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Becket spent a great deal of L.s tine abroad,
and only returned to England, it would seem, t
to forcei upon his king things wiich somne
foreign power like tiat of the pope thouglit
good to decree. His war cry was " the liberty
of the Church," which lie understood to be
freedom from the King of England. It would
have been better if le Iad turned his attention
to the gross immoralities of his clergy, vho are
said to have been guilty frequently of the worst
of crimes. The king earnestly wished to
change this for the better. In many ways he
sought to reform the manners and customns of
his people, and wished especially to cleanse
the ranks of the clergy from scandalots actions.
The law for clerical offenders was such that
they could not be punisled as laynien, but
simply handed over to the mnonasteries for
discipline. .\ clergyman might commit murder
or any other crime,and only pay some ridiculous
penîance in puînishmient. In trying ta remîove
this scandai, the king slouild have reccived the
support of the archbishop; but instead of that
lie was met with defiant opposition. lBecket
sounded the crv of " the liberty of the Cliurch,"
and through his influence the bishops refused
the royal deiands, whereupon the king swore a
great oath that they, as well as others, shouîld
obey his laws. Becket had gone too far and vas
obliged to retract. Tle king summoned a
council at the Castle of Clarendon, where the
"Sixteen Constitutions of Clarendon" were

drawn ip and the archbishop, fearing uthe
vrath of the king and the threatenings of his

powerfuil barons, reluctantly signed themn-
only to be hitterly sorry for it afterwards. He
fel that the world hîad triiumîîpled over the
Clîurch, and therefore gave hinseif up to
external penance which frigitened terriblv the
the cirdinary leholder. Vet, the Constitu'tions
of Ciareidon were ciieflv wliolesome regula-
tions for dealing with offending clerics.

l'he kiig felt that the pride and power of his
contumacious archlishop nust alike be broken,
-mnd, vith the help of the Archbishop of York
tever readv to h ivte a fling at Canterbury), tihe
other bishops of Engiand and his powerful
'arons, lie- stripped Becket of his noney, and
left him shnrn of al] poner, so that he was

ldiged to steal awav from England a fugitive
Ishsgiised as a ionk. .\fter iuch suffering
and nany privations lhe reached France, where
the king, Louis vu-, receit ed himu kindlv and
even with the pomp due to him as chîshoî,
id Canterbury. But Becket retired to a mon-
astery, where le remiaincd for over two years,
'.îub;itting to the hard, austere discipline in
i vogue in suclh institutions in th->se days-days
when it was considered pions to bc covered
witlh dirt and vermin and to stubniit to severe
bodily torture and pain.

in the imeartime King Henrv's terrible
wrath was unappeased. le visitei it upon ail

the relations and friends of Becket and sent
them forth penniless from the kingdom so tiat
the archlbishop imighît sec the e il fruit of his

i policy.
But Thomas hy no menans as yet felt himself

crushed. FIe aroused himself as if for battle.
Leaving his monastery, ie praceeded ' 'o a
cathiedral town of Burgundy and there us
a decree of excommunication against those
bishops and barons who had assisted the King
of E ngland in robbing Canterbury of lier lawfrui
property.

'lhe king was not included in the excommuni-
cation, yet lhe was not withoIat his fears regard.
·mg it, thouglh lie showed it not. Though he
declared that lie "cared not an egg" for their
excommunications, yet je knew very weil that
it would le a most uncomfortable tihmsii, for him
to ie under the han of the Clirch.

lHe, therefore, hegan to listen to ternis of
reconciliation. Pope Alexander III. tried to
bring thiese two fiery elenients together in the
bonds of peace. Four successive commissions
endeavored to effect this and at timies thev
scemed to have succeeded. The king anl
Becket met more than once, but only to part in
anger, for the arcihbishiop always nade Henry
feel that lie lield the lionor of the Churcli far
albove lis fealty to iiiu as King of England.
lie king rode off in fierce anger.
But the fourth commission was more success.

fui. Wiether it was that Henry vas weary of
the contest, or that le began to sec thiat lhe was
injuring himihself by it (for Becket bail the pope
and the people on his side --two great powers
of the day), le suddenly yieided everything;
and Becket, in a lit of gencrosity, thîrew hiumî-
self at his ionarclis feet, while t'he king, not to
be outdone, dismnotunted and hîeld the archibisl-
op's stirrup while lie regained the saddle fron
which lhei had thrown hiiiself.

And the astonished conmmissioners looked on,
surprised at their ownr success.

The way wvas now open for Thomias to retuirnl
to lus country and diocese, froi which lie had
ieen absent for six years. Yet trotibles awaited
himuu. The bishops could not forget the excom-
iîuinication lue had liurled ai thei; nor did the
ikng liimself, after all, feel very muuuiclh at rest,
though much of his power lie hiad now handed
over to lis son, whio liad been crowned h the
Archbisliop of York-an affront to Canterbury
which Becket haid not yet learned to forget.

His return to England vas marked by a
lrilliant reception given to hiiî hy the people
at Canterbury. Biut the barons were against

iminu, and lie liad been warned more than once
to beware of Niorian daggers. Instead of try-
ing to conciliate these fierce men, Becket rani
couînter to themu. Ail whio iad assisted at the
young king's coronation were to be considered
excomnumicated.

Whien the old king hecard this at Bayerux,


