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the cost of the more expensive journals, In this matter,
too, a central library like that of the British Medical
Association may be most helpful.

In large cities the profession should have its own home
in connexion with the leading medical society, and of
such an organization the library forms an important part.
Belfast has set a good example, and through the munifi-
cence of Sir William Whitla you have a splendid building
for the Medical Institute. About such rooms or buildings
should centre the life of the profession, present and past.
Portraits of the old worthies, memorials of friends, and to
our heroes (such as the beautiful stained-glass window in
the Institute here to Dr. William Smyth), show-cases full
of the interesting relics of the profession, with manu-
seripts and books illustrative of local history—all these
memorials make the past live again, At York you ma;
see in the medical library the actual forceps with which
Dr. Slop broke the bridge of Tristram Shandy’s nose, and
in every county there are relics of the profession well
worth preserving.

1t should be the ambition of the men in each county to
have well-equipped rooms, such as those I have visited
with much pleasure at York and Norwich., If, as at
Reading, Exeter, Preston, and Dublin (Steevens' Hospital),
rooms have been furnished in the hospital, see that the
equipment is attractive; many libraries have deservedly
fallen into disuse becaunse men will not seck books or
journals in dull, dark, cold, dusty, uninviting rooms.

Like everything else that is worth having, a library
costs money. Do not try to do too much, strive to have a
large membership, which enables the fees to be low ; and
when the library is in connexion with a hospital, the
current English journals should be furnished by the
governors to the staff. In towns with a tax for the
upkeep of a public library, a grant should be made for the
medical library. But the financial and other questions of
organization and support will be discussed, I hope, at an
carly meeting,

Were there time I should like to say a few words on the
subject of Zow to read, but the essence of the whole matter
1 found the other day in the Bibliotheca Lancisiana, Rome
(founded in 1711, and containing the books of the famous
Lancisi). In the opening address, 1714, De recto usu
Bibliothecae, the Abbé Carsughi discusses the subject in
three sections, and gives some good rules, The first
section, Librorum scilicet delectum, need not detain us,
but in the second, Legendi methodum, he urges two
important points—to read in a certain order and with a
detinite objecl, and lente festinans, “unhasting but
unresting,” In the third section, Adnotandi modum, he
urges the necessity of areful note-taking, quoting the
praise of Clement of Alexandria, “ Oblivionis medica-

r hice tutis et adj +
memoriae,” He dwells upon the importance of study in
the morning, which was all very well in those days, but is
not one hour after six in the evening worth now two before




