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figures were very much alike, that 
there was not much of an object In 
getting a third party down to give 
an opinion on it. At any rate "we have 
come down to the stage where the 
work must be proceeded with. At 
first we have to build a coffer dam 
and that has to be done at once. The 
work will take at least to next Jan
uary if it is to be completed, and 
while we are ready to consider any 
proposition in conneeton with this 
matter we do not think that there is 
any one that can be put forward that 
will not necessitate us from putting 
the dock out of commission for a 
year.

Before concluding the Prime $Hn- 
ister tabled a report of W. F. Joyce, 
Chief Engineer, submitted to General 
Manager Russell giving a compara
tive estimate of the different proposi
tions.

HON. M. S. SULLIVAN urged the 
necessity of at' once taking steps to 
make repairs if the dock is to be con
tinued in operation. As It is now, 
with rotten woodwork only, support
ing the dock gate, on which there is a 
pressure of 1,400 tons, which might 
cause it to collapse at any moment, 
neither the Government nor the Rail
way Commission dare assume the re
sponsibility of allowing any more 
ships to be put on dock for repairs, 
and instructions have been given by 
the Railway Commission to close the 
dock until such time as it has been 
put in proper repair. It is possible 
that the gate might stand for one 
year or two years, but on the other 
hand, it might collapse at any mo
ment If such a catastrophe occurred 
with a steamer or steamers on dock, 
the result would be appalling. One 
can easily imagine the frightful wreck
age and damage that would result, en
tailing great financial loss, with per
haps, what would be worse, consider
able loss of life.

Continuing, he said the Dock situ
ation should be treated non-political- 
ly, and we should be very glad to get 
the opinion of the Opposition in de
ciding on the best niethod of dealing 
with this very serious proposition, end 
Ik doing so, we must be guided con
siderably by the reports submitted by 
the consulting engineers. We must 
decide, and decide promptly, what is 
to be done, because it Is only by start
ing repairs at once, that it will be 
possible to complete the work by Dec., 
1926. otherwise, we would be in the 
months of January, February and 
March ,and owing to the climatic con
ditions in this country, these months 
are not suitable to do repair work, and 
if put off, work _40ne at this season 
would cost considerably more than it 
it were done in a milder season." The 
closing erf this public utility Is going 
to entail considerable loss to the coun
try, as well as a great amount of in
convenience to ship owners.

Three of four propositions have been 
put forward by the firms of engineers 
who submitted the reports. Which 
scheme we shall adopt is for the House 
to decide. There is a further propos
ition and that is to close the Dock per
manently. This cannot be entertained 
for many reasons. From 150 to 200 
men are employed in connection with 
work at the dock and around it. The 
wagee paid out In 1924 amounted to 
$176,000.00. The cost of material pur
chased and used in connection with 
repair work on the_, Dock in 1924 
amounted to $116,000.00. The indirect 
revenue to the country from the pur
chasing power of the $176,000.00 paid 
in wagee and the duty collected on the 
$116,000.00 worth of material used in 
connection with the Dock repairs, say 
at 26 per cent, Is equivalent of $72,- 
760.00 per annum. In addition to this, 
we have, according to the General 
Manager of the Railway, Mr. Russell, 
a net profit of the operation of the 
dock in 1924, of $41,200.00, making a 
total, direct and Indirect revenue of 
$113,960.00 per annum. From the 
figures quoted we would be justified 
in closing the Dock permanently. We 
must also bear in mind, that with a 
modernized Dock equipped with prop
er machine shops and with improved 
facilities for doing work, and more
over, situated as we are geographical
ly, there Is every reason to suppose 
that, with the improvements suggest
ed, much better results would be ob
tained. Mr. Sullivan then reviewed 
the different propositions in detail, 
and submitted comparative costs and 
summary, in which he showed that 
both Crandell and Bishop agree eu» to 
the need for immediate and extensive 
repairs, the dangerous condition of 
the entrance and the necessity of 
building a coffer dam to carry out re
pairs. Both recommend widening of 
the Dock. Bishop, through his En
gineer, recommends deepening.

Crandell makes two propositions for 
re-conditioning the Dry Dock. One and 
two are similar, and both are ' less 
costly than the estimate submitted 
by Colonel Mitchell .for the Wm. I.

heartening», shorlegs roadway, the 
amount will be $598,000, and adding 
ten per cent. for. engineering which 
will be $69,800, the total will be $667,- 
800. This will give us a much larger 
dock and it will be absolutely water 
tight. There is a difference of eighty- 
seven thousand" dollars in that figure 
and that given by the Crandell En
gineering Company. If we turn to what 
was tendered by the Crandell Engin
eering Company we find that it would 
widen the dock to seventy feet and 
that the cost would be $624,000. Mr. 
Crandell’s Company asks for a com
mission of fifteen per cent, while the 
Bishop Company has asked for $70,- 
000 outside the cost of the operations 
whether these amounted to $900,000 
or $1,000,000.

