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As to the order in which ithe internal improvenents suîggested should be takcn up by the Province, it appears obvious to the committee

that the concurrence of the parent state ought t determine us to apply our first exertions to the communication fron Kingston to the Ottawa,
and besides the prospect of a canal forn Lake Erie to Ontario being acconplished by a private company, appears to the committece to put it
out of the question that public attention shtould bc turned to the otiier witli the least possible delay.

At the sane lime, the commnittee are of opinion, that regarding only the commercial inerests of the Province in time of peace with the
United States, and setting out of view allothmer considerations, the improvement of the river St. Lawrence would naturally first engage atten-
tion, because there can be little doubt ilhat a much less expenditure than would b necessary for effecting an internal communication, would
render this direct and natural channel to the occai, more convenient for ail purposes of trade.

Under anv view of the subjeci, it appears to the connittee so important thtat no time should be lost in ascertaing the nature and proba-
ble cost of the reriîired iuuprovenient o' the St. Lawrence, that they have comc to cortain resolutions on that subject, whiclh, they trust, will
mcet with the approbation of the législature, and which are annexed to this report. l'le most unfortunate disadvantage to which we are
subjected in our navigation of the St. Lawrence by the cession of Barnhiart's island to the Amenricans, if that cession must be final, demands
the earliest and most earnest attentionof the Province, in order that before any expense is incurred in improving the channel of the river in
otlier parts of its course, it inay be known lhow we can best avert the evil of our extraordinary exclusion from the navigation at that point.

Upon the ushject of the navigation of the St. Lawrence, the committee have to state that they have had under their consideration the
pctition of Daniel Sutherland. Esq. and others, praying to be incorporated as a company for improving the navigation of the St. Lawrence by
decpening its bed and removing obstructions and by facilitating the ascent of boats by chains and fastenings to be used in the channel. It
appears to the cnnmittee, froin the information they have received, that there is ground to believe ic improvement tthus suggested might be
acconmlislhed at an expeise easily to be comnpassed by a private association; but besides that, they have not the means of satisfying thenselves
as to the expediecv of adopting suci a mode of improvement, they are apprehensive that it might interfere with the more obvious and efflectu-
a svstem ofnmaking a channel fit for sloop navigation near the shore with locks wherc thev nay be necessary, and a towing path, and they would
hesitate to recoiniend the vesting in any company an exclusive right that might be found to occasion iniconveniience in the passage ti>rough
ibis great and natural outilet to the sca.

''he coinmitec recommends that a sfficient number of copies of this report, with the accompanying resolutions, if the same shall meet
with the concurrence of the legisiatuîre, be printed, and that the act of 1821, appointing the commissioners for the iriprovement of the internial
navigation, the severîil reports of the comnissioners in their order, and the letter of Mr. Milacaulay referred to, bu printed as an appendix.

Ail widci is respectfully submitted.

JOHN STRACHAN,
Clhairman of the Committee for the Legislative Council.

ANGUS NIcINTOSII.

JOHN B. ROBINSON,
Chairmatn of the Coninillee of the liouse of Assenbly.

WILLIAM MORRIS,
J. GORDON.

foint Committee Roo, April 6th, 1025.

Resolved, That tlie offer of Ilis Majesty's governrment to grant a loan of £70,000 te assist in opening a canal from the Ottawa River
to Kingston, calls for the warmest gratitude of Ilis Majostv's Canadian subjects and thec earliest considcration of a measure so important to
the prosperity of both Provinces.

Resolved, That the extensive tract of fertile country on the line of the proposed canal will, without a water communication to inarket-
long remain unsettled and the inhabitants of that populous portion of.the Province still more remote from the St. Lawrence will continue to
suffer great inconvenience and loss in carrying their products over land to its banks.

R esolved, That a Canal connecting Lake Ontario and the Ottawa River will secure to the Government the most effectual means of de-
fonce in the event of a war with the United States of America, and to the Inhabitants of Upper and Lower Canada, a safe inland navigation,
when the exposed situation of the St. Lawrencemight render commerce dangerous and perhaps impracticable.

Resolved, Thmat it is proper to request the Legislature of Lower Canada to unite with this Parliament in carryingtto effect a work o
equal importance and interest o the inhabitants of both Provinces, and in order to raise a f'und to pay the annual interest of the proposed
loan, and ultimately to liquidate the principal, it is nccessary to impose a small additional iduty on such articles of general consumnption im-
ported into Quebec as will hest bear it, and prove lcast burthensome to His Majesty's subjects.

Resolved, That an humble address be presented to his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, praying that his Excellency will be plea.
sed to communicate a copy of the foregoing resolutions to the governmnent of Lower Canada to b laid before the Parliament of that Pro-
vince.

Resolved, That it is expedient ta ascertain with the lcast possible delay, the depth of water on the north side of Barnharts sland, in
the River St. Lawrence the facilities which ithat channel affords for boat navigation and the transportation of Lunber, and whether, in case Of
ils being found capable of improvement so as to admit of such navigation without difficulty, rafts of timber, and hicavy crafts descending the
river froin Prescott can be convenîently brought into that channel.

Resolvcd, That an humble address be presented to his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, praying that is Excellency will bu pleas-
cd, as soon as the season will permit, to direct a survey of the said part of the river St. Lawrence for the purpose aforesaid, and that the per-
son eniployed to perform the saine bu instructed to report to his Excellency, for the information of the legislature, the practicability and pro-
bable expense of removinig the obstructions and deepening the bcd of the river so as to allow rafis of the ordinary breadth drawing four feot
of water, to pass down.

Resolved, That the expense incurred in making the said survey,;be made good to his Excellency at the next session of the legislatur.
Resolved, That it is expedient to address his Excellency tlie Lieutcnant Governor, praying that his Excellency will communicate ta

the government of -Lower Canada the carnest wish of tlie legislature of this Province, that the recommendaion cf lhe arbitrators sanctioned
by our act, 4tlh Geo. 4, chap. 22, should also reccive the sanction of the legislature of Lower Canada in order that it may be carried immedi-
ately into effect, the subject matter thereof being 6f such great and undoubted interest to both Provinces.

Resolved, That it is eJmpedient to address lis Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to pray lia s Excceny, in case the legisatuire of
Lower Canada shall sepàrate withotinkiig 'any provision for carryinmg iito effect the recommendaiorw of the arbitrators abovo referre to,
will direct a sirvey to bu made, for the information of tho legislature, Of the waters of th St. Lawrence from ithe town of tsown althe
caàtern extremity of this Province in order to ascertain in'vhat manner and for what cxpenso a navigation cam be effected fit forschooners
drawing seven fet wter, to asccnd, as well as descerid anid affording a towing pall iàng tihe wbole ine cf thei course, withthe exception
of the Lake Saint Francois, and tliat part of the river which will be cmbraced on the srvey lotbe made ofthe waters near Barniart's island

Mr, Mörris, seconded by Mr. J. 'Jones, moves that the IIouse. do now resoiveitseif'int a commitee of the hol n timat art of the
journals of last session relative to the report f' tiejoint committee on internal navigation toethr with the resolutions.anneed, read

Vhich was crried, aiidiýr. C. Jones was dàlled to the chair.
The louse resumied.
Mr. Jones repo6red~thiat the comnitte had risen fi-r want of a quorum.

resent.- essrs Attorney General, BeaslCy, Biurke, Cameron. Clark, Gordon, IngersoC; Joncs, J. JonesLforty Lyons, conaid
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