
The Good Sh roll ()([. 111

He doos is far more than any of iho host of^^t^
shepherds could have .lone .or their flocks FJe was
not content to watch over His sheep from a <listanco,
but He came down from heaven to he thei,. .„ardianand keeper, to shield them fron. harm, and to see thatno enemy came near to terrify or molest ihem

lie expended all His solicitude upon them ieupon us, for it is we who are the sheej, of His pasture'He came and spent His whole life with us; a.ul not
only spent His life with us, hut spent it for us, sup-
Plyuifr all our wants and offering, us the certain
security of His constant proter'tion.

Ever iorfjetful of Himseli; and studvinjr the wel-
fare of His sheep, His life upon earth was one eon-
tniual service of pastoral care and fatherly solicitu<le
He allowed Himself no respite when the misery ofmen was to he alleviated

; never did He snffVr hodily
fat.Rue to interlere with His work of n.ercv: never
did He weifvht the refusals He n.et with, and never
did He measure His henevolenee hy the inoratitudo
01 ttiose He came to rescue.

When ma.ddnd was sleepin- in the ohlivion of
then- own mise.-y, the Good Shepherd was occupied
ni prayerful converse with His heavenlv Father
touchnif? the ardent desire of His heart that of all
those whom th. Father had ffiven Him not a sinj,de
soul should perish, hut that He n.i^^ht raise it up with
Himself at the last.

To saintly souls like the Apostles, whom His f^race
had drawn close to Himself, He vouchsafed a fore-
taste of heavenly joy in the happiness of intimate
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