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The Infidel and His Daughter

daughter, on the eve of her death, when she ashed the

stern infidel in whose faith he would bave her to die—his |

or her mother’s :

# The damps of death are coming fast,
My father, o’er my brow ;

The past with all its scenes has fled,

" And I mast turn me now

To that dim future which in vain
My feeble eyes descry ;

Tell me, my father, in this hour,
In whose stern faith to die,

“In thine? I've watched the seornful
" smile, %
And heard thy ing tone,

When'er the Christian’s humble hope
Was placed above thine own ;

I've heard thee speak of coming death
Without a shade of

Andaugh, at all the childish fears
That cluster round the tomb,

% Or is it in my mother’s faith ?
How fondly do I trace ;
Through many a weary year long past
That calm and saintly face !
How often do I call to mind,
Now she is "neath the sod,
The place, the hour, in which she drew
My early thoughts to God !

“ "T'whs tten she took this book,
- And from its burning page
Read bow its truths support the soul
In youth and failing age:
And bade me in its precepts live,
And by its precepts die,
That I might share a home of love
In worlds beyond the sky. .

« My father, shall I look above,
Amid this gathering gloom,

To Him whose promises of love
Extend the tomb ?

Or curse the Being who hath blessed
This chequered path of mine ?

, Or die, my sire, in thine 7

Thé frown upon that warrior brow
Passed like a cloud away, :
And tears coursed-down the rugged cheek
That flowed not till that day.
% Not, not in mine,” with choking voice
The skeptic made reply—
« But in thy mother’s holy faith,
My daughter, majy’st thou die ?"”
—Episcopal Recorder.

Continued from the Southern Christian Adyocate.

The Sure Word of Prophecy.

Having thus remarkad upon prophecy
generally, we will proceed to the investiga-
tion of some particular prophecies, and
show that they.have been fulfilled. So ex-
tencive is this field, that we eannot array a
tythe of the evidence of the authenticity of
the Secriptures, derived from this source.
We must limit ourselves to an examination
of the principal predictions respecting the
Israelites, and those which relate to Jesus
of Nazareth. These will suffice to estab-
lish the whole Scripture cause.

The children of Israel were children of
promise and of prophecy. Wherever we
find them, in Egypt, in Canaan, in Baby-
lonia, or scattered to and fro throughout the
earth, we bat find them, where the word of
What-
ever vicissitudes their annals disclpse,—
whatever their bondage in Egypt—their
occupying and dividing the promised land,
their suffering during their idolatrons back-
sliding, at the hands of warlike neighbours.
or their asking from their prophet-judge a
king to govern them, it is but a history
written long before by the pen of inspira-
tion.

But we must pass to that period when

‘we find them under a regal government,—

Saul, a Benjamite, having been ancinted
king, by Divine appointment. This choice
seemed a contradiction of prophecy ; for the
dying Jucob had said of Judah—the pro-
phecy of course applying to the tribe de-
scended from him——*thou art he, whom
thy brethren shall praise: thy father's
children shall bow down before thee. The

sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor af

law-giver from between his feet, until Shi-
loh come, and unto him shall the ghorin'
of the people be”  The kingdom, however,
speedily passed into the hands of David, the
prophet-king, a Bethlehmite of Judah’s
wibe.

In the days of Solomon, his son, the pros-
perity of his nation reached its acme. n,
that temple was built, which, uvatil the
coming of the world’s Redeemer, was to be
the central seat of man’s purest religion.
and the rallying point of the sons of God.
Then, Abraham’s seed was numerous, “ as
the sand which is by the sea in multitude,”
and the land, as bad been promised him,
was theirs, “ from the river of Egypt unto
the great river——the river Euphrates.”

ut, before his death, lomon was
¢ (urned from the Lord his God” and went
after “the vanities of the heathen.” God's
anger was kindled against bim, aod he was
told that, during his son’s reign, his king-
dom should be “rent in twain "—a predic-
tion accomplished l:ithe revolt of ten of the
tribes, who made Jeroboam their h:n'.—
leaving only Judab and Benjamin subject to
the house of David. ol

