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chanced to get norc votes than either one of two or more
other parties.

41. Uar^pretaatativ* Ceimniniona; This led to some
anrepreseotatiTe commissions which were n«< very success-
ful, in spite of the cities having adopted the commisaion form
of government; and it caused a loss of interest on the part of
the electorate when they found that their machinery would
not operate pr(q>erly to carry out their will as expressed in
the voting. Such elections have retarded the progress of
the commission form of government movement very greatly.

42. Accidental ReprMentatioa: In many respects, the
old ward system was superior to this new system which
abolished the wards and instituted election at large, from a
muhi-member district, without providing for proportional
representation; for the old ward system <Kd, in a way. give a
kind of accidental representatixm, unsatisfactory atid unreH-
aWe though it was. Working class wards usually returned
candidates at least acceptable to a majority of the worldng
class, and the more prosperous wardk did likewise; while,
under the system of electing at large by majority or plurality,
frequently no commissioners acceptable to the wsrlong class
were returned at all, and this has proved' the serious weakness
of this type of commission government for cities.

43. Repreaentiag Slcming Oronps: But why vote as
we sleep? Under the ward system, the alderman is supposed
to represent all the citizens who sleep in his ward, but who
may differ widely as the poles in their views on municipal
policies. These citizens are usually agreed on nothing save
the interests of therr section of the city, and that is why the
alderman so ofter considers and votes upon municipal prob-
lems in th. light of the interests of his ward only. Under
this system, the public-spirited may find their votes complete-
ly nullified by the votes of those who have acc«>pted favors
from the ward "boss"; the citizen possesses the right to
vote, but not the right, which the franchise was intended to
confer, to choose a representative.

44: Adjoining Streets or Thoughts: Where there have
been seven wards each selecting one aldehnan. and the sys-
tem is changed to proportional representation, with one
district or ward selecting seven aldermen, one-seventh of
the citizens would equally be entitled to one-seventh of the
representation; but the character of the constituency ih
changed; it is no lohger a seventh who live in adjoining
streets and think differently; it is a seventh who may live in
different parts of the city but are agreed in their views on
municipal questions. The greatest good to the greatest num-
ber is more apt to be the aim of a representative body select-
ed according to the thoug4it of the community than of one
chosen by its inhabitants according to the streets upon which
they live,

45. Damonscy not Sacrificed: Proportional represen-
tation makes it possible to adopt the commission manager


