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THL BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

" We have seen a letter in The Mark Fane
Express of the 16th May last, addressed by
Sir F. A. Mackenzie t» The Royal English
Agricultural Society, which we thimk is

- well deserving the attention of Agricultural
Societies in British Awmerica. We have
gver been of opinion that the chief object
pf Agricultural Societics should be to en-
courage the improvement of the cultivation
of the soil, and the jncrease of its goneral
production. The letter of Sir . A, Mac-
kenzie expresses our views on this subject,
so fully and in so much hetter terms than
we could make use of, that we beg to copy
the greater part of the letter for the consi-
deration of our Subscribers. We onit the
two first paragraphs as they are not exactly,
applicable to this country :—

« With regard to the prizes offercd by our
socicty, I think a great improvement could
justly be wmade in the selection. Will it
‘not be allowed tha: the highest premium
ought to be voted for what is most useful to
the nation !

Docs then utility guide the prize commit.
fee when fixing on the animal list of prenn-
ums ! For mstance let any unprejudiced
person, casting lus eyes over the list of
premiums for 1841, and seeing only £10.
awarded to Messrs. Skerving & Gibbs for
therr valuable dizplay of roots and seeds,
winlst £20. immeuiately follows for gorse-
cutter, allowed by the judges to be by no
means perfect,—would he call this a judici-
ous distribution of our funds? What com-
parison can therc be between the value of
a Skirving Swede, to the nation, and a gorse-
culter—between a superior kind of turnip
or grain calculated to increase largely the
supply of food for human beings, or for our
anunals thronghout Britain ; and a cutter of
gorse for horses and cattle only, and be-
'sides a thing out of any use, and never can
be of auy use to one aut of a thousand of
our farmers, I am decidedly of opinion, and
Ishall find cvery min of common sease
agree with me in thinking, that the discov-
ery of a superior, more prolitic, or earlier
wheat, or other grain, or a weighuer and
more nutricious root than any now known,
would be of mare value to our country, and’
Imay say, to the whole world, for it could
not be contined to Britain, — than all the
gorse-cutters, nay, even than ail the short-
‘horns one hundred tunes over, thatever car-
-ried priZes at our national or local shows—
Yet how does the matter stand in the eyes
of the pnze selecting committee ? Why,
that £100. was given for short-horns, as
premwams ; £100. for Hereford’s ; £63. for
Devon’s; £145. for caule of any kiud;
£155. for horses; .€C110. for Leicesters ;
£100. for Downs; £110. long - woolled
sheep ;3 £10. for extrastock ; angonly L30.
for pigs, by far the most useful, and conse-

- quently valuable animal to the mass of the
population; total for animals £913., and as
1 have already stated, for the roots and seeds
on whichthose very animals wheolly depend-
ed for their superiority, nay, for their very
existence—ten pownds.  Could, may [ hum-
bly ask, these cattle, sheep, &c., be produc-
ed in their perfect state, did not such men
as Skirving, Gibbe, and others, exert all thesr
talent in discovening roots and sceds, supers-
or in quantity and quality as foud for these
very an. aals; and if £915. be devoted to
the Jutter, what will any unprejudiced nan
say ought to e -allowed for that which is
the great source and cause of perfection in
these animals? Why, £1000,, I may say,
£10,000. would not be beyond the bounds

of a far proportion, could such a swin be
afiorded.

Besides this 3 a new and more valuable
roct, or new and more prohific kimd of gram,
is of importance to every man, woman, and
child, fed withm the boundaries of our isle
—will spread ns benefits over the whole
country, and come mto general use in the
course of but a very fow scasons ; whilst
the owners of first rate anmnaly do all in
their power, to keep their nvaluable hreeds
wholly in thewr own hauds, to prevent any
conipetitors at our shows heenming success-
ful rivals.  In one hundred years give what
premwms yvou hke the Spencer blood of
short-horns, o~ the Webb breed of Downs,
will not be obiumed by any great number of
our hreeders, nor by one m oue thousand of
oyr fariners, unless the premiums are givey
on conditions which 1 am abot +o propose ?
Wineh then most deserves encocrage-
ment !

