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‘The Farmers' Policy

AS LAID DOWN BY MR, CRERAR

k. CRERAR, spokesman for the Farmers’
\/I movement, like Mr. King, leader of the Lib-
l eral Party, is sttempting to turn to the ad-
vantage of his movement the general discontent pre.
vailing in Canada by directing it into a channel of
animosity against the party now in power at Ottawa.
Unhappily, in the present state of ignorance of those
institetional causes, and pot the errors of govern.
ment which lie at the root of present discontent,
there are little other prospects than that success
may attend the efforts of the.two leaders at the ap-
proaching election, Not that the present adminis.
tration. s worth preserving from a working class
standpoint.  All that Mr. Crerar or Mr. King say in
condemnation of its tyranny is true, and more, for,
neither they ner their party followers have exper
ienced the politieal terrorism such as has been set in
setion by that rdministration against the advanced
wetion of the working elass movement.

In fact, heither of the gentlemen are free from
tke charge of aiding and abetting that terrorism. As
1o the administration’s subserviency to the “'big”
interests, and the gemeral vileness charged against
it, suffice it to wy-a8 explanation that it is a bour-
gesis administration of the coarse and chameless
“American type.'’

As for the Liberals, the less they say on that score
the bet‘cr, in view of their own putrid record when
in power. The Liberal Party exists no longer on
any political reality. It is & political parasite, prey.
irg on antedeluvian sentiment in Quebec and Ontar.
i, and elsewhere exists merely as the “ins'" and
“suts’ of office. But for the political backw ard-
vems of the labor niovement in Canada it would long
170 have been relegated to a well deserved ohlivion.

To the astonishment and even consternation of
many people, the Farmers® movement in Canada has
quite recently developed remarkable strencth. This
repid development is eloquent testimony of the pres.
sure of economie conditions, when a notably indiv-
idualistic and conservative class is forced into organ-
ized activity in furtherance of economic and political
upirations repated to be radical in their nature—
a8 the radicalism goes that proposes to leave intact
the institutions of the present order. But lest some
“ho are expeeting much Le disappointed, it may be
¥ell to point out that agrarian movements are old
Phﬂmmonn in E“NN' being as a rule notably reac-
fi"“’"’." and ‘“‘safe.’”” In fact, during the critical per-
iod in Germany and Franee, following the cessation
of of the war, it was the agrarians who gaved the
day for the old order. Generally, because of his
habits of life, the agrarian’s political and social out
r:ok is narrow, Eonnrv.tiw. and svlf-vvntrv.d.
'\"\’Pnholom, there are features in the agrarian sit-
Ustion on the North Ameriean continent which make
It necessary that the movement herp be estimated on
ir own merits, thongh no startling departures from
the normal of capitalist orthodoxy are to be expect-
®d. not for some time at any rate; nor does Mr
l(‘m" voice auy indications of such departure in his
ong Speeches. il

Tt 'is true th‘t the l.nm‘.'e is of a hiﬁh i«h‘nhsho
Qlla‘hty in which Mr. Crerar, speaking for the Farm-
:" movement, voices its complaints against the ex-
"ng administratisn—the corruptions. tyrannics
""d its subserviencies to the big interests that move
ohsc‘urp]y in the background of the market and of

governmental policies. It is language fervently ad-
dressing itself to purity in political life in the behalf
of public interest : **but so are they all, all honorable
men’ —in the public forum.

If high sounding phrases and sentimental appeals
were alone sufiicient to solve community problems
under capitalism, even though uttered by good men
and true, social life would not now be running in
the perilous, and for the underlying populations,
distresful courses it is today.

in the Great Dritain of the latter half of the 19th
century we find a forerunner of the movement for
free trade, which Mr. Crerar is heading, in the free
trade movement of the manufacturing class of cap-
italists. That movement agitated for the abolition
of tax laws on imported corn, a tax which existed
for the special benefit of the privileged landed class,
at the expense, it was said, of all other sections of
the British community. Reading Mr. Crerar’s speech.
es, those who are acquainted with the arguments of
the great protagonists of the British movement will
see that Cobden, John Bright and other spokesmen
of that movement were his intellectual and political
forebears, though his voice is but a faint echo of the
thunder of their polemics, .