The history of the two kingdoms u-
dah and Isu'z'-fm this time dissocia-
ted. We cannot follow the fortanes of the
ten tribes, nor enumerate the prophecies ut-
tered o them from time to, time, as warn-
ings of wrath, impending for their insane
idolatry. We can only state, that after
many vicissitudes, the kingdom passing
during 280 yeursew—the term of its exist-
ence—from family to family, no fewer than
nine times. it was at length overthrown 721
B. C. by the king of Assyria, the le
carried into captivity, and their land
by colonies gathered from his extensive em-
pire. From this captivity they never re-
turned, and their history from that period
is unknown.

The kingdom of Judah was of longer du-
sation, but its fate, in the end, no less mourn-
ful. ‘The hiouse of David still reigned, but
many of the kings were base idolaters aod
they invariably corrupted the people. At
intervals, however, pious rulers governed,
whose example and authority served to sta
the devastating flood of iniquity ud),luul
ousness, which often threatened destruction

" fo every vestige apm‘m': 0

to impress their minds, alarm their fears,
and reform their lives. But all in vain.
their

in their captivity, his princes were recog-
nized as such, and were more honoured
than other captives by their haughty con-
queror. ,

Gloomy as were the predictions of Jere-
miab, t:! were ‘not altogether cheerless,
for he uttered the promise, “that after
seventy be accomplished, at Babylon,
I will visit you and my good word
toward you, in causing you to return tothis
place.”  And with this event, others were
to be connected, of momentous consequence
to that mighty empire, which had “ smitten
the people in wrath, with a continual stroke,”
and had “ruled the nations in dnger.” The
Lord had said by the prophet, “ When the
seventy years are accomplished, I will pun-
ish the king of Babylon, and will make the
land of the Chaldeans a perpetual desola-
"m.)l

The downfall of this powerful empire,
bere so intimately conneeted with Judah’s

restoration, is a ﬂﬂkm_mofof the inspi-
ration of the prophets. particulars of
the eapture of Babylon has been foretold by
Isaiah and Jeremiah,—by the former about
170, and by the latter about 70 years before
the event. According to these prophets,
two nations were to be ‘united against the
city. “Go up, O Elam (Persia;) besiege
Q Media.” * The Lord hath raised up the
spirit of the kings of the Medes, for his de-
vice is against Babylon to destroy it.” Isa-
iah mentions the name of the conqueror
three geperations before his birth, % Thus
saith the Lord, that saith unto the deep, Be
dry ; and I will up thy rivers: and that
saith of Cyrus, is my sbepherd, and
shall perform all my pleasure,—I will loose
the loins of kings, to open before him the
two-leaved gates ; and the gates shall not
be shut.”

This Cyrus was son of Cambyses, king of
Persia and nephew of Cyaxares, (Darius,)
king of Media. These kings made war up-
on the king of Babylon, and Cyrus, at the
head of their united forces, marched against
and besieged’ that city. The Babylonians
had stored provisions enough to last them-
selves through a twenty years’ siege; and
defended by their impregnable walls, in
their confidence, they derided the folly of
the besiegers, and made no effort to drive
them away. How true to prophecy ! “ The
mighty men bave forborne to fight; they
have remained in their holds ; their might
bath failed; they became as women.”—
The plain of Babylon was intersected by a
number of canals ; then, an immense artifi-
cial lake, and a broad and deep ditch,—sur-

nd“i:f the city,—were fed, as occasion
required, by the waters of the Euphrates.—
The strategy of Cyrus converted these means
of wealth and defence into the occasion of a
total overthrow. Upon a festival day, when
the reckless inhabitants were feasting, drink-
ing, and dancing, he suddenly turned the
waters of the river which ran through the
city, into the canals, the lake and the trench,
and as soon as the water had sufficiently
subsided, he led his army, both horse and
foot, along the dry channel into the heart of
the city. How truly had it been said, “I
will dry up the sea, and make thy springs
dry!” This, however, would have availed

