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4 - CHAMPLAIN'S EXPEDITION

!
which they were projecting into the territories of their
enemy. The combined forces set out from Ca,-l-ha,-gué
the chief town of the Hurons, situated between the river
Severn and Matchedash Bay, on the first day of Sep-

‘tember, 1615.1

Crossing Lake Simcoe in their bark canoes, they made
a short portage -to the headquarters of the river Trent,
and descended in its zigzag channel into Lake Ontario. -
Passing from island to island in the group which lies in
the -eastern extremity of that lake, they safely reached its
southern shore, and landed in the present State of New
York. Concealing their canoes in the adjacent woods,
they started overland for their Iroquois enemies.

In an account of this expedition, read before the New
York Historical Society in March, 1849, and published in
its Proceedings for that year,?> I endeavored to establish
the precise point where the invaders landed, the route
which they pursued, and the position of the Iroquois fort
which they besieged. The fact that Champlain had, at
that early day, visited the central part of the State of
New York, seemed to have been overlooked by all pre-
vious writers, and was deemed to be an interesting topic
for historical investigation. Taking for my guide the -
edition of Champlain’s works published in 1632, the only
one then accessible,’ I became satisfied on a careful study

! Champlain’s voyages, Edition of 1832,'p. 251.
* Proceedings for 1849, p. 96.-

3 The first account of the expedition was published in 1619,




