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<Jl AIJTY or SEEDS SOLD IV TlIK TR\DE.

For tlie piirposo of obtaining somo drS,iite information roffardini? the quality of
the agricultural seeda retailed by seed voudors to the farmora of Manitoba. Saskatche-
wan and Alberta, a number of Bamplos were last year secured by direct purchase from
n'tail mercbantd. Information was obtained with most of the >anipk>8 showing their
orijiiii. the i; mx- and address of the seller and the price charged to farmer. Tho fol-
lowi.iHr tiiMe ^-ivcs u summary of t..p n^ultg of the analyses of a few representative
.samples tlint were examined in the Svt-i] i .iboratory ft Ottawa:
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Thr per cent of pure living seed as shown in the table jc <ietprmine<l from tho i)rn-
portion by weight of pur;- sihhIs of the kind represented and tho total ii.t cont of .-^.v.l.s

that germinated according to tho standard regulations for seed testing. Tiio in : cent
of stMMls that gorminatod in four days is given, however, as it is cousidored to l)e a" in. ^o
accural.- indication of the n.so value of the seed when sown uiulcr ordinary coii,iiti,,ns
The retail price to farmers, as .shown in the table, was tho price chargclfor lli,. sp...|
when s.dd in bulk lots; and the actual cost to farmers for pure living .so,.,l was .-il.
culated after deducting the lo>s on account of dead seed, woc<l so,.,i.s and oth. r l.rXju
matter. This loss in a number of samples amounted to considerable, the actual c.ist of
pure living s.hhI being alm.ist twice that of the retail price in a few of them but the
most serl..Ms and far reaching l.ss to farmers is in s,.wing schI containing largo
luiip' Ts ot noxious weed seeds.

..'ild oats an.l wild l)nckwlicat or black bindweed were the most common impurities
f.jund 111 till, wluat, oats and barlc.v. Tu th.. smalk.r soo<ls tho variety of weed s.^Is
w-a.s much greater, and inclii<le,l white cockle. Canada thistl.>, dock and many speoi,.s
of weeds that arc comparatively new to the west.

Reliable seed merchants do not retail .seeds ,,f auy hit„l that ;.iv inferior in
quality to the average of the seeds sold among the farmers themselves. The chief evil
of the =ec-,l trade arises in the importation and di.-,tribuli.in in a locality, of commercial
seed containing seeds of extremely noxious weeds. The trade in grass and clover seed's


