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INDUSTRIA;ACTIVITY IN BRITISH ,
COLUMBIA. (

Capital is Beix;g Invested and Resources Developed-

Railway Notes—Guggenheims' Intentions. |

: . 4

(From ()iir Own Corresp wmdent ) 5

Yancouver, B. C,, February 9th, (

Ihe result oF the Provinéial elections on Saturday hnl.i
wheh the Conservativd Government was returned o gwt\w}

with a majority increaged, from three to twelve, 15 regarded
with general satisfactibin W ithout entering at aly- o the
causcs of the victory, i 1§ « nough to say that the people are
pleased with 1|u/)»r'|;.:r|:--‘ made during the past three years
and a half, and have fconfidence in the declarations of the
Government candidateq that an aggressive p«-h\'_\' of tl(‘\(‘?-'[)-
ment is 1o be uwndertaked immediately. :

English capital is gbdut to be intere sted in the explont-
ing of the Jarge ol an ¢oal fields held in Western Alberta,
just beyond the )2r1(l~‘. Cnlu(nhu boundary hn-'., ‘h_\' a com-
pany, compased largely bf Vancouver wmen Chis is the
Western ()il and Coal jCénsolidated, which has also a large
number of Untario nhjru)].“)d(»n
Coal and Qil Ficlds to{be Exploited.

Mr. J. B }‘-:‘rgu,w:;"l_ manager of the company, left yes-
rerday for England tol consummate the deal, and cn route
will spend sdme time @ Toronto. He has full anthority to
Aose negobiations,) which ‘will mean that $400,000 of cash
capital will be availablg¢ for development, the English people
having arranged to take lover a one-half interest. 148 the
intention to ¢stablish & réfining plant in the oil field, and put
the coal mine, in the same locality, on a shipping basis Both
are good propositions. |

Vancouver Island] mich with mineral and timber re-
sources, will be develaped by the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company. For some fime they have had survey parties 1n
the field with the obi¢ct of obtaining a correct estimate of
the land and timber, agd!now it is stated that Mr. R. Mar-
pole, who has been acing as general superintendent at Vane
couver, is to be gppul‘_l(nl to t:nL‘gﬁ charge of the company’s\
land and timber nterdsty on the island. Fiis capacity and

ability had already begn/proven, and if he undertakes this

wark it will nfean gregt activity n another \:\rgc section of

the province w hich lm! lain Prlt«‘lic.‘t”y dormant, and an 1mi-
portant contributing fctor n local progress.
Conditions in Rossland.

The Bank of Torohtd closed its branch in Rossland this

week, but that does ndt mean that prosperuty has ceased n

this thriving mining cgnire The principal business of the
bank ‘came from the War) Eagle and Centre Star mines, Own-
ed by the Gooderham-§ lackstock syndicate. With thé trans-

fer of these interests to the Consolidated .\\".nmg and Smelt-
ing €ompany the busificys of the mines went principally to
the Bank of Montreal,

Although the busiffes§ of the Bank of Toronto was thus
reduced to some exten§, it still operated a. a prr»ﬁ;, but \_\lth
such & large demand {@r branches in other expanding points,
it was thought expedignt to close the bank at Rossland
There is as much busiPess in that city as ever, and increas;
ing with the growth of /the surrounding country

Every day brings hbws of more activity the northern
part gf the province, Aside' from the Bulkley Valley, where
exfensive agricultura) Jands Yie, and where coal and other
mingrals have been prpven to be abundant, the vast district
lying to the north as farl as Atlin, and to the east five hun
dred miles to the f)'-lqn'fhr_\. is practically unknown Pro
spectors relate stories fhey hear.from the Indians of a coun-
try where oil is found{id lakes, and from w here specimens
of coarse gold have begn ‘\Tlv\_lgh!. but the section 1s a wilder
ness as fas as knowledge! of it is concerned
Where the Railways Will Build.