I think that the plane which will 
be laid on the table of the House this 
afternoon will show that the Bishop1 
Company has given ns a better pro
position than the Crandell people. 
The Crandell people are largely man
ufacturers of floating docks, and they 
have been very successful and I have 
no doubt that Mr. Crandell is a very 
experienced and thorough engineer, 
but the Bishop Company seem to us 
to have been more thorough in the 
matter. They say that by deepening 
the dock they will get down to bed
rock. There is also, they say, eight 
hundred pounds a square foot upward 
pressure against four hundred pounds 
per square toot downward pressure, 
and they consider it necessary to 
make some boring and so relieve the 
pressure. It seems that the Bishop 
proposition is almost as good looking 
as the Crandell one even when we are 
getting from them a new dock and 
besides in addition we are getting a 
new jetty and a steel wall practical
ly from the Long Bridge right down 
to the end of the shed, and we would 
also be getting from them a pier of 
length five hundred feet so that we 
would be able to handle all the coal 
that we may require. The dock gates 
will be widened and new gates, put 
in the dock. The dock will also be 
made longer and wider and what is 
more important it will be moved from 
its present position. The centre line 
of the dock will be moved six feet 
further to the north side because of 
the fact that the new dock will be 
moved thirteen feet in on the north
ern side, taking in part of the road
way on the north side of the Dock be
tween the machine shops and the 
dock coping. There are also concrete 
walls provided for and they would 
go all round the dock. There would 
also be a railway carrying a travel
ling crane which would be able to 
assume any position necessary, and 
would greatly facilitate the makng of 
repairs to ships which might come in. 
This propositon would entail the ex
penditure of about a million dollars, 
and then we would have a dock which 
would be able to handle anything 
which could possibly come here. I 
asked Mr. Bishop, who is a practical 
engineer, whether he thought that 
our equipment was able to take care 
of the work which we might have or 
whether he thought that it might be 
necessary to make another expendi
ture to make the equipment compare 
with the dock. He was over the 
dock to-day and it is in hie opinion 
that the expenditure would not have 
to be very large to be able to handle 
anything that might come in.

Now I do not know if there is very 
much more that I want to say on this 
matter just now. I want to place the 
tacts before the House this afternoon 
so that the House may be able to 
give the necessary consideration to 
the resolutions. It did not seem to 
us that we could possibly get a firm 
to give us a definite proposition on 
the dock because they did not exactly 
know what they would have to do, 
and it did not seem that either com
pany could be expected to do this 
unless it was at a very increased cost 
for their own security, but we have 
the best reports from the Bishop Com
pany. It may be remembered that 
they did their work most satisfactor
ily on the Humber and elsewhere and 
they have a good reputation to main
tain, and they give us a fairly good 
assurance that there will be no great 
increases over the figure estimated. 
We have brought Mr. Mitchell here, 
but we were not entirely dependent 
"on him. We have also Mr. Bishop 
who has proved himself an engineer 
of great ability, and besides him we 
have Mr Swann, the world famous 
engineer in Montreal and all the plans 
have been submitted to him so that 
it can be seen that we have two or 
three checks on the proposition which 
we have before the Government and 
I cannot help feeling that if we can 
afford to do anything at all, if we are , 
to have a good dock In Newfoundland, 
we have to take.the present opportun
ity. It is possible that we could have 
found somebody else who would have j 
offered to do this work for a emalier 
commission, but we have got the 
measurements all checked up by Mr. 
Joyce and the figures have been
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House of Assembly
Proceedings

MONDAY, Mar. 23
The’ House met at the usual hour.
HON. M. S. SULLIVAN presetted 

a petition from the people of Argen- 
tia on the subject of a road The 
petition was supported by Hou. W. J. 
Walsh and Mr. E. J. Sinnott.

MR. HALFYARD presented a peti
tion from the people of Hant’s Har
bor on the subject of a road.

