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generally did this ona the side on which Alice wras walking, she soon
found it was the bestplan not te walk qute close te the horse.

SI'n afraid youi've net lad much piactice in riding," sie ventured te
say a- she waa helpmiig Lina up fi.ar lais fifth tuntible. lhe knigit looked
very nuch surprised and alittle uffended at the renark. 'Wbat iakes
you say that ? " lie asked. as he scranbled back into the saddle, keeping
hold rf Alice's hair with one baud, tu iae l>inself froi fallng over un
the other side.

" Beiqîca people don't fall oif quite ro ofteni wlhen they've had much
practice."

I've hlad plenty of practice," the liniglht said gravely; "plenty of
practice i " Alice could thmnk of nothig better te say than "Indeed !"
but Mhe said it as heartily as s' . could. They vent on a little way in
silence after this, the knight, witi. bis eyes shut, muttering te himself,
aisl Alceu wateinag anaxiousiy for the next tumble.

" The great art of riding," the kriiglt buddeniy began in a loud voice,
waving his right arm as he spoke, " is to keep *- Here the sentence
enided as suddenly as it had begun. as the knuight fell heavii3 on the top
Af his lcad exactly in the path ihere Alie ias waisnag Stie was quite
frightenna ti time', a11l sali iii an araxi. sa tLnt, ab lS picked lui up.
"I hope no bones are broken ?"

" None te speak of," the knight said, as if he didn't mind breaking two
or three of then. " The great art of riding, as I was saying, is- to keep
yoir balance properlv. Like this, you know" - He let go the bridle
and streteled out hoth his arms to shew Alice what le menant, and this
tune ie feli fiat on lus backrght under the horse's feet.

Plest, of practice ! lie went on repeating. ail the tunie Alice was
gt ttiig hima on hiis feet. again. " Pienty of practice! "

" It's too ridiculous! " cried Mlice, losing ail her patience this tine.
Youa ,ught to htavt a vood n hurse un wheels, thatyou ought!'' Does

t1Lat go Mil., il thse kaiglt nakedal is a ltait of greau imterest, ciasepinig
hlis arns aroiud the horse's neck as ho spolke, just in timo to save bim-
self fimma, timnbling off again. "Muchs more sioothl.> thani a lvu brse,"
Alice said, with a little screna of laughter, in spite ef ail shie could do te
preaent it. "I'Il get one," the kniglat said, thoughtfully to himself.

One or two-several."

" The great art of riding is to keep your balance properly ;' and
the great art of reading is tu know when to give the sound, and
when te give this sound, and when te give another sonud to the
same letter, and in keep your mental balance anong ail this coun-
fusion. Alice " fuund it was the best plan nut to walk guite close

tu the horse ," and children very soon instnctively learn thatit is

the best plan not to keep gutte close te the letteis, but tu be ready
to give a new sound te the old friends at discretion or indiscretion.
AnIs thuîs a want or firmness, conifidensce, and mental clearness as
geanerated. which yrbably delays the acquisition of other subjects,
and which may in fact stick te the pupil ail lais life. For the atti-
tude of the mind in learning te read English is net a simple one-.
like the mental attitude of the German child. It is a threefold
state of mind. The child bas te do not one thing, but thrce
things :

. He has to notice when he must not notice (in the case of silent
letters) ;

2. He bas to notice when ho muet alter his translation of a sym-
bol-or be false to his past experience ;

3 He must notice when to give the oid translationiu, or keep true
to his past experience.

It s .ery difficult to maake one set of movements mith the right
haud. and a different net with the left ; but if we had te keep up a
third and still different set of novements with one of the feet, it
would be a very slow and difficult thing te learn.

The language contains more than 1300 words the notation of
which is not in harmony with the pronunciation , and these 1300
words are the commonest-the most in daily use. Of these, 800
are monosyllables-and theso too in the must commun use-words
like too, said, they, brought, oeu, and once. The problen of teach-
ing to read a true notation is te train children to co-ordinate with
and fit tothe eyr Jan,auage (the printcd symbol), which they do not
yet know, the car-language, which they have known from their
earliest days. But whas if the eyo-language refuses to be fitted to
the ear-language i What if they have long bid each other good-
bye and taken separate paths ? Wlat if the task becomes for the

child a nercly arbitrlary and entirely forceful linking of the one
to the other ?

The important question nuw arses. 1.5 therc an autulote to this
state of thtnq 2 Thu two duscases or malformations in the lan-
guage are plain to overy one ; and they are porpetually present to
the elemenitary teacher. What are ve to do ?

The analogy in human affaira points to the faut that the presence
of a great defect in one direction points te the presetice of a great
power in another directioù ; and the question arises: la there, for
the enormous deficiencies and absurdities in our notation, some
enuntervailing advantage in the language ?

I believe there is an antidote-a very simple but a very effective
one. The antidote is tu he found in the language itsealf. Itis easy
by the invention of diacritical * marks, to guide the child to the
nrdinary proamciation , but thon thesu diacritical marks are them-
selves a new notation. The cure is not to be found in that direc-
tien. The languap. is poor n lotters ; but it is rich in words.
Tho wealth of the vocabulary nay make up for the poverty of the
alphabet. There is no more common experience in the writing of
English than the quickness wYhich the mind suon acquires in reject-
ing this phrase and preferring that-in s.-bstituting one word for
another-in selecting, amaong a number of candidates, the aptest
word f-Ir the purpose. There is probably nu European language
with se many different words for ,he sane notion ; and it is quite
possible to write one's ideas n two perfectly different kinds of
English-Latinised English or pure English. This then raises the
hopo-is it possible that, by ,conscious selection, we should come
to write English which should present nu difficulties te the '.earner,
and which should be printed in a self-consistent notation 1

I have made the small but important discovery that there ie such
a notation in the language, and that it is possible tu write deua't
English in it. Among the detritus of a"tatiuns which represent
the English language upoui paper, there exists a PERFXcT .NoTaTION,
which is always self-consistent. and in which sound and symbol
are always in agreement. This perfect notation represents the
twenty.six letters oIf our alphabet in unly one of their functions ,
and, if intelligently taught, it can be learned with pleasure 'n a
very short time. Narrative of ail kinds-fBible Stories, Travels,
Natural History, and even Verse--can be written in this perfect
notation without much injury te the style and rhythm of the lan-
guage.

If this is so, then it follows that the existence of this perfect
notation at once pute into our hands the true method of teaching
to read. Acquaintauce with one self-consistent notation forma the
primary condition of ail methods and ail attempts at teaching the
paper-form of our language to young clildren.

A child who has mastereud this bas masterpd it with al his facul-
tics preserved to him, his rational and "naturcal "expectations
gratified, and his love for self-consistency and intellectual honesty
contented.-How to Teach English Reading.

WBO BELIEVE IN EDUCATION ?

The idea is very widely diffiused that the " educational party " is
very large, and by this tern is meant commissioners, trustees,
superintendents, principals, teachers, and that indefinable caes

frionds of education "-meanng those who send to school or
holler " about the schools-when they are running for an office.

Do not for a moment suppose that ail these peoplo believe in
education.

(1.) What a man knows nothng about, he des net, cannot, be-
lieve in. Now, how many of ail the above classes know about edu-
cation, its history, its prnciples, its ideas, its methods, its ex-
pounders, its prevailing tendency to-day, the stales of its progress,.
the history of its founders, the iafluence of each, tc.. &c. ?

Such marks, I mcan, as are used to indicate suent letters, etc., etc.


