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Biography is represented in the ninth volume by Dean 
Stanley’s masterly “ LIFE of Dr. Arnold,” the great Head Master of 
Rugby. The tenth volume occupies an entirely different field with 
Edgar Allan Poe’s Tales of Adventure, Mystery, and Imagina­
tion, unsurpassed in their way. A new translation of Molikrk’s 
Celebrated Comedies forms the eleventh volume ; and in the twelfth, 
the equally celebrated dramatist, novelist, essayist and poet, Oliver 
Goldsmith, is graphically depicted in the “ Life and Times of Gold­
smith,” by John Forster, the biographer of Charles Dickens.

The thirteenth volume consists of one of the most perfect 
monographs on a most interesting nation, now becoming gradually 
Europeanised. E. W. Lane’s Manners and Customs of the 
Modern EGYPTIANS, before they began to be so transformed, is 
recognised as a masterpiece. It is lavishly illustrated.

Political Biography is represented by Mr. Torrens’s Life of 
Melbourne, wherein the character and influence of that notable 
statesman are amply elucidated.

Thackeray’s Vanity Fair — one of the masterpieces of 
English fiction —forms the fifteenth volume. The sixteenth and twentieth 
return to the fertile field of African travel, presenting the celebrated 
Travels of Dr. H. Barth in Northern and Central Africa. 
Many of the regions dealt with in the recent Anglo-French Agreement 
arc described in this narrative.

France, in the person of her greatest poet, furnishes the 
seventeenth volume. The selection from Hugo’s Poems and Tragedies 
has been arranged with great care, and the translators include many 
well-known authors.

The eighteenth volume is a reprint of those volumes of travel, 
description, and geological observation written by Charles Darwin while 
he was preparing for his still more famous “ Origin of Species.” The 
three volumes on “ Coral Reefs,” “ Volcanic Islands,” and “ Geologic" 
Observations on South America,” are here presented in one volun 
each book having a separate critical and historical introduction v 
Professor John W. Judd, F.R.S., late President of the Geological Soc. ty.

A charming volume of literary biography will be found in the 
nineteenth volume, a new edition of Lockhart’s Life of Robert 
Burns. With Mr. John H. Ingram’s valuable notes and appendices, 
and Carlyle's and Wilson’s remarkable essays on Burns, this volume is a 
most attractive repertory of Burns lore.

The best collection of light and occasional poetry in the English 
language forms the twenty-first volume. I.YRA Eleo ANTI ARUM, care­
fully re-edited and enlarged by Mr. Frederick Locker-Lampson, assisted 
by Mr. Coulson Kernahan, is a classic of universal acceptability.

The twenty-second volume adds the honoured name of Carlyle to the 
series, in the shape of his “ Sartor Resartus,” “ Heroes and Hero- 
Worship,” and “ Past and Present.”

The twenty-third is biography of the best kind, the self-revelation of 
a man of genius, Benjamin Franklin, in his autobiography and letters.

The twenty-fourth volume is a reprint of Beckford's remarkable 
Oriental romance, Vathek, with his scarcely less remarkable “ European 
Travels,” the earlier part reprinted from his suppressed quarto of 1784.

Arrangements have already been made fora succession of volumes in 
the coming months, which will fully sustain the interest and value of the 
Minerva Library.
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