LESSON XII—December 20th, 1896.
The Birth of Christ. MATT 2: I-12.

GoLDEN TEXT:
tidings of great joy,

1 Now when Je'sus was born in Beth'le-
hem of Ju-de’a in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the east to
Je-ru'sa-lem,

2 iging, Where is he that is born King of

 the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east,
and are come to worship him.
When Her'od the kin
things, he was troubled, an
with him.

4 And when he had gathered all the chief
and scribes of the people together, he
ded of them where Christ should be born.

And they said unto him, In Beth’le-hem
of iu'de'nz for thus it is written by the prophet:

had heard these
all Je-ru'sa-lem

And thou Beth/le-hem, #n the land of

u'da, art not the least among the princes of
u'da : for out of thee shall come a Governor,
that shall rule my people Is'ra-el.
7 Then Her'od, whea he had Frivily called
the wise men, inquired of them diligently what
time the star appeared.

« And the angel said unto them,
which shall be to all people.”

Fear not ; for, behold, I bring you good
Luke 2: 10.

8 And he sent them to Beth'le-hem; and
said, Go and search diligently for the young
child; and when ye have found kZm, bring me
wlord again, that I may come and worship him
also.

9 When they had heard the king, they
departed: and, lo, the star, which they saw in
the east, went before them, till it came
stood over where the younichild was,

10 When they saw the star, they re-

joiced with exceeding great joy.

1 And when then were come into
the house, they saw t eyoungchlldwith
Ma’ry his mother, and fell down, and
worshiped him: and when they
opened their treasures, they presented
unto him Eiﬁs; gold, and frankincense,
and myrrh.

12 And being warned of God in a dream
that the?' should not return to Her'od, they
departed into their own country another way.
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