In Cobden or Bright we can more than match Mr.
Crerar s eloquence, his logie, or the high sentimental
appeals in behalf of public interests—yet what has
it all availed—the eloquence and the political and
cconomie vietory, the free trade poliey inaugurated
and corn tax on imported foodstuffs struck off the
«tatute books? Is the principle landlordism any the
less secure?! Tt is true the landed interest is no
Jonger politically dominant in the State, having,
however, only given place in that respect to other
sven more powerful propertied interests, but secur-
ity of private holdings in land, to which the commun-
ity must have access in order to live, has suffered no
alatement. What of the toiling masses, flft.er all
these vears of trial and error? Millions existing on
d“}!,s.'un,] such doles, that from one end of the coun-
we other thev riotously and, in the main,

try to tl : in :
what is not the least of the evils of eapitalisin, blind-

est against their miseries! £
arzued on behalf of protectionism,
ﬂm! conditions in Britain are tl!e
result of free-trade, but it is contend.e(.l that jhat
o prvwntatiw of such f'ondlnons. Such
conditions are found to prevail in every c.ountr.\'
alike where the capitalist system of prodnf'txo.n for
N be those countries protechomst or
4

ly prot
It is not here
as a fiseal poliey,

policy 1§ n

profit prevails,

free trade.
Both free tr

1c1es ndt‘['h‘t]

ade and protectionism are fiscal Pol-
as oceasion warrants, to aid 1.'1?'&1
.tied interests in the competitive
soole of capitalism, and the benefits neither one
oyl ther acrue to the working masses. The
o capitalist country in the world are the
a commuity of interests in the fnll. sense of
. In all of them, in spite of denm.l, .there
SRS on conflicting economic inter-

are e N"L] expression on the political field. Mr.
“'n\: that the Farmers’ movemen?. is a
on the grounds that because it is the
Canada that therefore those pol-
alenlated to benefit that indnstry
e benefit of the community as &

" nd to th ; 3
must wd}g“ t‘h‘l' as it may, the fact remains, he is at
: net economie group within the

o marched on to the field as a

groups of prope¢

way or the o
truth is, in N
pn‘npl.‘
the term.
hased
osts which fir
Crerar may de
class movement on
chief indnstry in
itieal measures ¢

whole. s |
the head of a dist

e who hav
community, W ho ha

unit. It is charget against the protectionist poliey
that it puts all barriers against the free flow of com-
modities into the local market, thus preventing the
low prices which arise from an abundance on the
market. Thus it is claimed that protectionism is in
the nature of a sabotage on the community for the
benefit of protected interests. That is true enough,
in theory, but what avails low prices to a working
class whose wages are based on the cost of living
and vary with the fluctuations of supply and de-
mand on the labor market?

Significant of the generally overstocked state of
the labor market, and hence, as would naturally fol-
low, a decline in the standards of living, is the re-
port of along and exhaustive enquiry into the Amer-
ican standard of living, published in the September
number of the ‘‘ American Economic Review.”’

(See the ‘“Pointer for Pre-election Audiences,’”’ in
last issue of ‘‘Clarion.’’)

The report shows that at the high point in the
early part of 1920, wages had hardly returned to
better than three-quarters of the 1896 level. Since
1896 much water has run under the bridge. Our
productive capacity, through new inventions and
improved methods has increased enormously, but it

" is evident the increased eapaeity is not benefiting

the working class-—as it would if our communities
were really based upon a community of interest.

What has the Farmers’ movement to say to the
wage-working class as to its falling standard of liv-
ing, through the economic and political ideals of Mr.
Crerar? The truth is, no more than can be expected
from any other capitalist party!

"Every last one of his proposed reforms shows that
the present system of production for profit is ex-
pected to last for ever. Cnly, surplus profits of the
farming industry, now going into the pockets of
large scale financial and manufacturing industria!
interests, must be recovered for the farmer. Those
parasite interests are looked upon. and corve~tly as
a charge upon the surplus values produced in the
farming industry. The economic ideals of the
Farmers’ movement, as voiced by Mr Crerar, are cap-
italist ideals of profit making: and between the pro-
fit maker and wage-labor there is no community of
interest other than the one that obtains in all ex-
ploiting systems—that the exploiter and the ex-
ploited are the two ends of mutually antagonistic
poles. As a figznre of prominence on the political
field, if Mr. Crerar is not onthe side of the working
class seeking emancipation from their exploitation,
which is ecarried on by means of wage labor. then he
is against them and on the side of the exploiter.

The farming class, according to all accounts, have
failed to prosper. Mr. Crerar says that ‘‘agriculture
was never in so diffienlt or precarious a position as
today.’’ Other accounts of that industry in the
United States, to go no further, show that the Can-
adian farmer is not alone in his failare,

At present, the Farmers’ movement seems largely
animated by the idea that the schemes and machin-
ations of what are called the ‘‘big business inter-
ests'’ are responsihle for the eondition of the farm-
ing industry. The trouble, however, lies deeper in
the structure of the present economic system. The
independent farmer, who did what he liked with his
own, is of the past. The modern farmer is canght
in the system of credit and the werld market, and
the system sets for him what he esn do with his farm
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