What T would suggest.is this :—That
the owners of prize anupals should not be
allowed to confine a valuable Licud to their
own faru-vard. [ cousider it the daty and
great object of all our Ayr cuharal Socie-
ties to study the geyeral mterests and wel-
fare of the whole nation ; notthat of private
individual breeders only—to see that all
which has proved its superiority should as
much as possible be spread over the whole
cquntry ; and as the best means of 50 doing
as regards aninals, I propese making 1t con.
ditjongl that no male ammal shall be allow.
ed to compeie for a prize w.hout producing
a certificate that during the past year he
has served sych a fair proportion of females
as may be fiaed on, and that all farming
prizes shali come under an obhgation to
segve a proper proportion of females durjug
the rest of their lives fer a moderate but a
fair remuncration. The male praduce top,
of female prize anunals ought tu be hept en-
tire, as a cdition agreed on when receiv-
ing a premjum, and what would stil further
tend to spread the best breeds over the
whole country would be this—that all the
males got by prize males sheuld be kept by
their owners, a thing easily arranged by
making a condition when the females are
served by a prize male.  As to any security
for the fulfilment of such conditions, let us
rely on that konour which 1s the distinguish.
ing mark o1 every true-born Englishman.

In addition to my proposed innovation, 1
would briefly suggest that instead of a prem.
ium being given commenly to the fattest an.
imal exlubited, a strict inquiry should be
made as to the expense of bringjng it into
that faited state, and decided by a prefer-
ence given to that ammal or breed which
has acyured the best cundition on the poor-
est, cheapest fare. It can be of no value to
the generahty of our farmers, who look for
thesr subsistance to the profits denved from
their farms by judicious cconomy, to know
that the wealthy expend a smi in preparing
their stock for =i.0ws, double its value when
exposed fur €. i .h tion ; on the contrary, the
really valuable gift to our nation would be
those annnals arrnang at a state of perfec-
tion at the smallest expense, and such only
cught to obtain premiums. :

Wih regard to prizes, T would place a
new, carlier, more prolific, better kind of
grany capable of been grown on inferior

soil, as first 0 nmportance ; since on grain'

depends the hves-of nine-tenths of our jin-

mense popuiation: and let it not be fnrgo:-' probably be an excellent
ten that onc bushel of ancreased produce in| tion from the various fa)

arun over cvery arable acre in Britain,
would add 1,200,000 quatters annually to
our present corn crops.  What object then
deserves really the greatest encourage-
ment !

The second place should be assigned to

new superior rools, grasses, or any kind of
vegetable food.

Superior ploughs, a perfect dibbler, or
other implements capable of performing the
variouy operations necessary for llage best,
aund at least expense, shonld decidedly in
justice stand third—for their bengfit wonld
be felt speedily all over the country—and I
do hope after the promise—shall T call it—
given by The Royal Society tg my applica-
tion for a cammittee to decide the merits of
various ploughs, and prove by repeated trialy
on various kinds of soil, which will perform
the twwust and best work with the least
draught. As tq decidmyg by the necessarily
brief trials at our annual ‘shows, the thing
i impossible ; but let our Society call on
tie many willing to devote their time and
talents to this mast important object, and
ihere will be want of hundreds ready to form
a comimittee perfectly competent to decide
the question, at furthest within six months
of their appointment. :

Discoveries of new and valuable economis,
cal mnanures, the destryction of the wire<
worm—turmp fly, grub—and remedies for
the many other evils which afilict the best
agriculturists should come next, and not
yield an importance to the all absorbn
premiums for ammals, which ought to stan§
fourth ; {hou;ih I fear that old®habits an
prejudices will yet for a while get the better
of reason, ard give them a lngher place than
1 hope I have sugceeded i proving them tq
deserve.

A large sum is annually dgvoted to prem-
jums for essays on varjous subjects, but it
may well be doubted whether they produce
the beuneficial results expected. *

What we want js—what I proposed twg
years ago, but of course too ney in idea tq
be complied with—a book on agriculture in
all its branches, composed and selected from
all that is best, published under the authori.
ty and sanction of a pzactical committee of
our Society; with new editions every season
or tlurd year, omitting what becomes abso-
late, and adding all ‘that is new and really
useful. Every man possessing twenty acreg
of land would read this and profit by it.

Last year I proposed that all the principa)
peints of all the best and worst animals exhi-
bited at our shoivs, should be wnitten out by
the judges, and for the information of the
young agriculturists that attend our shows
acquire nstrugtion, placed as tickets on
some conspjcuous part of each animal.”

If the suggestions of Sir F. A. Macken.
zie were attended to by Agricultural Socie;
tics in Canada, theyr usefulness would bo
greatly increased.

In the same number of The Mgrk Lane
Ezx)~ess, from which we have gopied the
above, we find the following paragraph from
an agricultural report for the county of
Cornwall i~

« All intelligent farmers ought to unite in
their experiments with these ends jn view;
and the knowledge which may be accuinula-
ted by the various fariners clubs might be
communicated either directly to each other
or to the public through the press. It would
Eikm for a deputa.

crs’ clubs in the
country to meet once a year, and draw up 2

encral report of -what progress hag been
made, and result of any experiment that
may_have been instituted. Such a plap, we
consider, would be of essential servitetathe
progress of agricultural jmprovement.”