litile, says Herodotus, but that the brazen deng

gates, opening from all the streets upon the
river, had not been shut by the drunken sol-
diers; if they had been, he would have been
‘enclosed as in a net. This heathen writer
knew not, while he narrated this fulfilment

of prophecy, that it had been written, long | &

before, “ the gates shall not be shut.” The
army of Cyrus went into the city, both
where the river entered and where it emerg-
ed, so that, according to the “one

did run to meet another, to show the
ing of Babylon, that his city is taken at
the end, and that the passages are shut.”—
“They were taken,” says Herodotus, “ by
surprise; and such is the extent of the city,
that they who lived in the extremities were
made prisoners before any alarm was com-
municated to the centre of the place,” where
the stood. Thaus, as had been fore-
told, “ a snare was laid for Babylon—it was
taken and it was not aware ; it was found,
and also t.” « How is the praise of the
whole earth sarprised !” “Ig their heat I
will make their feasts, and I will make them
drunken, that they may rejoice and sleep a
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a mysteridus hand-writing on the wall, and
now alarmed by the tamult without, com-
manded inquiry ‘into the casse. As before,
“the gates,” leading from the: river to the
city, “ were  mot'shut " mow, #the loins of
kings were loosed to open. before Cyrus the
two-leaved: gates " sof the 'palace,/ for the
king’s messengers, in going out, enwittingly
this: prediction ;' and the

tains of Babylon closed with that night’s
festival : the drunken. slept “a perpetual
i And. thas, io-fol-

cularity, with which the destruetion of S
lon, and" the atterdant  circumstances had
been foretold. The prophecies were not on.
ly to remain as a standing proof of the an.

ticity of revelation, but were to be made
the means of restoration to God’s chosen
people. For in the firet year of his
reign, issued a
to return to Judea, in which he says, mani.
festly bécanse he saw himself an agentin

kingdoms of the earth, and he bath
me to build him a houss at Jerusalem.”

This work, notwithstanding: many inter-
ruptions, was accomplished ; and shortly af-
ter, this people were re-established in their
ancient heritage ; the voice of prophecy was
hoshed until it was again heard from the lips
of the holy Zacharias, the father of the Fore-
runger. As the daw.i-of a brighter day ap-

the lesser lights, one by one, Ldod
away, until John arose as the morning star,
—f rsor of that Sun of Righteousness,
who soon eclipsed the brilliance of his glow-
ing harbinger. /

The intervening history of the world had
been remarkably sketched in the prophecies
of Daniel. 'The Persian Bear, wild, flerce;
and cruel, having subdued the nobler Baby-
lonian Lion,—the swift-footed and winged
Grecian Leopard in turn triumphed, and was
succeeded by the Roman Beast, “ dreadful
and terrible, and strong exceedingly " ~all
devouring with its “ great iron teeth.”

The Queen and the Quakeress.

In the autumn of 1818, her late Majesty
Queen Charlotte visited Bath, accompanied
by the Princess Elizabeth. The" waters
soon effected such a respite from pain in the
royal patient, that she proposed’ &n excur-
sion to a park of some celebrity in the
neighboarhiood, then the estate of a rich
widow, belonging to the Society of Friends.
Notice was given of the Queen’s intention,
and a message returned that she should be
welcome. Our illustrious traveller had, per-
haps, never before held any personal inter-
course with a member. of the persnasion
whose votaries never voluntarily paid taxes
to “the man George, called King by the
vain ones.” The Jady and gentleman who
were ‘o0 attend the angust.visitants had but
feeble ideas of the reception to be expeeted,
It was supposed that the quaker would at
least say “ Thy Majesty,” “ Thy Highness,”
or “Madame.” The royal carriagearrived
at the lodge of the park punctually at the
appointed hour. No preparations sppeared
to have been made ; no hostess or domestics
stood ready to greet the guests. The por-
ter’s bell was rung; he stepped forth deliber-
ately with his broad-brimed beaver on; and
unbendingly accosted the Lord in waiting
with, “ What's thy will, friend ?"”

