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OnSFJRVATroXS ON Tfl?: CoAL AND OTHKU ImI-oKTANT QrKSTloNS.

Tht< regular niL'i'l ill:;; of t1i«! Ifistoricul

and Scicniilic Society. Tlim-sflay evoniiiK,

Dim-. 2Hth, was well alti'iidcd, and in-

terest I'veri ;!;i-cal('r lliaii usual wiis iiiaiii-

fcHted in tlie proceediiiKs.

TIIK l'AI>RIt OF THK KVK.M.Xlii

liigitfil features of the country lying be-

tween tile Jjanrentiaii rocks to our east,

and the lofty nionntains of the west. The
former, rejireseiitalives of the first rocks

to triuniiih over the universal wati-rs of

{uimeval days and the latter belonging to

Mr. J, II. Panton wasthea called upon to
i

* ^'.''''"'^ "*'''"' '^"' '""""'' "^ '^'^' geological

series. Belsreen these j,'reat natural boun-

daiies, we see stretching before us, the

three vast juairie utepjies of the North
\V(;st, rising in succession above each othei'

and distinguished by ehnracleiislic jihysi-

eal features.

read liis pa])er Cle.iiiiiiKs I'roiii the (leolojr.V

ol the RedKiver Valley, wiiieh follows:
"-

Mr. President and gentlemen: To-nl^'lit
for a short time, we purpose direeliiiK
your atteiUion to the fJook of Nature, and
from tlie i'r;vgiueiUary leaves of the geo-
logical refolds {.'lean somelliing about the
ro<.'k.s beiie.ah our city, and the loose ma-
terial which overlies them. J{ncks niay i Known as the Hed Kiver Valley, is .VJ

exist in two forms, the .solid, wliich is
|
miles wide at the iiit('ii,ational boundary

repi-eseni.l here some lifty feel below the ! hue, widening to the north, with an eleva-
surla.e, and the pulverized. which i.- r^nne .1 1 i 1

i„:,.,ri. 1 ,. M 1 •
""""'lion of M)() feel .above sea level aiulmingled uiih decomposing veyelabic mat-

ter, forms the .soil of our lield.s. The soli<i
form is fixed, jiud \ms not been removed
from its ju'eseut position since deposited,
while the pulverized has in most ease.s
been derived from rocks at a distance.
The.se have been ground down and
tr.uisported t)y agencies to which refer-
ence will be made afterwards. To say
Homcthintj; iv;2,\'mling the nature of tliese
rocks, as they form the founttation of tlds

I

city, is our object in appearing before vou ' leajied upon fields which have been sown
to-night. fyr fifty successive years with wheat, and
The geology of our great North We.st, as yet .show no iiidicalion of less jtruduc-

like onr vast plainn and immense rivers, is tive }iower.
on a magnificent scale. To the eye of the '

yi.iee our <,'eolngic,-il jrleanings are to

geologist a grand vision appears, as he
j

refer more particularly to this deposit, as

conteniidates the marvellous panorama
I it occius beneath and around Winnijieg,

I'lHST I'RAIIUE STKl'l'E,

eiu-

biacing an iiii'a <d' (),f)(H' s(|iiare miles or

over 4,(i(MVl(H) acies. The last of our

countr)' to emeige from water, it has re-

ceived ii richcom]iciisalioii in the drainage

of the North West for countless years, a

rich alluvial deposit to which the eyes of

the World are lurned with astonishment

at its almost inexhaustible fertililj'. In

this rich vallev aluindaut harvests are

that rolls before him
, portraying the geo- ! we shall not dwell at present ujionau area


