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break
socially,

It is on oceasions of this kind where
friendships are renewed and strength
ened. and the better part of cur natures
brought to the surface. Did you ever
notice with what sineerity the country
brother grasps fhe hand of his neigh-
bor, how he swings on to it while he
asks after “ Nancy and the children,”
and il * they are not well,” how sym
pahetic hie looks, and *sends them
his love 2™ How interested he is in
“your crop,” and if you **nced rain
badly,” how easily he lets you down by
“s0 do we in our neighborhood,™ there-
by causing you to feel that yoar pros-
pects for a crop areas good as the best.
In fact, he newer turns you loose until
he has gone through the catalogue of
questions pertaining o your welfare
and softened the corns in your hands
by the fraternal squeeze he continues
o give.  Such a shake as this comes
from an honest  heart, warmed up
through the influence of Masonry, and
ought to he appreciated by him who
is lucky crough to reccive such recog-
nition.

Nuote the difference, if you pleasc,
when he meets the eity brotier, how
execedingly shy he seems, and how
gently he grasps your hand. Why, do
vou ask ? - Beeause he has been raised
i a different social school, and is afraid
thit a good old fashioned country
shake might not just be in keeping
with city wavs and might hurt your
delicade white hand. e is also reti-
cent in your presence, and while he
does his hest to make yon feel at home,
yet he is a lide diffident because vour
ways are not like his ways, But go
with him in the Lodge raom, note how
he takes in the esoteries, and mark his
approval of good work done or impres-
sions made on the candidate.  We
have been honored by those present
leaving their seats and gathering about
the east 1o cateh every word we uttered,
and occasicnally assist in * warming us
up” by their “amens” and “thank the
Lord,” all of which we hcartily approv-
ed.

bread and  enjoy themselves

THE CANADIAN CRAFISAIAN.

Where, in a city Lodge, have you
ever seen this done?  Nowhere, we
imagine, at least with few exceptions.
We never have, And why?  Because
the city brother takes everything he
hears and sces as a matter of course,
and the most of them are vain enough
to imagine they “could do just as
well or a littde better.”  Little do they
think that by their coldness and apa-
thy they are pouring ice water down
the spine of their Master, causing him
to have the cold shivers, and thereby
destroying in a great measure the happy
clfect of the degree. The good Mas-
ter, like the good actor, if he can
“catch his audience,” he can do twice
as well, because he becomes enthased
by their approbation.

Then, again, when the work is over
you never hear the country brother
criticise his Master, Lut, on the con.
trary. will compliment him, and tell
hin ** how well he has done the work ;
how pleased the candidate was ; anc
how glad he is at being able to be pre-
sent.”  While on the other hand, the
city brother sits in judgment on the
work as a critic, especially if he s
“hright,” and most of them seem 1o
think they are, and as soon as the work
is done proceed to twit their Master
and poke fun at him for some little
thing he done “wrong,” or for the in-
vorrect reading of some part of the
ritual. Al this goes o show that the
ity Master must be constantly on the
alert and pay more attention o the
rendition «f his work than to the lite
and soul he puts i si. - Of course, there
are exceptions to this rule, and the
*truly bright™ brother never hesitates
to compliment good work irrespective
of the few littde mistakes that may have
been wade, and thereby cause his Mas-
ter, especially if he is a young man, to
feel that his work was not in vain.

Once more note, if you please, with
what tender eare the country brother
nurses the sick of his Lodge: how
promptly he fills his place when called
upon by the Master to “watch with
Brother So and s0,” and how particular
he is in explaining to the one who re-