This was almost unanswerable. * Sure-
ly," said the nobleman, * your lady is aware
that Her Majesty—— Go to your
mistress, and say the Queen is here.”

“ No, truly,” answered the man, “ it need-
eth not: I have no mistress nor lady, but
m kamnd' ! Rachel Mills expected thine.

alk in'!”

The Queen and the Princess were handed
out, and walked up the avenmue, At the
door of the house stood the plainly-attired
Rachel, who, without even' a curtsey, but
with a cheerful npd, said, “ How’s thee do,
friend? Iam glad to see thee and thy
bter. I wish thee well. Rest and re-
fresh thee and thy people before I show thee
my grounds.

What could be said to such a person?
Some condescensions were attempted, imply-
ing that Her Majesty came not only to view

pight there. The friends are well
most folks; but they need not
the world; for the rest, many

trangers

ver this place, and it is my custom to con-
them myself ; therefore I will do the
by thee, friend Charlotte. Moreover, I
well ot thee as'a datiful wifé and mo-
mer. T wih thyprasdchild wel
partner. ild well
th:on‘;:d e (Sllodhde’dtotbel’rlnoe-

Charlotte .

kindly, nay, respectfully, that no offence
could be taken. She escorted bfr guest
through ber estate. The: Princess  Elisa.
beth noticed, in the hen-house, a breed of
poultry hitherto uoknown to ber, and ex-
pressed a wish to possess some of these rare

.| fowls, imagining that Mrs. Mills would re-

gard her wish as a law; but the Quakeress
merely remarked, with her characteristic
evasion, “ They are rare, as thou sayest;
bat if they are to be purchased in this land

men likelier than myself to procure them
with ease.” g
Her Royal Highness more plainly ex’

authorizing the Jews |

accom the designs of Jehovab, “The
Wmhum:mmm all the |

Tt was 86 avident that the Friend meant |

or in sny other countries, I know few wo- g

e

L;';’;"" the Pripoess, with a conciliatiog

"% Nay, verily,” replied Rachel, “T bave
refused dny friends ; and that which |
denied to my own kinswoman, Martha Ash,
it ‘becometh 'me not 10 grant to any. We
have long bad it to say that these birds 'be-
longed only to our house ; and 1 can make
no exception in thy favor.” This is a fact.
— Sharpe’s London *u.

_“The Swe _'!gulenr

« “Let me tell one of the sweetest

you in all my life. ‘Jesas
buwuhd::’bm:hb own most pre-
cious blo beagtified it, and he
wmhd-’na is Pather along with
bim 1o abide with'me 1" So said a levely
Christian, whose very countenance seemed

:
Halr

&?gi
1

have
you not com
‘.“sll a man lov

Would not the name of an earthly
parent be dishonoured  if, after an inherit-
tance caleulated to-show his  great love to
his children had been his ‘ child-

L ren, through nxligone., should leave their

rights unclaimed, and live in penury?- 8o
do.you not only wrong yourself, but you
dishonour the worthy name by which you are
called, if you do-not, -with becowing eager:
ness and decision, resolve on claiming, at
once, the inheritance for you by
the blood of Jesus. n you search the

iptures, searchk them as the records of
on your Father that should
claim your:portion of the lnhoﬂ’:neo, but
his Aonour as your Father stands ,connected
with'your x-gh tho(;njoym of these
parchased privileges.  Can you, to the praise
of Jesus, snd"in honour of’yonr Fmgh
heaven, say, “Jesus hath washed my heart
in his own most precious blood, and has
beautified .it, and has brought his Father
with him to abide with me ?*

“ His blood demands the purchased ;

unw.mmqmu el

Obtain'd the for all our race,
And sendas it n to me.”

—The Author of the Way of Holiness.
Mr. Wesley's Profession of
Holiness ?

