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tually to stand on the fatal trap-door
while the murderer was .signing the 
rêceipt.

Fortunately the ingenious yet terri-, 
hie plan ®ia-carrted; foir, as lack , 
would have it, several pthssr custom- 3 

e in th’e shop wheij, the post- 
rived. number of times 
e plan was tried, but each time 
the shape of other customers,
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time iato Hie shop and saved the un­
suspecting post office official.

As the days slipped by bankruptcy'1 
stared Bobbe in the face, for be be*: i 
been too generous with his cheap to­
bacco and cigars in his efforts to at­
tract victim#» To get the money he 
wanted he filled the pit in the cellar . 
with inflammable ^materials, locked his'1 
wife in her bedroom, and set the shop 
on lire. Unfortunately for him the I 
fire brigade were on the spot quickly 1 
enough to rescue the imprisoned wo- 1 
man, and the dreadful man-trap was I

We have just opened the finest dis­
play of Wilton, Aximnster and 
Tapestry Carpet Squares that have 
ever been séen in the Island.

These Carpet Squares are remark­
able for their exquisite colofs and 
perfect design. Beautiful old Blues 
and deep Brown tones are blended 
in a fine Wilton that is very pleasing 
and restful to the eye. Another—a 
Tapestry in quaint Grey Tints has a 
lovely Pompadour border of roses in 
subdued colors. Yet another in love­
ly Old Rose and Reseda.

There is also a quantity of hand­
some Axminster Art Squares suitable 
for Den, Dining-room and Library.

and moreover Childrenyou purchase. it at Bargain 
Prices.

discovered!
In Germany, as m the United States, 

the police have their own method of 
forcing a prisoner to^onfess. Bobbe 
was forced not only to reveal the 
dreadful object of the pit in the cel­
lar, but confessed also that there was 
a tunnel beneath the shop, 
nel was
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This lun-
thirty-five feet long and 

Bobbe said that hé dug it for two 
reasons—one to bury his prospective 
victims, the other to hide stolen pro­
perty, for the Human Mole was a 
“fence” in his. spare time.

Deserted His Wife.

For the attempted murder of his 
wife he got eight years. *We next 
hear of him early in 1901, when, hav­
ing deserted his wife, he was living 
with a widow named Stager and her 
two .children in Mariendorf, one of 
the outlying suburbs of Berlin. Bobbe 
and the widow and children lived in 
part of a farm house occupied by a 
man and his wife named Hemmling.

The farmer could neither read nor 
write, and Bobbe persuaded him to 
let him make a copy of the deed of 
his farm and house for better safe­
keeping.
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way, had married him in the hope of 
reforming him, though she knew that 
he had recently come out of prison.

Beneath the tobacco shop was a 
cellar in which he constructed a 
fiendish man-trap. He first of all made 
a trap door in the floor of his shop, 
a trap-door which could be opened by 
means of a bolt behind the counter 
of the shop. Right beneath, in the 
cellar, he dug a pit, and at the bottom 
fixed a number of swords.

The idea of thé murderer was to 
kill riàh. customers, or bank messen­
gers and other officials likely to be 
carrying large sums on them, by 
dropping them through the trap-door 
on to the swords.

That this savage brute could be 
more certain of victims he offered 
cigars at a..cheaper rate to men, in 
uniform; but “luck” was against 
him. No one carryjpg't money ever 
came alone into the-' shop, so he,füc- 
cided that other and surer means 
must be taken.

' How the Plot Failed.

Close to the tobacco -shop was a 
post office. In Germany sums of mon­
ey are sent from one person to an­
other through the post office officials 
in this way* You have a friend to 
whom ypu 'want to send a' sovereign. 
You Hand in the sovereign at -a post 
office, and the postman where your 
friend lives gives him a sovereign in 
cash, obtaining a receipt for it. It 
often happens, therefore, that a post­
man has a considerable amount in 
cash on him when he starts pis 
rounds.

Bobbe knew this and posted to' 
himself a few shillings so that the 
postman would bring it the follow­
ing morning between eight and nine. 
The murderer's -shop was one of the 
first on the round, and he calculated 
that the postman would be carrying 
quite a large sum of money.

In order to pay this money to 
Bobbe the postman would have ,ac-

“The Case of 
/the Human Mole

Boys’ and GOur time limit is nearly up : Summer Suits won’t sell 
in October or November ; we want to set them out to make 
room tor our Fall ana Winter suits ana Overcoats.
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(By John Laurence.)

