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Ms tin eeOar, sad Bedded eapioatly.
It wes ilmoet the first word he hid 

heard sine# he reached London, end 
Sir Herrick-winced is if swiMBé hid 
gtnck i pin lnte hi*.

"Ton'll drop in to-night, I suppose r- 
enquired the NBl young gentleman. 
"Mise Hamilton Is spleedldt Nerah 
sew her In such trim, nerah! House 
cremated every Bight; no end of en
cores. Come with me, Fowls."

"Not to-night; I'm engaged," slid 
Sir Herrick, rather slowly; end the 
young gentlemen sauntered away, to 
express hie opinion In the smoking- 
room that "Fowls had come back from 
the country with ail his feathers ruf
fled the wrong way, by Jose!"

It wao about three o’clock when Sir 
Herrick walked up Raglan Street and 
rang the bell of the Itttle house Web 
Flossie Hamilton had made famous 
in the fashionable world.

The footman who opened the door 
received him with a respectful smile, 
as If he were a welcome guest, and 
Weston, who happened to be passing 
up the tiny hall, that was like a 
bower of terns and flowers, began a 
smile, too, but It died away under the 
gravity of his face. What had happen
ed? She had never seen him otherwise 
than with a smile in hie eyes, and 
with a word of greeting on his lips.

She opened the door, and Sir Her
rick entered the drawing-room.

As he did so, a graceful little figure 
on the music-stool swung round, and 
with a low cry of delight came flying 
to him like a beautiful, tropical bird.

"Rick!" she exclaimed, the colour, 
the brilliant spot of carmine rushing 
to her cheek, the "bright blue eyes 
gleaming with delighted surprise.

"Rick! Is It really you?” and she 
drooped upon hls breast.

Then, In an instant, Sir Herrick 
saw that he had made a mistake, a 
great mistake; and with the pang of 
remorse which seised him at her greet
ing was the conviction that he should 
not have ventured on seeing her again.

Here was he come to say "good
bye,” kindly and quietly, of course, 
and now she was on hls breast, her 
eyes turned up to him with confiding 
affection, her clear-cut lips waiting 
for a kiss, yrhat was he to do? Man 
Is but man; and he would want to 
have a heart of stone to thrust this 
little bird-woman, with her brilliant 
plumage, away from him. Bit Herrick 
could not, notwithstanding all those 
resolutions which he manufactured 
wholesale on hls way up to town.

You see, he expected a very differ
ent reception; he expected that Flos
sie would receive him with Icy cold
ness, or with a burst of feminine pas
sion, accusing him of neglect, and de
manding to know, with flashing eyes 
and flaming cheeks, why he had not 
left hls addreca or answered her let
ters. Then it would have been easy for 
him to say, "Flossie, you must write 
me no more letters. I am going away 
and shall not return. Let us part In 
peace."

And he would have had this recep
tion and opportunity, but that the 
astute major had prepared and school
ed Flossie; had, Indeed, supplied her 
with a part which no one to London 
could play more perfectly.

What was he to do? He did what 
any other man, unless he were made 
of Iron, would have done: he spoke to 
her pleasantly; and though he did not
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CHAPTER XXIII.
How dull and dreary the rooms 

looked, her grimy and commonplace 
the old housekeeper, who came bob
bing and curtseying to open the door, 
and assure him that she had ”kep’ 
the place tidy, and swep* It up an’ 
dusted It every morning’. ”

"All right," said 8lr Herrick. "No, I 
sha’n’t want anything to eat I’ll go 
down to the club. Letters? Oh, all- 
right put them on the table."

And with a sigh, as the vision of 
the pretty parlour at Myrtle Cottage 
roee before him, he went and had a 
bath and dressed himself In some
thing more suitable for Pall Mall and 
St James’s Street than the travelllng- 
eult of tweeds, and put on hls hat and 
glove*; but as he passed through the 
sitting-room he paused a moment to 
look over the envelopes.

There was a great many; some of 
the long business shape, having 
"bills, bills,” plainly Indicated to the 
style of writing; there were manw o' 
dainty paper and shape, and address
ed to the round handwriting which 
the fair sex have adopted of late, and 
there were half a dozen amber-colour
ed ones with “F. H." to a monogram 
In crimson and gold.

He took them up. They breathed a 
subtle perfume that he knew as well 
as the paper, and the monogram, and 
the handwriting; but he did not open 
them, and, after holding them for a 
moment, let them fall on the table 
amidst the others, and went out, the 
look of resolve on hls face tempered 
With one of regret and troubled doubt.

