
Brant County an llluitration.

That much of the taxation now paid
iB absurdly low is easily shown by
the illustration aflorded by Brant
county in the taxation paid by
the Grand Trunk Company to our
muniilpullties, the figures being as fol-
lows :

Assess- Taxes
ment paid

910.000 IBrantford township
Burford township
South Dumfries tp.

Onondaga tp,

Brantford city
Paria town

J137,740 2,276.82
The total mileage of the O. T. R..

In the county la approximately as fol-
lows :

Miles
7

10

18

Brantford to Ilarrisburg
Paris to Harrisburs:
Brantford to New Durham
Paris to Brantford
Brantford to Middleport
Brantford city, say

10

4

5f!

The average taxation per mile within
the county is consequently only $39.50,

whereas the G. T. R. average through-
out the province la $50, and
the averape in the townships Is but
J4 per mile, whereas the general aver-
age is $6. Some other counties pro-
bably make no better showing, a fact

which would seem to hint that the
assessors are not alive to their oppor-
tunities.

Illustrations of the Preient System.

As Illustrating the present system
of taxation, it may be stated that the
Grand Trunk Railway has about 2,650

miles of railway in Ontario, of which,
roughly. 150 miles are in cities, towns
and villages, and 2.500 in townships.
The muni -ipal taxes all told are $120,-

359, and the provincial tax, at $5 per
mile, $13.2G5—total taxes, $133,624. In

Toronto. Hamilton. London. Stratford

and Windsor the t;ixe.^ paid are $68,-

086. while in the other cities, towns
and townships th(> taxes are $37,273.

The taxes paid are at $6.00 per

mile mile, $15,00.0 — total muni-
cipal taxes $120,359. That Is, the

cities, towns and villages receive to-

gether $105,359 for 150 miles or less,
or at the rate of $702 per mile; and the
townships, for the 2,500 miles, $15 000
that is $6 per mile.

Do the Railways Pay as Much as the
Farmer ?

It la contended, very properly, that
the railways In the municipalities
shuulu pay as much taxation as the
farmers pay. By some it Is contended
that they do not, by the companies
that they do, and this despite the fact
thiit from some of the largest munici-
pal expenditures, such as those for
education and the improvement of
highways, they receive little or na
benefit. From their point of view the
argument is as follows :

"Taking jhe taxes paid by railways
In the townships at $6 per mUe. then
since there are eight acres to the mile,
this means a tax of 75c per acre, which,
at the rate of 10 mills on the dollar,

not far from the average (according
to the report of the Bureau of Indus-
tries. 1902, part 3, Municipal Statistics,

page 121), implies an assessment of
$75 per acre, surely a much higlfer

average assessment than that of the
surrounding farm lands: this is clear
from the fact that tlm 23,636.178 as-
sessed acres of town.^hip lands, less

52,000 acres of lands occupied by the
railways, are assessed at $430,006,064,

or an average of less than $19 per acre,

which at a similar rate of 10 mills on
the dollar means a tax of 1 9c per
farm acre, against 75c per acre of

railway lands.

What Has Been, and What is to Be.

Mr. Preston next took up the ques-
tion of what has been done In the past

relative to the taxation of railroads,

and what is now in contemplation.
Whatever Kround for complaint there

might be that Ontario was not taking
sutflcient moneys from these corpora-

tions, this was the first of the pro-

vinces to levy any provincial tax. This

had been done In 1899, when It became
apparent that if the government was
to continue the system of aiding the

municipalities by grants Jor educa-

tion, agriculture, maintenance of pub-

lic institutions, improvement of high-

ways, etc.. new sources of income

would have to be opened up. Henco


