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L—VICTORIA UNIVERSITY,
TORONTO.

BY THE EDITOR
N view of the fact that the Twentieth
Century Thanksgiving Fund is ex
peeted to bring

cinl assistance to our coll

wtly needed finan
s, this paper
s some idea of

proposes to give its read
the work being done by these institu
tions, with the view of developing an
intelligent interest in them

Naturally our attention is first directed
to Vietoria University, the oldest educa
tional institution of the
kind in the Provinee of
Ontario. It was founded
in 1836 in the town of Co
bourg, with Rev. Matthew
Richey as principal, and
was at  first
known as Up
per Canada
Academy. To
provide the ne
cessary funds
for the build
ing and to
maintain  the
work was a
g under-
taking for the
few  Method
ists of that
time. It was
a larger tusk
for them to
raise the 800,
000 required
at the outset,
than it will be
for the lurge
and wealthy
Methodist
Church of to-day to contri
bute a million dollars.  Re
cognizing the importance of
education to the future pros
perity of the Church, both
ministers and laymen took
hold of the enterprise en
thusiastically, and gave liberally of their
means to sustain 1t

Rev. Egerton Ryerson was sent to
England to solicit help from friends
the An extract from a letter written
to Dr. Ryerson during his absence by
the chairman of the board engaged in
cting the building, will show how
intensely in earnest these men were. He
said—* You must stay in England until
the money is got. Use every effort.
Harden your face to flint, and give elo-
quence to your tongue. This is your
ealling ; excel in it.  Be not discouraged
with a  ozen refusals in succession. The
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ney must be had, and it must be beg
My dear brother, work for your
yOU SUCCES

and 1 pray God to give

Do not bhorrow, if possible
It must be done

heg
beg it all

After five years of academic work, the
academy was endowed with university
powers, and Rev. Egerton Ryerson, D17,
was appointed as its first  prineipal
When, two or three years later, Dr
Ryerson was called to the important and

honorable position of Chief Superinten
dent of Education for Ontario, his place
in Victoria was taken by Rev. Dr. Alex
MeNab, who had charge for four years,

“oLp vic.,' COBOURG

He was followed by Rev. 8. 8, Nelles,
LD, LLID., who was then a young
man. The outlook was not a rosy one,
for the treasury was empty, and there
was not a dollar of endowment. The
new principal, however, took hold of his
work with great energy, and a movement
was inaugurated to secure an endow
ment,

If ever an appointment was appro
priate, it was the election of Dr. Nelles
to be the head of Vietoria College. He
had great natural ability and was marvel-
lously versatile. As a preacher he was
brilliant, and his sermons were marked
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ght. For

st ener

by unusual originality of tho

thirty-seven years he gave his
gies to building up Vietoria, and hi
name is held in veneration by the hund
reds of graduates who went out from her
halls

Upon the death of Dr. Nelles in 1887,
Rev. Dr
presidency, which he still occupies.  He

Burwash was called to the

is a man of wide knowledge and rare
literary culture, With the students he
is very popular, and is regarded with the
greatest respect by all who know hin

In 1886 it was decided by the General
Conference to enter the leration of
Col nd Victoria was

terwards  re
moved to Toronto. About
this time Rev. Dr, Potts
was called from the pas
torate, to assume the du
ties of Gen
eral Secretary
of Education.
At that date
the income of
the Edu
tional Society
had never
reached y
000. Ttismore
than 3,000
now. Largely
through  Dr.
Potts’ intlu
ence, the en
dowment was
greatly stren
gthened, and
interest in our
educational
work has been
sustained by
his  eloquent
advocacy of
the cause during the past
twelve '\l'lll".

A splendid building cost
ing a quarter of a million
dollars, was erected on a
prominent site in Queen’s
Park, and through the
munificence of Wm. Gooderham, Hon.
John  Maedonald, H. A. Massey, and
others, there is not a dollar of debt
on it. It is solidly built of stone, and
in the opinion of many, is the hand
sumest college building in  Canada.
The front door opens upon a spacious
hall, which is used for the annual ban-
quet and for the conversazione. To the
right is the president’s office, and open-
ing off the main hall are several class
rooms, as well as the college library. On
the second floor is located the beautiful
chapel where devotional exercises are
conducted every morning. Alumni Hall,

short