The Grand Trunk Pacific will cross at a point compara-
tively to the south, 'l[‘[ the line Prn[nmml to be constructed
by American capitalistk Wwill open up another large district
to the north., At the{/lakt session of the Legislature they
secured a charter to operate to the northern boundary, under
the name of the Brifishi Columbia Northern and Alaska
Company, and now atfe Secking incorporation from the Do

minion Parliament tolestend the line through the Yukon

territory to Pawson Henry Blitz and Lounis Anerback, of
Boston. are those whip Bave so far appeared in cofinection
with the enterprise Apart from. the speculative business

which may result frofh the development of resources un-
known at present, thege is a good mining country, where the
existence of gold has fempted expenditure already, that wil)
give @ revenue to a rgilway. .
Mr. A. L. Berdoe} géneral manager of the White Pass
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and Yukon Railway Company, which has head offices in Vage
couver, told your correspondent that he had heard n

of the reported purchase of the rail and steamship business
of this company by the Guggenheims. [t was stated in my
Western papers that this large mmmng syndicate bought the
railway beeanse of the very considerable amount of freight

business it had “1f anything like a sale had taken place™
Mr. Berdoe added, “1 would certainly tave heard of #"
—_————————

INDUSTRIAL AND CO-OPERATIVE
SOCIETIES.

Special Committee at Ottawa Considering This
Question—Cold-Storage Plants.
(From Our OCwn Correspondent.)
Ottawa, February 13th
Mr. Fisher's b}l to encourage the establishment of
cold-storage- warehouses is interesting in many ways. It

grovides'for the Government contributing to the construe-
tion and cquipment of any cold storage warchouse a sub-
sidy not exceeding thirty per cent. of its cost. This subsi
is ot in the way of a lean, nor is any repayment ex
Jt is nmot a bounty, as that term is generally used, as the
amount 1o be paid is computed not upon the amount of
busipess done, but solely upon the cost of the plant.
There 18 no disposition n any guarter to minimize the
impdrtance of C('Id-,slnr;_u{-'. but rhi.ﬁ parlticu)ar measure has
come in for no little eriticism. 1t is pointed out, by some,
that. the warchouses, ajready estahlished, should receive a
bonds, provided they sibmit to Governmenta) contro) as Yo
the standard of efficieffcy to be maintained, and the tolls to
be collected. Again il is urged that the Government should

net dictate the location of the warchouses This pom)

might open the door to political influences, and it would
certainly seem that the person of company putting up o
per cent. might safely be left to decide just where, from a
Business standpoint, was the best location

Gold-Storage on Stecamships.

Section o of the bill repeals the le_gislztioh of 1807, re-
specting cold-storage on steamships {rom Canada to the
United Kingdom, and in certain ci.n'es of Canada. As a
matter of fact. the cold-storage service on Sea-gong vessels
for some years subsidized by the Government has been
quite unsatisfactory, and this matter is hereafter to be \d\
w 9“\'&(? enterprise,

As it is. Mr Fisher's bill will probably do no more than
encowrage the formation of cold-storage companies by frue
growers and nthvr_< in various parts of tbe country who may
he attracted or stimulated by the promised bonus of thirty
;u‘r cent
Industrial and Co-Operative Societies. ]

A special committee of the House has under consider-
ation a _bill providing for industrial and co-operative $0+
cieties. This bill if enacted will furnish the machinery for
experiments in the line of co-operation. Experiments along
that Yine have not been mirequent, and a8 a tule have not
been successful in the United States and Canada. It may
be that in the rural sections of Quebee, something may be
accomplished approaching the marvellous successes that are
reported from variofis /parts of England, and i_rom _m\‘,
points on the continent. The rural banks, it is said, are
especially needed in Quebec.

In Ontario, at least, the chartered banks have established -

so many branches that thif need does not exist, and in th‘t
province many farmers will be found rather shy of anyl
scheme that pelies upon co-operation In spite 9‘3'
literature on the subject, one cannot escape the CORVICUon
that any business enterprise requires a business mhan 10
handle it. True, many a farmer may only need the Oppotr-
tunity to develop a genius for banking, or perhaps for com-
manding a vessel; but for practical purposes we _f(’\)' “p““
men trained to business to handle the problems of the busi-

ness world

Dominion Government and Railways. ;

[he discussion that sprung up in the railway committee
on Tuesday last respecting the imcorporation of the Man-
toba Radial Railway betrayed the growth of a general co=
viction, among n)(’l-nheri l‘;f Parliament, that fh‘(‘ Dnm""o“
Government should take over all railway companics, and that
their incorporation should be made pnec;hle by some Rc“era‘
act permitting them to be incorporated, as are many othey
companies, by letters patent, instead of by special legislation.
This particular railway is projected from the oty ':‘i Winn
peg to the Grand Falls in the district of Keewatin.

It should not be difficult to frame some gcn?f.’l\ act ““-
der which railwdy companies might be incorporated. Th
practise obtains in many states of the American 1n_|m'\.
The constitution of this, for example, express’y provides
that no special act shall ever be passed conferring Cf‘fpnra*e

powers,
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