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which the rights of the two parties are de­
fined, seems too plaiq to admit of honest 
doubt While American journals and orators, 
without any reputation to lose, insist on the 
the right of American fishermen, to fish any 

, x where, within three miles of the shore, 
whether in or ont of the large bays, the lead­
ing statesmen of the Republic have generally 
been more prudent. The late Daniel Welistor 
when Secretary of State, in 1852, was obliged 
substantially, to admit the correctiv 
English interpretation of the treaty 
line of exclusion should, be drawn from he.-ul- 

• land to headland. In a jsiper dated at the 
department of States on the -10th July, lie 
said: “It would appear that,"by a strict and 
rigid construction of the article, fishing ves­
sels of the United States are prevented from 
entering into the bays or harbuijni <>f the 
British Provinces, except for the puqioses 
of shelter, repairing damages aiut obtaining 
wood and water. A "bay, as is usually under­
stood, is an arm or recess of the sea, enter­
ing from the ocean, between two ca]>es or 
headlands; and the term is applied equally to 
■mall and large tracts of water thus sitjiatvlK 
It is common to speak of Hudsonfs Bay, or 
the Bay of Biscay, although they are very 
large tracts of water." After stating that the 
British authorities insist on the right to draw 
a line front headland to headland. Mr. 
Webster added] “It was undoubtedly an 
oversight, in the convention of 1818, to make 
so large a concession to England, since the 

. United States hail usually considered that 
those vast inlets or recesses of the ocean 
ought-io be open to American fishermen, as 
freely as the sea itself, to* within three 
marine miles of the shore. ”'-»This admission 
is sufficiently full tv cover the whole disput­
able ground; and it is not invalidated by an 
intimation, at the close of the paper, ' that 
the American Government does ^ot admit,
“ that the construction put upon $he treaty 
(by the law officers of the Crown in Eng­
land) is conformable to the intentions of the 
contracting parties." Mr. Seward, when 
shortly after, the question came- up in Con­
gress, construed Mr. Webster’s »<mls to, 
mean that “ it was an oversight to use lirtv 
guage in the convention, which, by a strict 
and rigid construction, might be made to 
yield (that is, give up) the freedom of the. 
great bays." Even Senator Davie from 
Massachusetts, particularly/interested in the 
fishery question, admitted that the treaty 
wouM bear the construction against which 
He contended as uiyfist.

According to Chancellor Kent, one of the 
great American authorities on international

r&aonable, as I apprehend," he said, fto 
a: rame for domestic purposes, conne 
w th our safety and welfare, the control 

i waters on our coast, though ibcluj 
thin lines stretching from quite di 

hi u)lands ; as, for mstance, from Cape Au* 
to Cape Cod, and from Nantucket to 
ta tie point, ami from that jioint to the ca|>es 
of 'îk'laware, and from the south cajK.' of 

niida to the Mississippi." This is a vfery 
li1 dal claim, and we may gather from it what 
vi w the Americans would take of tgiis 

,nch of the fishery question if they 
cl; iiigcri positions on it with the Dominic 

-he'English Government relaxed 
eh sive rights so far as related to the Ba V <■( 
Ft nlv : but Lord Aberdeen officially trca(rd 
ev n this exception, hot as a right guaran- 
tei lt to the Americans by the treaty, tut 
“i le concession of a privilege”. The colonial' 
au îoritics were theh (May 25, 1844) In­
st; iqted henceforth to allow “the United 
St Its fishermen to pursue their avocations! in 
an part <5 the Bay of Fundv, provided tley 
do iot approach—except in the cases specif ed 
in lie treaty of 1818—within three miles of 

entrance of any bay on the const of N«jva 
in or New Brunswick." This cunceasidn, 
think, it would not lie policy to reel 11, 

ugly Mr. Mitchell’s Fishery Bill does l ot 
i Rr make this exception. If it w<re 
e, the only bay about which the most 
erne advocates of the rights of Amerk an 
ruian can raise any question is the fipy 
undy.
ackerel, which the American fislicnnyn 

