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THE MEMOKRIES OF A WINTER.

BY THR EDITOR.

©A? ye whom social pleasure charms,
Whoso bearis the tido o! kindness warns,
Wha, hold your being on the terms.
Each aid the othewr,
Comne tu 10y bowl, come to iy arnms,
My fricnds, my BROYBERS »—Burns,

We protaised some sketches of the companions
of Buras, during the winter he speotn Edinburgh,
—fnends, rather, for many of the masonic ac-
quaintances he made duning that winter remained
tus fast {ricnds during the residue of his brief and
chequered life. They are worthy of record here,
aot alone for their disinterested friendship to the
Poet, but for their own excellencies and on sciount
af tieir prominence in the Craft,
does it happen that a very trivial matter changes
eatirely the currentof a man’s life, and affects
lum for weal or woe even down to the grave. A
prvats letter written by a friend of Burns, com<
mendatory of the first Edition of hig Poems, ar-
sested tus steps just as he was sbout to sail for the
West Indies, and changed his destination to_Edin-

burgh—to popularity-—~to enduring famé ! Had he

How often -

s

‘gane to the Islands, he might have survived the
- ordeal ; but it_is more hkely that, with s tem-
i peramnent, and the weight of saduess resting: vpon
. hus heart ut the time, he would have found an
obscure and early greve: a trifle chanzed the
; current of his life; he went to the Caputol, threw
himself into society, called into activity all tus
powers, and won an imwmortality as endurmng as
the mountains.of his native land ¢

ALEXANDER FERGUSON

was the Worshipful Master of Canongate Kilwin®
mng, as heretofore stated, and placed the wreath
an the brow of Burns, as Poect-Laureate of the
Lodge, on the evening of the first of March, as
. narrated in our last number. He remained a
warm friend to the Poet ever after the occasion
alluded to. Burns repeatedly acknowledged tus
fsiendship, in prose and verse, with all the grati-
tude of his fervent and impulsive uwature. It is
Ferauson, "doubtless, whom he represents as ad.
dressing him in the following stanza:
¢ No longer mourn thy fate 15 hard,
‘Thus pootly Jow !
I.come 10 give thee such reward
Aswe bestow.”?

** Alexander Ferguson, Esq.. of Crardarroch;
Advocat and Assessor of the Burgh of Canongate,
was Master of Canongate. ““winning Lodge from
June 1784, to June 1787 .nd nppears to have
been a man in easy circun _ances, a fine lawyer,
and something of a wit. Burns refers to him in
* The Whistle,” as

% Craigdarroch, o0 famous for wit, worth, and law,”

It was he who figured a contestant for the Whistle
1n the contest for that celel wzted relic, and wonit.
Burns gives the history of the bauble as follows

t In the train of Anne of Denmark, when she
came to Scotland with our Yames VL., there came
over also 2 Danish gentleman of gigantic stature
and great prowess, and & matchless champion of
Bacchus. He had a litle cbony whistle, which
at the commencement of the orgtes he laid on the
tahle, and whoever was the last ableto blow u,
cvery body else being disabled by the potency of
the bottle, was to carry off the whistle as a trophy
of victory. The Dane challenged the Scots to the
alternative of trying his prowess, or else acknow-
ledging their inferiority.  Afler many overthrows
on the part of the Scots, the Dane was encountered
by Sir Robert Laurie, of Maxwelton, who after
three days and three nights® hard contest, left the
Scandinavian under the table, ’

¢ And blew on the whastic b requiem shrill.®
Sir Walter, son to Sir Robert, before-mentioned,

afterwards lost the whistle to Walter Riddel, of
Gleuriddet.”?

' Durng Burus’ residence at Ellislad the
{ Whistle, being n possession of Captan Ruddel,
deacentlant of Walter, and a neighbot of Burns, he
* ermmed o submit it to another friendly contest:
between himself and two other descendents of him
who won i as a trophy from the Daune, namely,
Alexander Ferguson and Sir Robert Laurne, M. P.
1he meenng tecok place at Friarg® Carse, aud
Burns was present by invitation to wness the
iial and resuit, The prize was won by Mr.
Feiguson, and Burus left his tecord of 3t i * THE
WaisTLE.”  Such thiugs entered into the fashion
of ihe times, but would hardly be commended at
the prescat day. .

Mr. Ferguson pessessed superior atliinments,
and much Kindness and amiasbility of dwsposition,
fle was thiown from tis horse and died, three
months before the Poet.

Lorp Ercto.

« For though hie was of high degree,
The ficut a pride, nac pride had he,
Mair than an honest plowman.?*—Buras,

During this memorable winter, the Hon, Francis
Charteris was Grand Master of Masons in Scote
land; aud 1t was he who presided in the Graud
Lodge on the eveming of the 13th of December,
when Burns wes presented, aad who wave the
toast—'* Caledonia, and Caledoma’s bard—B.ro.
Buras.” which was cchoed by the entire meeling
with “moltiplied honors am! repeated acclama-
tions.”

‘The Hon. Fraucis Charteris was the ouly son
of Francis the fifth Earl of Wemyss, 2nd was born
on the 31st of January, 1749. 1n 1780 he was
chosen Member of Parzament, and on us father’s
succession to the Earldom of Wemyss, m Mauy
1787, Mr. Cnarteris succeeded as Lord Elcho,
He was an active and mfluential member of the
House of Commons, and succeeded in carrying
through 1t some mmportant measures. [o later
yeass he devoted Ins atiention o agricultural pur-
swits, which he studied minutely, and i winch he
became proficient,

History does not tell us when or where he was
watiated nto Freemasonry, but he wes a very
achive and zealous member. He was promunent
as the Master of the St. Johu’s Lodge, Hadding-
lon; and on the 3d of March, 1779, he became a
member of the Canongate Kilwinning, ** wherehe
carnied 2 motion o the effect thatall wcmbers
of the Haddington Lodge should, while m the
Canongate Kilwinmng, be full members thereof,
aud tice verea.” This was a very singular mo-
ton, and it is more singular still that it was adopt-