In a letter to Lady———, dated London,
June 19th, 1771, Mr. Wesley says, * Many
years since, I saw that without holiness no
man shall see the Lord. I began following
after it, and inciting all with whom I had any
intercourse todo the same. Ten after,
God gave me a view than I had be-
fore of the way how ain this, by faith
in the Son of God. And immediately I de-
clared to all— We are saved ain, we
are made holy by faith. Then I testified in
private, in publie, in print; and' God con-
firmed it by a thousand witnesses.”

In further confirmation let the following
testimonies be . considered. Mr. Watson
having quoted Mr. Wesley’'s own words
liis conversion, says :—* After

he proceeded from strength ‘to strength, till
he could say, * Now I am conqueror.’ His
experience, nurtured by habitaal prayer,
and drd by unwearied exertion in the
cause of his Saviour, settled into a steadfast
faith and solid m wlln‘l:h ht.:oofgno' of
God to the ¢ his
and mg”—Wm’a life of \?:-‘
ley, 'p. 88. .
Mr. Jackson, in his Centenary of Metho-
dism, page 47, says: “ Having obtained by
the simple exercise of faith in Christ, not
only the abiding witness of the pardoning
adopting metu(v&o( God, but also that
purity of heart which they had long unsuc-
cessfully endeavoured to obtain by works of
righteousness, were astonished at their
former errors, to make known

all."—Zion's Herald.

grtify their ouridelty by " Gong AsTRAY.~~Cold words to fall on a | ;
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the great salvation which is attainable to|i
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Launch ﬁy bark, mariper ;
Christian, God speed thee,

$ i

Crowd all thy canvass on—

Cat through the foam——
Christian, cast anchor now,
~ Heayen is thy home !

The Benediotion.

The most solemn and important words
are apt to lose their meaning in our ears by

of or frequent unse. ‘For Christ's
saks;, Amen,’“are words uttered, we are per-
suaded, millions of times, without either ex-
pressing or conveying a thought of any kind.
Any one may ‘be convinced of this, by con-
sulting bis own experience, or by observing
the conduct of others in relation to this mo-
mentous - expression.  You have uttered
them  withowt thought belonging to thém
baving any place in your consciousness; or,
you have observed how a whole congrega-

'b:- htlnn MMWJG in which
they have at to —
The same thing is strikingly m:’ the
words of the apostle generally used as the
benediction with which our worshipping as-
semblies are dismissed. How few think of
what is meant, ¢ The graece of the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and the ‘love of God, and ‘ the
communion of the Holy Ghost, bo with you
all, Amen,” when these words are pronounc-
ed at the close of ‘pablic service. - Yet they
are expressive of matchless good to the mind
of man. We have heard of & poor balf-wit-
person who was met going into a place
worship, by one who was leaving just be-
close of the day’s engagements.—

¢Q,’ said the individual, ¢ you are  too late,
'l get nothing but the dlessing now.'—
tis just what I want,’ said the other,
he entered. With deep interest he lis-
to the solemn words, and he was bless-
indeed. They were the'means in God’s
hand of saving good to his soul. Has the
reader ever thought of this benediction ?P—

service to lead you to think of it now. ‘The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,’ comes first.
What does this mean? Paul says, ‘Ye
koow the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
how that, though he was rich, for your sakes
he became poor, that ye, through bis pover-
ty, might be rich.’ He was urging the
Christiang at Corinth to take pity on their
brethren at_Je who were - suffering
severe hardships at the time, and to send a
portion of what they possessed to the suffer-
bers. His desire was, that they should feel
s0 kind and to'u;idc the poor in
Judea, as willingly to th a portion of
their own 'nlth’h :dﬂu’wm relief of
their folbw-hoh‘::m Ho‘opnd-ad as the
great example motive for this generous
kindness the grace of Him, who, though rich
in infinite glory, became poor as s man of
sorrows, and the acquaintance of grief, that
He might relieve and enrich mankind.—
This generous, self-sacrificing goodness of
heart towards the most unworthy and guilty
is * the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

