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boy in the War. “When our great armies were
improvised,” he says, “the current fear was
that a sufficient number of trained officers
could not be provided to lead them. But the
fear was groundless. The typical public-school
boy proved a born leader of men. His good-
humour and camaraderie, his high sense of duty,
his personal gallantry were the qualities most
needed in the long months of trench warfare.
When the advance came he was equal to the oc-
casion. Most of the fighting was in small units,
and the daring and intrepidity of men who a
little while before had been schoolboys was a
notable asset in this struggle of sheer human
quality. The younger officers sacrificed them-
selves freely, and it was the names of platoon
commanders that filled most of the casualty
lists.”

Though speaking in general terms, Buchan
has evidently in mind the English “public”-
school boy, the boy of Eton and Rugby and
Harrow. Following afar off his great example,
I wish, while writing under a general title, to
pay a tribute to the Canadian Schoolboy in the
War. Some recognition of his work and spirit
is long overdue; and, failing a worthier voice
and pen, I am constrained to essay the high,
heroic theme. Arma puerumque cano—and oh,
how much more inspiring a figure is the Boy
than the Man to-day! the Boy who went forth,
even as did the lad David in the days of old,
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