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Even today we do not yet know Russia's reply
to our demand that she demobihze. No tele-

graphic news has reached us, although the tele-

graph went on for a while communicating many
less important matters. So it came that when
the time limit was long past the Emperor was
obliged to mobilize our military forces at five
o'clock in the afternoon of August ist. At the
same time we had to ask for assurances as to the
attitude of France. She replied to our definite
inquiry whether she would be neutral in a
Russian-German war by saying that she would
do what her interests demanded. This was an
evasion of our question if not a negative reply.

The Emperor nevertheless ordered that the
French frontier be respected in its entirety. This
order has been rigorously obeyed with one single
exception. France, who mobilized at the same
hour that we did, declared that she would respect
a zone of ten kilometers on our frontier. And
what did really happen ? Bomb throwing, flyers,

cavalry scouts, and companies invading Alsace-
Lorraine, Thus France attacked us before war
had been declared.

As regards the one exception I mentioned, I

have received this report from the General
Staff: "As regards the French complaints con-
cerning our transgressing her frontier, only one


