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IV ‘T HE JORESTS OF THE c‘NORTH

- By Jack London, in Pearson's Wagasmz.

A weary ' journey beyond the last
scrub timber and straggling copses,
into the heart of the Barrens, where
the niggard north is supposed to
deny the earth, are to be found great
sweeps ~of forest -and stretches of
smiling land.. But. this the world is
—just -beginning to know. The world’s
explorers have known if, from time
to time, but hitherto they have never
returned to tell the world.

The Barrens = well, they are the
Barrens, the bad lands of the Arctic,
the deserts of the Circle, the bleak
and bitter home of the musk-ox and
the lean plains-wolf. So Avery ' Van
Brunt found them, treeless and cheer-
less, sparsely, clothed: with moss and
lichéns and altegether uninviting. At
least so he found them till he pene-
trated to the white blank- spaces on
the map, and came upon undréamed-
of rich spruce forests and unrecorded
Esquimto tribes. It had been his in-
tention (and his .bid for fame) to
break up these white blank spates,
and diversify - them with the black
markings "of mountain chains, sinks
and basins, and sinuous river-courses,
and it was w:th added dvhght that
he came to speculate upon the possi-
bilities of timber-belts and native
villages.

Avery Van Brunt, or, in full dis-
tinetion, Professor A. Van -Brunt of
the Geological Survey, was second in
command of the expedition, and first
in command _of the sub-expedition
which he had led on a side tour of
some half g thousand miles up one of
the branches of the Thelon,
which he was now- leading into one
~of its unrecorded villages. At
back plodded eight men, two of them
French-Canadian voyageurs,
remainder strapping Crees from Man-
itoba-way. He, alohe, was full-blood-
ed Saxon, and his blood was pound- |
ing. fiercely through his veins to the
traditions of his race.

The village emptied itself, and  a
motley crowd trooped out to meeti |
hiti, men in the forefront, with bows
and spears clutched menacingly, and
women and children faltering timid-
ly in the rear. Van Brunt lifted his
right arm _.and ‘made the universal |
.peace sign, g sign which all peoples
know, and the villagers—answered in
peace. But to:-his chagrin, a skin
¢lad man ran forward and thrust out
his hand with a familiar “Hello.”
was a bearded man, with cheeks and |
brow bronzed to copper brown, and
in himx Vgn Brunt knew his kind,

“Who 'are you ?"’ He asked, grip-
ping 'the extended hand.- ‘‘Andree ?

‘“‘Who's “Andree 7" the mgn asked

Van Brunt  looked at his
sharply . “By- (mrge, you've been |
here some time.”

“Five years,"” the man answered, a
dim flicker of pride in his eyes. “‘But
conié on; let's talk’

“Let them camp alongside of me,’
he answered Van Bruat's glance at
his party.
care of them. Co L

He swung oft in a long stride, Van |
Brunt follomng aq his heels through |
the village. lirregular  fashion,
wherever the g,muad favored, = the
lodges’ of - moosehide- were- pmh«l
Van Brunt ran hié practised eye over
them and calculated.

“Two hundred, not counting the
young ones,”’ he summed up.

- The man nodded: “Pretty close to
it. But here's where I live, out of
the thick of it, you know, more priv-
acy and all that. Sit down. I'll eat
with you when vo&fr men get some-
' thing cooked up.
tea tastes like.
never g taste or smell Any
bacco 7 . Ah thaaks u-d 4 pipe? |
Good.  Now for a firestick, and
we'll see if the weed has lost its
“eunning.

He drew

in t.lo am mea&hia{ of

smoke, and blew it out through his |

pugsed lips slowly and caressingly
He sighed ha;pp)!y, mth immeasure-
able content.
Van Brunt podded sympa(hetigally
“Five vears, you say ?”’
“Five .years.” The
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And then they |black (eyes burning into him, and
No complex- {would stumble and flounder till, he
catch a gait and go again.

ing fo their lights.
are amazingly simple.
ity about them, no thousand 'and one |could
subtle ramifications to every single |Fairfax, hands clasped round, knees,
emotion they experience.- They love, }pipe out, absorbed, .spurred him on,
fear, hate, are angered or made hap- ;and répictured -the world he thought
py in common, ordinary, and unmis- he had forgotten.:

takable terms. It may be a beastly | One. hour “passed, and two, and
life, but at least it is easy to live. Uuurhu rose reluctantly to -his feet.
No mistakes, no misunderstandings. " And CUronje was cornered, ¢h ? Well,
"|1t has its charm, aftef civilization’s ,]USY wait a moment till-1 run over
fitful fever. Comprehend ?-'No, it's a ;tO Tantlatch. He'll be expecting you
pretty good life,”’ he said, .after aland I'll arrange for you to see him:
pause ; ‘‘good enough for me, and T ;after breakfast That will be all
intend to stay with it.” lrlght won't it ?’