HON. MINISTER OF AGRICUL
TURE & MINES supported by His 
collègues presented the following 
petitions: —

Argentia, P.B., bridge Placentia Gut.
Petiforte, P.B., road and brake- 

water.
North Harbor. St. Mary’s Bay, road 

and telephone.
Regina, St. Mary's Bay, brakewater.
Bar Haven, P.B., public wharf.
Mussel Pond, St. Mary's Bay, terry.
Dun ville, P.B., main line road.
Colinet, St. Mary’s Bay, telephone.
Fox Harbor, daily mail service.
Pond Head, Argentia, telephone.

telephone.
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St. Leonard’s, 1
Haystack, roads.
Coltnet, St. Mar
Baine Harbor, public wharf.
Pond Head, St. Leonards, Baine 

Harbor, Fox Harbor, Haystack and 
Harbor Buffett, on the subject of pub
lic utilities and improvements.

MR. HIBBS presentdR a petition on 
the subject of a breakwater- for loe 
Bait's Arm and a petition from Main 
Point on the subject of a telephone.

MR. SCAMMELL supported the 
second petition and Messrs. Grimes 
a'nd Halfyard the petition in connec
tion with the breakwater.
, CAPT. WINSOR presented a peti

tion from the residents of Brooklyn, B. 
ti. on the subject of a wharf.
' MR. ASHBOURNE supported by Mr. 

Brown presented a petition from Jen- 
kin’s Cove on the subject of a break
water. .

MR. CRAMM submitted the report 
of the Select Committee on the mat
ter of the Newfoundland Textile Ag
reement.

THE PRIME MINISTER gave no
tice of moving the House into Com
mittee on to-morrow on the subject 
of an agreement between the Gov
ernment and the Nfld. Textiles.

THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE gave 
notice of a bill to amend Chap 4 
consolidated statutes entitled Dis
abilities and vacation of seals in the 
House pf Assembly.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE gave notice 
of, a Bill to tax certain incomes.

The House then went into commit
tee of the whole on resolutions re
specting the encouragement of ship
building. The subject of the resolu
tions was explained by the Minister 
of Marine A Fisheries. He had no 
hesitation in stating that a schooner
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for granted that the Government was
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As the Opposition was not prepared tes- 
to discuss the' details without* due ■ (3) The names of t
consideration he asked that the Com- wh°m the goods wei 
mittee rise. In reply to a questoin he Paptains Miskell and 
was told by the Pgime Minister that Ceuta and Canadian 
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spent on the dock. According to the : caae...................
request of the Leader of the Oppoei- j * Cases Champagne
tion the Committee rose. I per 0886.............
- THE MINISTER OF FINANCE ] 2 Ca8es Vermouth
tabled the Estimates and the House , ■ 1 ■■
went Into Committee of the Whole on |
Supply. The Committee rose and re- A
ported progress. USkS

In reply to Mr. Halfyard the COL- ^ » gSr
ONIAL SECRETARY stated that Col. 'S ZSJWf,
Ross had been appointed to reorganize xît W 
the Post Office. His appointment wàs 
from Dec. I2th, and he was being paid 
$600 per month. His work would soon miWVux 
conclude. BfWyifV(li\

In reply to MR. GODDEN the COL- .
ONIAL SECRETARY said he was not PWÉj«qxfn"'*:------
aware of any persons outside Major [l|BKËÉ^j!<J£,NSE 
Byrne's Department who were given I
authority to recommend relief. jSaSBKîPjtÿ!', o

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
tabled the following reply in answer BSSStPsj I yjrV*" 
to question by MR. HICKMAN:— ^A

(1) The following is a list of the “
goods seized at Corner Brook during 
my visit there last year:—

118 pairs boots were sold 1 
auction and realized on one 1 
ar pair; another lot $2.10. Th
>ld by Fearn & Barnes, 
of the cigarettes were sold 
lacco Factory at $12.00 P 
id. They fetched $30.00. TI 
are in Customs Bonds, 

quor seized by me on Cen 
tadian Gunner were sold tot 
ler’s Department. No 1>0U0 
» were returned to anybo* 
aceeds were placed to the Se 
tenue of the Colony. The on 
returned were the canvas bai 
by Captain Mlakell. 
ply to MR. GODDEN a« 1 
s" due his department as Sa 
1 Business Profits Tax, 1
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ceta Beep and Ointment and pur. 
ehaaed some. I waa completely 
healed after using three cakes of 
Cjdeura Soap end three boxee of

leakage
into very carefully, and the work that 
has been done has been done very 
thoroughly and the Engineers have 
assured us that we can be content 
that the estimates will be abided by 
or that at all events they will not be 
exceeded. We did have a suggestion 
from the Northern Construction Com
pany that they might come down here 
and tender tor the proposition, but 
we thought that as we had two en
gineers down here already working on

Coticura Ointment.” (Signed) Miae 
Bertha Holderby, Mold. Weak., 
jpneB, MSS.
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