$The love of God,’' comes next. This
presents us with another aspect of the infi-
nite z:odnu‘ of the Great Jehovah. There
was immeasurable kindness in the self-sacri-
fice of the Son; there is equally immense
kindness towards us, in the giving up of the
Son, on the part of the Father, e never-
to-be-forgotten words of Jesus, teach us this :
—*God 80 loved the world that he gave his

im t not perish, but have everlast-

life”’ is ¢ the love of God, which
Paul desired to ‘abide with’ the Corinthi-
ans. It is the uncaused of tl_w
Infinite One, of which John eays, ¢ Herein

ool
in
ing

Holy Ghost is thus the having a sk
enjoyment of this Divine Spiri
word is often rendered ¢ fellowship,’ as
cts ii. 42, where it is said of those who
they continued steadfastly in

ip; that

joyed b ':b‘.

y the

1 Cor. i. 9, where

tion sre  in the-aet of seating themeelves,|

Whether or mot, it may do you no small | g0od

m Mariner's nm entered into thorough union of heart both |

with the disciples and their Lord, so did|
Paul desire they might participate in the |
blessings of the eternal Spirij, and have per-
fect unity of heart with Him.

The question naturally arises here, How
can we possess and enjoy the objects pre-
sented to us in these words of benediction ?
What is meant by their abiding with us?—
The nature of the objects themselves goes
far to answer these questions, You may
enjoy grace in the enjoyment of what grace
gives or does for you. This is, howuver,
enjoying it in an indirect and most inferior
way. He who takes the gift without think-
ing of the giver, may be said to enjoy grace,
but only in a very sense indeed.
‘We cannot think this the sense in which the
apostie desired the grace of Jesus'to abide
with the Corinthians. His prayer was, that
the grace ilself might abide with them, and
not merely the gifts of that grace. So also
with the eogGod,udoo,ot‘mcostity,
with the communion of the Holy Ghost.—
He who has fellowship with a kind K
enjoys that heart and its kindness, ; r
than any sn such kindness may bestow.—
We can all understand this. ho would
not have the sense of gladness which is felt
from the loving smile of » generous friend,
in preference to all the gifis that friend could
bestow, if that smile. were withheld ? And
how can such kindness be enjoyed, but just
in the knowledge, and remembrance of it in
the mind? The infinite generosity of Jesus
led him to die—the infinite love of the fa-
ther gave him up to that death—the infinite
kindness of the Spiri¢ leads him to take of
these things, and show them to the soul, so
that they may be understood, believed, and
remembered. Thaus, and thus alone, can
they abide with man, To understand, be-
lieve, and remember the grace of Jesus, and
the love of God, arid so to have the eternal
Spirit in full communication with our minds,
while we are in blessed communication with
His, must. be the bighest oolr:hl:ol:d bless-

we can enjoy on earth. a man
:fd, speaking of spiritual enjoyment at its
best, when asked by another what heaven
was, add elernity to that, and it is heaven.’

A few words on the practical good of this
divine benefit may close our present paper.
What then, can ever overtake
you, in which you may not find perfect self-

and patience as the fruits of this
blessing ‘abiding with you? - What disap-
pointment can ever cross you, from which
you must not rise with gladness, if there
abide in your mind these gloriously cheer-
ing realities ? . What sorrow. can ever
sproad ite chilling, g inflaences over
your heart, in the midst of which you will
not be constrained to _rejoice, when the grace
of the Saviour and the love of ‘@od are fall
in the mind through your fellowship with
the spirit? What Lbur of dark temptation
can ever come in which you will ever waver,
when these attractions are bolding your mind
against the foe? What sunny msonm of
prosperily can ever t you w will
not be rendered tfmhonund’ times more
ch by the abiding light of Jebovah's
own beaming on your soul? Be as-
sured, dear reader, that whether you oceupy
an earthly throne, or dwell amid the obscu-
rities of this world’s poverty, ‘you may be
supremely blest by the enjoyment of this
benediction. Nor need you be less assured
that yon have but to be a haman being in
order to your being as welcome to it as you
are to breathe. The grace of Jesus is seen
in this dyiog for all mankind—the love of
God is expressly said by Jesus to be love to
the world—the work of the Eternal Spirit is
to persuade that same world of that infinite
ness and its great sacrifice. How then
can all this be otherwise than free to every
individoal in the world? It is thus free to
you. You can be without it, only by putt-
ing it away from you and judging ' yourself
unworthy of eternal life, as the Jews did of
old. It is free to yeu, whether you receive
it, and dwell amidst its cheering light, or
hide your spirit in its own darkness, josi as
the light of day is free whether you live in
its , or prefer the dungeon where it
cannot shine. Surely nothing can exceed
the criminal neglect of him who refuses, in
cold indifference, to enjoy the wondrous

