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formation lx>yoncl the miTo mention of official or professional positions—sueli as

might presumably be found on a title-page ,)r in a publisher's advertisement is

given in tiie ease of nine thonsi>n(l eiglit hundred and s(!venty-nine. In geueml the

details are very few, and are statwl in the l)aldest form. Longer notiees, besides

occujjying too mueh space, would often merely have presente<l the same faets in an
ex])anded form, with tiie addition of critical estimates wiiich, in cases wliere tJiev

would be likely to be sougiit for, are iiere apiK'uded in tiie form of extracts. Tiie

sources from which tliis informs tioii has been gatiiered are too numerous, and generally
too well know n as affording tiie most neces.sary material for tlie purpose, to be enu-
merated in full. Tlio most autlioritative and tlie most copious in details, tlioufli

embracing coiiij)aratively few of the names included in the present work, is tiie " Dic-
tionary of National Biograpliy," now in course of publication, of wliich tlie first

twenty-five volumes have Ixhmi used, tlic last two or tlirce liaviiig been received onlv in

time to furnisli some corrections in the press. Among works including brief biograpliies

of many notable English writers, living or recent, "Men of the Time," in several
editions, Saunders's " Celelirities of the Centui-ies," and " Women of tlie Day," liv

Francos Hays, have been constantly in liand. For cis-Atlantie authors "Appletons'
Cyclopiedia of American Biograpliy" is the chief authority, as well for tlie iiumlier
coiiijiriscd in it as for its amplitude of details. Among works of a more o-eneral

scope Thomas's " Dictionary of Biography" demands especial mention, Avhilo nianv
minor pulilications of a similar cliaracter have each siijijilied some required dates or
other particulars. Several works, chieHy English, devoted to local, professional, or
other special subjects, have proved extremely valuable, the most important being
Foster's " Men at the Bar" and " Alumni ( )xonienses," the " Bililiotheca Cornubien-
sis" of Boase and Courtney, tlie " Encyclopedia of Living Divines" of Seliair and
Jackson, and Croekford's "Clerical Directory," with Peerages, Medical Directories,
Army Lists, and similar publications, and obituaries in the "Annual Register" and
in literary journals. A good many facts have been incidentally collected in the course
of miscellaneous reading, while in a smaller nnmlwr of cases published biograjihies
or autobiographies of particular writers have been examined. Finally, several hun-
dred English and a few American authors have, in response to applications, furnished
the materials required,—generally in no greater detail than was desirable, but occa-
sionally with a fulness which would have imparted a liveliness to the narration not
in keeping with its jmrjiose and suiToiiiidings.

Tlie number of the books of which the titles are inserted in these volumes is

ninety-til i(H' thousand seven hundred and eighty. No entire class of works has been
exeludetl

;
but single sermons, lectures and addiesses, i)amphlets in general, and school-

books, have b{>en admitted only when they seemed for one reason or another to have
a stronger claim to insertion than the general mass of such productions, or when, as
must sometimes have happened, their form and character were unknown. In the great
majority of eases tlie title is either given in full or abridgcnl onlv bv the omission of
some unessential words. But in regard to a considerable number the compiler cannot
feel sure that the phraseology had not been somewhat altered as well as curtailed in the
only lists accessible, though never, it is hoped, to such an extent as to make it difficult
to identity the book. More complete success, it is lK>liev(Hl, has lieen attained, though
not without occasional exceptions, in ascertaining the dates of first editions, and also,
when of sufficient importance, those of last and revised wlitions, as well as in noting
any markc<l variations of title, which sometimes indici

or nature of a work, but more often apparently have a different
all events, to produce mistakes and confusion. The chief and

real alteration in the sc( ijie

purpose, and tend, at

in all resjKXJts most


