first mention of Nicodemus, after
thie conversation, it is said he wvas " one of the Pharisees," but in
the second mention of him, in connection with Joseph, this
description is omitted, as if to denute that he had cteased to be
ccone of thern."i

Wrhat Nioemsheard at flist «Ly nigilit has stirred the heaits
of countless inultituçies and led thern into life. Many, it is to be
feared, have heard and read it in vain, becaube of their counter-
choiee, their inattention and unbelief ; maliy, probably, have heard
or read it at first with Nicodemus-like ignorance and incredulity,
but after'vards pondered it '.thl profit, and multitudes by means
of it have been burL, ag(,ain. It is fur every man and fur all time.
It is fur every pulpit and Sunday-schlool and family. And its
influenue and etfivaey are widening with the suns. The foremoý,t
doctrine of the Lutheran era wvas juzitiflcation by faith;- the fore-
most doctrine of the Methodistie era bas been regeneration by
the Spirit. The one is the complernent of the other, the on(-
ixuplies the othier;- and both, in their Scriptural completeness and
validity, are thie xnigh;-ity means of spiritual conquesL and culture.
They cau neyer he superseded or rivalled; and their function wvill
neyer be -.finished tili, as Unhe seed of the kingdom, they 1111 the
face of the vor1d withi fruit, anid th-e last believer is bora intu the
family of God.

* John xix. 38-42.