R & 2

and with reference to your own heart’s ex-
perience, of this divine benediction. If thou-
sands of your fellow men should be-found
treating its precious terms as empty sounds,
be it yours to seize the realities it presents,
and so to prosper for eternity.— &rua jan
News. »

A Beautiful Incident.

We witnessed a beaatiful sight yesterday.
It was this. Away from the crowd, and
seated upon & plank which makes the dock,
sat & matronly German dame, and around
her six small children. The mother was
one of that class of humane looking females
into whose mild eyes it is refreshing to look,
for there you see kindness and a lovipng,
meek, lowly expression. She was poorly
clad, her clothes being of the coarse, stout
texture which emigrants, and especially ntbo

er

around her, evidently expecting something,
for ever and anon they would torn their
heads towards the street, as somebody was
to return to them. Ah! you see yon stur-
dy German, with his blue smock and heavy

of | boots. Notice the gratefal smile that plays

his sun burnt features, and notice the
hich he Lears in his hand.—

be is the father of the children, and
which they have been expeci-
ing. Our conj was true, for the man
seats himself beside the female, and the chil-
dren huddie around their parents in eager
haste, while the younger and more impatient
lift their tiny hands in supplication for the
staff of life.  "Tis a pretty sight ! But look
again, the father has spoken, and see the loaf
is laid aside, the sturdy sire, the qnmly
dame, and the children all are on their bend-
ed knees, with uplifted hands addressing the
threne of offering up their blessimgs
to the Giver of all good for his care and
ness. It was indeed a sablime sight.—
f‘l:’n in the open air, there among the busy
world, among the noise, bustle and confu-
sion of business, this devout family of stran-

gers were offering up their prayers to a be-
neficent God, and returning blessings for the
many favors redlived from His hands, [t

was 8 scene that would 6l aoy one- with
awe.—

At the Door.

“ Behold, I stand at the door and knock."
At what door? The barred door, of your
heart, fellow-sinver; your heart, defiled,
darkened, perverted, bardened, alienated
from God and holiness, greaily needing the
entrance of some one who can change all
this, restore it to God, and make it an abode
of purity, love and peace. '

Who stands there? Your best frisnd.
He who bas done for you already what wo
other being could or would ; who has made
possible the change you need, nnd now
presses urgently upon your acceptance the
provided mercy.

How does he knock? Reason asserts
your true condition, your deep necessity for
Just such a Saviour. Conscience thunders
its condemnation of your guilt. Memory
peoples the past with accusing Witnesses.
Apprehension looks forward to dreaded, de-
served ills that the future bas in store,

Hp has knocked long. By his word,
pressed upon you in early childhood by
Christian parents, {riends, teachers, pustors,
or, in later life, pondered in the solitade of
your closet. By his Providente, presérv-
ing life and health, or sending sickoess !
supplying every want, directing all ‘your
ways, protecting from danger, giving friends

blessing. Think, then, think to purpose, | P®

and removing them-—in each case for your
good. By his Spirit, awakening, convieting,
reproving, melting, leading others around
y;)u to repentance, pardon, aud peace ; ocon-
vincing yeu that you hgve only to accepi the
proﬁ'erez mercy l{) be leued.’ Y

Why does he knock?  Because of his loye
for your soul, He would save it. You
have shut and barred him out, and perse-
vere in excluding him. He even begs 1o
be admitted. He will hardly be denied.
He has done and siffered so much to make
salvation possible for you, that he can nbt
bu:dto have you persist in refusing 0 be
saved.