incra especially pursue, is capricious as tv its 
locil* as _ well «s in other respects. Sonje- 
tin ri it is found mainly on the American 
she Os, sometimes on Qeorgo's Banka, a (id 
wj et i mes on Bay. Chaleur, which lattkr 
pla « it reaches in September. Thu seertet 
of; te American fisherman’s dislike of an in­
ter irotation of the treaty which excludes thesn 
from this hay, is found in this fact : they d^- 
sir 
Fo 
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tp follow the mackerel wherever it g«x^. 
(wing this instinct, they have at all timU 

much in the habit of encroaching »>n 
:i fluted ground. This prohibition 

rei oVed by the Reciprocity Treaty, for ;ln 
eqi [valent, for many years, and even the iji- 
slic e fishery was tlirown iqien to them, Ti 
sail 
by 
sm

privileges were afterwards continu 
iibuiiso, on the patinent of it specified ! 
,jbut now we revert to the p<«ition ofe-+j 
«I by both parties fijom 1818 to 1854. i 

’■lire is also a question* of the right |.f \ 
nai yation, or rather there is inv queatiop, 
but a, practice op [soied to strict international 
law :<nd the terms of the fishery convention. 
By making use of the Gut of Canso, Amuj- 
cui fishing vessels bml a short road to tip 
fisl ng grounds; but according to the Eng 
liai law office re. “ no foreign country has the

right to use or navigate the passage of Canso f 
and the convention (of 1818) did not, either 
expressly or by necessary implication, con- 
cede any such right of' using or navigating 
it. Whether it may be policy to concede the 
right" is another question.'

The naval police to be sent to these waters 
is very inconsiderable, and its presence there 
is neither a new feature nor a reasonable sub­
ject of complaint. In former times, and under 
a condition of tilings which has now revived, 
as many as one hundred and thirty British 
guns were sometimes kept on the station; 
now there will be only a few schooiien, with 
no armed force worth. shaking of. It will 
be well to adhere to an old rule, given by 
commànd of the Queen, “that the officers 
employed upon this service should avoid all 
interference with the vessels of friendly 
powers, except where they are in the act of 
violating the treaty, and on all occasions to 
avoid giving ground of complaint, by the 
adoption of harsh or unnecessary proceed­
ings, when circumstances cotrqiel their arrest 
or seizure.” Mr. Mitchell’s Bill goes further 
than this, and renders liable to seiiure ves­
sels “preparing to fish;” a matter difficult 
of proof, and one likely to lead to needless
disputes.

BRITON LIFE ASSOCIATION.

In common with the other English life 
companies, this Association has found its 
operations greatly retarded during the year 
by the general shaking of confidence in life 
assurance organizations consequent upon the 
collapse of the Albert and the difficulties of 
other companies. The new premium income 
was, notwithstanding, upwards of £20,000 
stg., and £55,000 was carried to the, reserve 
fund. The steady progress of the Association, 
from its inception to the present time, is 
clearly shown by the tabulated statement oft 
our last page. Flattering allusion was made 
at the meeting to the Canadian business, upon 
which tl»c directors seem to set considerable 
store. We hope it will make further pro­
gress. The report and tlie remarks at the 
meeting throw light upon the affairs of the 
company, and ought to be carefully perused 
by all interested|

Small ( ’i|anoh.—The Government scheme for 
the removal of the American silver is likely to 
prove entirely successful. Ah impression lies Wn 
m ated among the holders of silver, that the only 
way to avoid loss is to disjosc of it, and accord­
ingly, it is passing rapidly out of circulation. 
Such is the report from the principal towns and 
villages of Outariix The public disfavor which 
now attaches to these coins, will effectually prevent 
t Iwm K ing returned through the merchants, manu­
facturers or broken, to the public, so that they 
mast leave the country. Meantime the fractional