Johann Bobbe—or the Human Mole, 
as he became known throughout the 
world when his amazing and repulsive 
crimes came to light—was a thin, 
weak-looking man, but with hands 
and arms abnormally developed and 
with thick and heavy finger-nails 
which resembled claws more than 
anything else.

With these unnatural claws he dug 
the-tunnels in which he slew his vic­
tims. dut of forty years oYlffs life, 
twenty-three had been spent in pris­
on .and he more than once escaped by 
burrowing his way to freedom. '

He was discovered trying to make 
an escape from Sonnenburg gaol, in 
Germany, and he was seen to use his 
head for breaking down the earth at 
intervals, as well as his hands. The 
mole also uses its head. Like a mcle, 
too, Bobbe had a very thick, short 
neck, and even more like a mole Bobbe 
had practically no outer ears.

The Human Mole, too, had ex­
tremely small, deep-set eyes like his 
"miir-legged rival. These eyes wore 
shaded by very heavy eyebrows which 
protected them. He often said, in­
deed, that he" could burrow into hard 
or soft ground without any dirt ever 
getting into his eyes.
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of returning the 
deed, however, he gave Hemmling the 
copy, keeping (he original.

One afternoon the farmer was seen 
running down the village street, blood 
streaming from bis head. The local 
policeman, who was promptly on the 
spot, toôk him to tie nearest doctor.! 
There the victim said that Bobbe had 
shot him when he went, to the latter's 
room. A search of the farmhouse 
revealed one of the most amazingly 
Manned crimes, and further ; inquir­
ies by the police showed that} Bobbe 
was opè of the most'callous and cun­
ning of modern murderers. i

I.B front of the stove in Bobbe’s
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several years before. This plate 
moved on hinges and the searchers 
opened If. ; >Jl’

An Inhuman Monster..
The plate was^ really the mouth of 

a pit five feet deep. On the top lay the 
bodies of the youngest and eldest sons 
of Frau Stager and the body of Frau 
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Hemmling. 
was a German rifle bayonet, fixed up­
right in the ground. With tffis bayo­
net the unhappy farmer’s wife had 
been killed when this inhuman mon­
ster had thrown her there. The oth-

• He was only seventeen when he be­
gan his extraordinary career of crime, 
which varied from burglary to mur­
der, from robbery with violence to 
arson. His first step in' his long car­
eer of crime was the robbery pf the 
till of his first employer, for which 
he duly went to prison.

ïn the spring of 1899, when Johann 
Bobbe had just turned thirty, he open­
ed a tobacco shop in' Berlin with a 
capital of about £120 wliifeh his wife
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Boys’ Tweed Rugby Suits, Neat and Stylish. Three garment suits made of good 
strong materials, fit boys’ 10 to 16 years. • ■ ' *

Regular $6.50. now $5.90.

his frightful deeds, and sat down" to 
wait the coming of Hemmling, who 
would, he knew, drop in to inquire 
for Frau Hemmling, who sometimes 
visited Bobbe’s supposed wife.1" Wheb 
he arrived Bobbe invited him to have 
coffee.

i While he was drinking "it, 
suddenly cried out: “Look

it’s raining through!’

THÉ WELL-KNOWN Bobbe

Old Established Factory and Furniture 
Wareroom of

ceiling
The Underground Tunnel.

As Hemmling looked up the mur­
derer twice fired at him, one bullet 
grazing the back of his» head. The 
frightened man turned to run, but 
before he could reach the door he re­
ceived another bullet in his side. 
Luckily for him, however, he man-

Callahan Glass & Co., Ltd
■

will make to ORDER Furniture of every description, 
and especially Church and School Furniture.

Rompers.
Neat little Romp­

ers for the younger 
children ; some in 
plain linens Blue & 
Natural shades, oth­
ers in fine Blue and 
White checks, pip­
ings of White, belted 
style, assorted sizes. 
Special Friday, Sat­
urday and OR 
Monday.... OUC
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hands will, have prompt and undivided personal atten­
tion.

farm. The tunnel, too, showed nd 
signs whatever of being dug out with 
either spade or a fork.

Bobbe was destined never to face 
the, ,,/leadsmans’ axe—they behead 
murderers in Germany. When the 
police arrested him he wrenched him­
self free, and before anyone could 
stop him shot himself with the revol-; 
ver he curried.
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