But he will not always knock.

“ There is a time we know not wheu,

iy

1o pass that Tamit - o e,

“Many 4 soul has passed it, and for bende-
forth the fountains of feeling forever frdsen,
the ears deaf t§ every persuasion, the’ soul
unmoved even by the prospect of etdrdal
migery, its destiny sealed with as much cer-
tainty as if the eternal darkness of . despair
already shrouded it.

Hear that knock. Open and admit him.
Then he and his Father will love you, come
unto you, and make their abode with,  you.
He is bimself the * door,” the only., of
hope and safety for your poot
and it shall be opened unto you..
sist in your refusal, and you
knock at the door and find it shat. ™S

There are others than thy Saviour &bou
the door of thy heart. * If thou de not
well "—just thy case in this = gin
lieth at the door. Death, too, lies® at" the
door. The entrance thou refusest to &
pleading Saviour, death may at any moment
force. Christ will néver force an entrs
If he enters, it must be at thy opening.

He who knocks at thy heart's door in love
and compassion, will soon appear before
thee in another character.

Behold, the Judge standeth before the
door.”” Are ye prepared to meet him with
your heart still closed; to bear him_say,
« Because I have called, and ye refused ; .1
stretched out my bands and no man re-
f-rded ; I also will laugh ut your calamity,

will mock when your fear cometh I

Are ye prepared to endure eternally that
most terrible of all wrath, “the wrath of

the Lamb?"

« Behold, the dodr and knock ;
if any man héP™my , and open thedoor,
I will come in to him, and will sup with

him, and he with me.” -

Faith a Pountain of Peace.

When a man can look upon the nyn‘rs_s
of Providence, and upon all his personal al-
flictions, with a full, a lively, a steadfsst
conviction that He who bas dispensed them
bas done right ; when he can say, with the
spirit of u child, “ Even so, Father ;” when
he can thus throw himself with a placid tef-
r upon the current of God's dispensations,
under the blackest cloud, under the rudest
tempest, adrift upon the wildest billows, he
is bappy. And this is—Fasth.
When he can look upon the doctrine of
God's universal supremacy with a steady
eye; when he canturn to this trath with sa
unwavering assurance that every appastion-
ment, both of grace and justice, will be right;
when, thus trusting in God, he can acquiesce
in every particular of Lis government ; under
every mystery, he is happy.  All things=—
all things—are done according o his will ;
for God's will is his—his will is Ged's.—
And this is—=Faith.
And when a poor sinner, in full view of
the terrors and strictness of the-law ; in full
view of'his own sins and ill-desert ; in full
yiew of his own helplessness, can trdst in
the promises of God through Christ ; when
he can feel thatin the blood of the Lamb
there is a sacrifice for his sins ; when he can
thus leave himself quietly with God, and
wait and look for salvation, surely this is
iness. Yet this, too, is— Faith.
And when a child of sorrows, overwhelm-
ed with hardships and stripped of eartbly
comforts, can goto Him who had smitten
him aod kiss the rod; when he can. say,
« Though thou slay me, yet I will trust in
thee ;” when be can find his way to the
of secret communion, to recite his griefs
and to ask for sympathy ; when he. can go
to the throne of grace for consolation ; tho’
his troubles have been like a flood, and the
cup of bis adversity like wormwood, yet
there, in that man’s breast, in that torn and
bleeding heart, peace gushes up like a foun-
tain, and the happiness of heaven like a re-:
viving stream. %ut this is another form of
Faith.—Lessons on the Oross.

Tae DeLigars oF BENEVOLENCE.~If
there be a pleasure on earth which angels
cannot enjoy, and which they might almost
envy man the poessession of, it is the power
of relieving distress; if there be a pain
which devils might pity man for enduring,
it is” the death-bed reflection tbat we have
possessed m::; of doing good, but that
we have perverted it to purposes
of ill.~=Bacon.

He who prays at stated times only, will
make but poor progress beavenward. ° He

who prays. not at all stated times; will‘soon.
omit all prayer.