Then he went down to the club, 
♦where he was met with a volley of 
welcome and enquiries, the latter jt 
which he evaded by stating that he 
had been doing a little fishing In the 
west

“And quite right too,” remarked 
someone at the table. “London seems 
played out If It wasn’t for the Frivol
ity and 'Old King Cole,’ life wouldn’t 
be worth living in the Great Duet 
Hole!” and he shook hie head over
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heart gave a passionate throb of in
dignation, she still smiled.

"What leave the work! Just as we 
are to full swing? What would Man
der», the manager, say? It would stop 
the piece, and we’ve just started on 
a long run.”

"Never mind the piece,” he said. 
"Mandera could get someone else."

She rose and dropped him a curtsey, 
laughing.

"Thank you for a very nice com
pliment Get some one else! I would 
have you know that there Is only one 
Flossie, Sir Herrick Fowls! Get some
one else!" and she sank down agala, 
laughing.

He smiled, but rather gravely.
"Of course they could not get any

one to fill your place adequately, I 
know that Mtse Vanity; but they 
could find someone to make shift with 
until you came back.”

"Perhaps," she assented. "But you— 
could you come now, Rick?” she add
ed, Innocently. /

He started and looked down at the 
carpet It was cruel work! If he had 
only written!

“I!" he said, quietly. “No. I dont 
think I could go, Flossie."

"Then don’t think of it” she said, 
with tearful decision. “I shouldn’t 
think of going without you; I should 
be miserable. Don’t say any more 
about It." Besides, It is all nonsense. 
I shall get rifl of this cough directly. 
It’s the draughts, and we’ve spoken 
about them.”

“You had better go," he said, and 
hls voice sounded cold and harsh In 
his anxiety and earnestness.

But though every tone,was noticed 
by her, she still strove with herself 
and acted her part, which was to be 
patient, and cheerful, and smiling 
and t6 quite Ignore that there was 
anything wrong.

(To be Continued.)

kiss her—which, be sure, Flossie no
ticed—he put his arm In hers and al
lowed her to remain to hls embrace, 
ae It were, for the space of a minute 
or two.

Let those blame him who will; he 
was weak. If you like, hut not disloyal 
to the trusting heart that loved him 
so dearly down to Woldshlre: for 
even ae he looked down at the curly 
head and the blue eyes, the vision of 
Panla’s beautiful, pure face crossed 
before hls eyes, and made him feel 
remorseful and weak, and altogether 
base.

"Well, Flossie," he said, unloosen
ing her arms and leading her to the 
sofa.

"Well, Rick,” she retorted, mimick
ing hls tone, but quite pleasantly and 
with a smile to her eyes, though her 
heart was beating with suppreseed 
passion and anxiety. "Is that all you 
have to say to me after being away so 
long? And where have you been?”

"Down In the country," he replied, 
looking at the carpet, and wondering 
that he had never noticed how arti
ficial her voice was, and how forced 
her attitudes. f

Poor Flossie! It was hard upon her, 
after all. Until hls eyes had been op
ened by that mischief-maker. Love, 
he had thought her nearly perfect, 
and had been quite content to take 
her voice and her attitudes as they 
were.

"In the country! So I should think," 
she retorted. "You look awfully well; 
quite brown. Why your hands are like 
a nigger’s, sir!” '

He looked at them for the sake of 
doing something and looking some
where.

"Yes, it has been hot,” he said.
"And have yon enjoyed yourself, 

Rick?" she enquired, pleasantly. “Had 
a good time of it, fishing and all that?"

"Yes,” he said; and as the remem
brance of the “good time” and all it 
meant for him came across him, hls 
heart smote him.

“I wrote several times," she went 
on. "I wanted to see you awfully bad. 
I’ve had such a cold, Rick, though I 
don’t suppose you care, as you haven't 
even asked me how I am!” with a 
little, plaintive laugh.

He looked at her and saw that she 
was paler than when he had left, and 
that round her brilliant eyes—soft 
enough . now, though—there were 
slight rings, telling of that "Utile 
cough” which troubled her at times, 
and this didn’t make him any the more 
comfortable.

“I am very sorry, Flossie," he salv 
"It Is the east wind ana coming oat 
of the theatre." Then a sudden Inspir
ation fell on him. “Flossie," he said, 
"I don’t think you are at all welL You 
have had that cough some time now. 
How would It be if you went away 
for a trip to the south?"

She knev what ho meant: he want
ed to send her away; but though her"
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