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\\\‘vnf (’ ';;g‘?i\" V‘.‘.x‘.t v ."..‘l\\'.}:,\‘ ’m‘. ; !Iul‘lu\\'(‘”d. and Ada almost fOE
celone:d her, Ulnconsciously they

trving to mmtate the thnmygs

vhich thev felt made up this Jdie
nitv: her oxquisitely - modulated
tones. her erect carmage. hor an
of  guiet  dedision co wonder!

that thev.were anxious  for her
cood opimon, and poor A\da felt
convinced that she was Likelw-to
lose 1t.

She had not gone very far w
an idea popped into her  fertile
brain.  Ada had alwavs felt rather
proud of being a-person of 1deas,
ind this one scemed to her un- |
usually brilliant.  Perhaps 1f the |
walk had been longer. she would
have found time to question its
brilliancy, but she found herselt
at the door of Miss Fleming's

hen |

ladging-house before anyv doubrs
arose in her mind. \  moment
later, and she was proceeding to |
put her rapidiv-conceived plan -
to execution.

Had she not been <o full of |
her scheme. she would have noted
that Miss IFleming had taken her
arrival with the clothes-basket as
a matter of course, but she gave
herself no time for that.

“Your laundress’ little girl 1s
i11.”" she becan in tones as smooth
as Miss Fleming's own., “so
brought the basket over for her |
this evening.”

Miss Fleming was a2 woman of |
quick decisions, but she hesitated
just a moment before she replied.
Tn a flash was revealed to her
Ada’s sillv pride, her more fool-
ish shame. For these things the
older woman could have had a |
kindlyv tolerance. but the appear- |
ance of wishing to obtain credit
for a kindly action. which was in-
deed no kindness, the deceit of it.
fired Miss Fleming's indignation. |
Nothing could have put the girl |
in a more unfavourable light.

“T am very <orrv to hear that
vour little sister is ill.”" she said,
coollv and steadily, turning her
scarc‘hinq gaze on Ada. “Beth |
is a verv great favourite of mine,
I hope she will soon be Derter. |
How much do I owe yvour mother. |
if vou please, Ada?” f

|

Ada was so overwhelmed that
she could scarcely answer.  The |
hot blood rushed to her face and |
the tears started to her eves. No |
reproaches could have shown her |
how completelv she was under- |
stood, as did the quiet utterance
which completely ignored the fic-
tion she had tried to establish.

She stammered an answer, anad
Miss Fleming turned to get the
money. Like a sudden revelation, |
at that moment there came to
Ada a picture of the scorn with |
which this quiet, forceful woman |
must regard her. The tears over- |
flowed at the thought, and she |
turned te wipe them furtively
away, just as Miss Fieming faced
her again.

Miss Fleming could not heln
being a little touched at the girl's
evident misery. After all, her
sober_second thought told her,
Ada was one of her girls, and if |
she could do a thing" so con-:
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teniptible. <o much the more did
she need her help. Tler detaining
hand  was Taid  gently on the
trembling oirl’s arm.

“Ada.” she said. “wait a mo-
ment, and let us understand cach
other. dear.  Were vou coing to
prove vourself unworthy of a
brave mother and a dear little
sister by trving to disown them?>"

It was a little while before Ada
could compose herself to. tell the

| story. At last she sobbed it out:

act as ane great penduluminregu
lating she hours of business, travel
and pleasure the world over. Kvery

ELGIN

Watch

is made of the finest materials by
the most skilled hands.

Alwavs look for the watch word
“Elgin," engraved on the works
of the world's best watches Send
for tree booklet about watches.

ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., Elgin, NI

' all her shame at knowing that her |

mother did washing. her dislike to |
carrying the clothes, her particu- |

lar reluctance to having Miss

' Ileming  know that she was a
| washerwoman's daughter.

“And vou fancied T should think
less of you for that?” Miss Flem- |

ing said.  “How little you know

' me, Ada! Why, I am a working-

woman myself.”

“But vour work is so different,” |
| taltered, Ada.

“In one way, yes. = But vyour

mistake is in thinking that anv

kind of labour is degrading. Itis

only work ill-done which can
lessen our dignity. Your mother

does her work in the most satis- |

factorv-way, and she¥has a right
to feel proud of it.  And I am

'sure her daughter, who is suppjied

with the comforts of life by means
of her toil, ought to be the last
one to be ashamed of her.”

“I'm not ashamed of my mother,
Miss Fleming,” Ada found voice
to sav, “Dut I was ashamed of
her work.”

“Iivery good workman puts so.,
'much of himself into his work
‘that- it 1s pretty hard to draw the

line between,” Miss Fleming said,
thoughtfully.  “I believe it was

' thoughtlessness, Ada, but you

were 1in effect disowning your
mother and sister by your remark
to me. And I might fairly accuse
yvou of trying to pose as their
benefactress at well.”

The red spots in Ada’s cheeks
grew -deeper. .

“I didn’t mean to do that, hon-
estly, Miss Fleming.”

“No, I do not believe you did.
Pt you see how much worse an
opinion 1 might easily have

formed, worse even than you 'de-

served.” :
There was a long talk which

| that supper was ready and that her
When she
went home, the tears were dried
but a little red spot still bume(i
in either cheek.
[sn't Miss Fleming Sweet >
croaked Beth.  “What diq she
show vou that vou stayed
long ?" -
“Some things that you've always
tseen, was Ada'’s rather ambigy.
ous answer. Then, as if realizine
Hthat Beth was entitled to g bettc?-
| answer: We were talking.  She
i said to tell vou that she was com-
|
i
|

50

Ing to see you to-morrow. Yeg
she is lovely.” |

Her mother came in just then
"1 do dislike to ask you Ada,” she
said, “Tintended to take this other
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is the Corner Stone of a Happy Home.

Makes cooking a pleasure because it has every known

device to ease the work and produce good results.

Special features

broiling and basting doors, asbestos lined

and ventilated oven, deep fire-box, **McClary's Special "

duplex grates, secticnal cast-iron  linings, etc.—its best

teiatures are not found on any other make of range.
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Sold by all enterprising dealers.

Write for catalogue.

> MClarys

Confinent
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I.ondon, Toronto, Montreal,

Winnipeg, Vancouver,

St. John, N.B.

viakers of the ‘‘Sunshine'” Furnace and
‘‘Cornwall” Steel Range

Friend in Need

Is a full purse. Your wife and children
will have such a friend after your death
if your life is insured in the North
American for their benefit.

The Company's Continuous Instal-
ment Policy guarantees after death of
insured an annual income for twenty
years certain, and as much longer as
the beneficiary lives. Should the bene-
ficiary die during the twenty years,
the remaining instalments are payable
to his or her estate.

Full particulars and sample policy
at your age mailed upon request.

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE

112-118 King Street West, Toronto.

L. GOLDMAN,
Secretary.

WTr1, McCABE,
Managing Direotor.
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