Van Brunt lowered his head in a| He went off between the pines, and
musing - manner, and an unpercept_,\an Brunt found himself \mrmg in-
ible_smile played ¢n his mouth. Fair- ~10 Thom’s warm eyes

taking it hard, he{ He laughed and \.luud up. Her g
because. Emily ' South- |sistent stare disconcerted him. A
mistakenly clawed {dog was prowling among the grub-
not a bad sort of a|sacks. He would drivé it away and
Carlton ' South- place them in against Fair-
ifax’s return stretched
out a detaining up
facing him
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waithe

“‘Buat. you coming along with
me;"”’ Van Brunt. said deliberately

“No, I'm not Lo

“Yes, you.are

“Life’s too ‘easy here, 1 tell you"
Fairfax spoke with decision.  *“I un-
derstand everyvthing, and 1 am under-
stood. Summer and winter alternate |stood, reason
like the sun flashing through-the pal-|{presence there
mg.{ of-a fence,. the seasons-are. a (husbatd—everything.
blur of light and -shade, and time! -“Brother he answered  in
slips by, and life slips by, and then— |Same tongue, with a sweeping
forest, and the dark “Brothers we
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ular tale, - you know, sole survivor,
and a'"  that,: @ll T crawled into S Wit in the
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Prevanche—
“Prevanche ! Fairfax sat
denly  alert ‘“‘He was lost
Smoke Mountains
“Yes, byt he pulled through ¢
S it U ’ s lunluunl\h\ morbid condition
came ¥ 5 5
g s : 1 ‘ullun Southwaithe is dead | she
Fairfax settled back again and re- | : ’ ; i face
; 2 .m Brunt filled his pipe and light- Ce
sumed -his smoke-spirals. .1 am glad | . x 168
& ed it, the watching slyly and | 65S
hear it. Prevanche was" a bully : F
i ; : Iwith almost professional interest.
fellow — if he did have ideas about |
‘lumf.n s eyes flashed on the instant,
head-straps, the beggar. And he pull- |
; P ' “ls fists clenchéd, he hall rose up,
ed through Well, I'm glad.”’ Fist
N s e e s < tthen his. musecles . relaxed: and he}!ish,
Five Vears. Thé phrase drirted "re- fand
. > .- iseemed to bhrood. Michael, the c¢ook, | 'ant
currently  through Van Brunt s | A vamd
e signalled that the meal was ready, |2nd meat, and
thought, and somehow the Tface Ay 7 IS
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Emily Southwaite seemed to rise up | of s i
3 : . ° llay. The silence-hung heavy and he | vour life there many
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| needles, the aromatic {18 Lo long for the-flesh-pots afar, you
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* O ‘ 1
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] : : “Three L wonian this and you have
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& S0 & 3 5 5 5
“And they gave me up for dead *" {lald hand Fairfax's shoulder understand, she
{ know, but-1

Though-she did not
“Of | hid with intense att
his companion asked slowly ‘ b : i V. huni ; g
| zine, me 1n her position, she ng on his s X
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grew to lhmh a good deal of me, so
much so thal when I was ready to KA/I‘ upon Van Brunt
{go they wouldn't hear of it. Were| “Uhief “m”'”“h‘-\ daughter,
;mm( hospitable, in faet., Pul 3 cou- of princess,’’ Fairfax explained with i :
,ph- of guards over e, .M watched {an honest flush. ~One of the induce- I"‘-“I'ﬂ&h'n ! in
meé day and night. And then Tant- {ments, in short,” to make me stay | lv' is for
latch offeral me inducements, -so to | Thom, this is Van Brunt, friend of g'!,l“ fram me,"
say, and as it didn't matter much mine.” S { half-sob-in, her
one . way or the Olhﬂ'. I reconciled | Van Brunt held oul his hand; but | Van Brunt
wyseli to remaining. {the woman maintained” a rigid re- [ fAre savagely and sat down
“1 knew your prothcr at Freiburg: 1pose, quite in keeping with her’ &cu~I "It I8 for ‘thee to say. He is my
I am Van Brunt.” 4 {eral appearance. Not a lne of her | man Belore all women he iy myf
Fairfax reached forward impulsive- |face Softened. “Sbe - looked him | Mman Thou art big, thou ary strosg, |
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own people,” she said ; “‘the tongue
of his own peopie’ -

She turned, with the Iree n.mement
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