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ImplementB, auch as mowing and reaping ma-

chines, &c., shall come in free. That may be

right or wrong, but apart frnm the fact that the

manufacture of those ariicles is a very conside-

rable branch of industry here, it is to be noted

here that iu New Brunswick the duty on agricul-

tural implements is 171 per cent. Then the duty

there on boots and shoes, brooms, cbitirs, &c.,

and articles of that l(ind, is 18 per cent. Uuij it

is proposed to reducu to 15 perci nt. When ano-

ther change comes to be maue, will we have lo

go up to their standard, or will they hnve to

comedown to ours? We know that in Now
Brunswick they have lately been compelled to

add a special duty ot 3 per cent on a large class

of their imports, to meet their railway debt, iind

the result is that on a great number of articles

the tariff of New Brunswick, instead of being

lower than what is proposed here, is 18 per cent.

It would be us .less to continue the enumeration

of other articles where the tariffs of the Ijower

Provinces differ fro' \ ours. Enough has already

been said to shew how little value is to bo placed

on the argument of assimilation ot which we

have beard so much, Let me now shew, by way

of illustration, how inconsistent in its details

this tariff is with any principle of political eco-

nomy, and how abruptly it strikes down existing

concerns. I select from the many letters that

have reached my hands one from the proprietors

ot certain Iron Rolling Mills: and I cannot do

better than quote the exact words of their re-

monstraace to the Minister of Finance :

" As proprietors of three of the largest rolling

mills in Canada, we take the liberty of address-

ing you a few words on the proposed reduction

of the tariff on manufactured iron,

" Under the existing tariff there is only a duty

of 10 per cent, which leaves so small a margin

that it is with great difficulty we are able

to compete with the imported article. Wo bave

invested in machinery, &c„ from $200,000 to

$300,000—a large portion of which we have im-

ported and paid a duty of 30 per cent therefor.

" We employ from 90i) to 1000 men, and pay

out weekly $5,000 to $6,ij00 for wages. They

are not like common labourers ; are fitted only

for that particular labour, which must cease en-

tirely in Canada. It has taken us years to get

these men together, aa the peculiar nature of the

work requires skill and experience.

" We require to beep a stock of raw material

consisting of pig iron, puddled iron, iron ore,

scrap, coal, &c , of from$2uO,000 to $300,000, and

turu out annually 15,000 to 16,000 tons of manu-

factured iron, consisting of sheets, bars, nail and
spike rods, valued at ^59 to $60 per ton.

" If tba proposed reduction is carried iuto ef-

fect we will have to shut down our works, as it

would be impossible to compete with the manu-
factured iron coming in free. The result will be

about 1000 men, with their fumilies, will leavo

imna diately for the United States, where their

labour ia in great request."

Thus you see. Sir, that in this case the remis-

sion uf 1'^ per cent duly has the very opposite

effi'ct fiom that which it was intended. It lets

the article manu'actured h«re in free, instead of

the raw material of the manufacturers. [Hear,

hour.]

I sball now allude to another interest, in connec-

tion with the propoaed increase on excise,

which, if carried intothect, will, it is said, place

the Canadian distiller at a great diitadvantage.

(Hear, hear ) I speak from information given

me by men largely engaged in the trade. And it

is a fact I am aware of, from my own personal

knowledge, that there is now but one distillery

in Lower Canada, the Molaons having oecn com-
pelled to shut up in consequence of their inability

to compete against the illicit manufacture fos-

tered by high excise duties, and the imperfect

collection of these duties. What I have to say

on this joint I offer in the most friemlly spirit.

People ifiW drink whisky, and it is just as well

that It should be manufactured in the country

out of our own coarse grains, which do not find

the same ready market in the United States

since the Reciprocity Treaty was abolished. We
know that when excise duties are high, there is

great temptation to fraud among distillers We
have had practical evidence of that. I well un-

derstand the position of the Minister of Finance,

that he does not like to come down to ask, year

after year, an increase in the estimates for the

cost of collecting excise ; because there is al-

ways, not unnaturally, a clamour against him
when he makes such a proposition ; and he has

been put to a variety of shifts in devising some
system dependent on the returns of the distillers

thoms'slves. But all these complicated returns

—all the forms to be filled up—all the affidavits

he requires from distillers—depend upon it, are

of no use whatever. JIany representations have
been made to myself that the ho-iest distiller

would be compelled to go out of business, unless

a more efficient check were placed on the disho-

nest one. There were two large distilleries in

Montreal, but, as I bave said, the Molsons have
been compelled to shut up; another firm, who
were paying as mnch as $50,000 a month of ex-

cise to the revenue, is also now preparing to

close—and for this reason, that they saw spirits

brought to market and sold under their own
eyae at prices less than they could possibly

be produced from the raw material. (Hear,

hear.) The people who distilled these spirits, I

presume, made their affidavits and returns regu-

larly : but, of course, extraordinary frauds must
have been committed. One weil-knowii chfir.'^"-

ter was known to boast that be was making a
clear profit of $5000 a week by cheating the rev-


