Government will heed, and heed quickly, the appeal that was made to it, not
only in the communiqué but in personal conversatxons e '

Memberslup not Formahty ‘

The Government there has been planning to hold a’ referendum on the
question of changing the present status of South Africa from a monarchy to that
of a republic. In that regard it was pointed out that the choice between a
monarchy and a republic is entirely the responsibility of the natlon concerned.
Then there are these s1gmﬁcant words. I am not going to mterpret them, because
they require no interpretation; their significance lies in the fact that they were
“accepted unanimously by all who were there:

In the event of South Africa deciding to become a republlc and if the desire was sub--
sequently expressed to remain a member of the Commonwealth, the meeting suggested that
the South African Government should then ask for the consent of the other Commonwealth
governments either at a meeting of Commonwealth Prime Ministers or, if this were not
practicable, by correspondence.

This established clearly that membership in the Commonwealth is not

formality. These words speak for themselves. They make clear that the Prime
Ministers were not prepared to give an advance assurance that South Africa
might remain a member of the Commonwealth in the event that a decision was
made to adopt the status of a republic. Therefore the important point i$ that if

a change of status does take place as a result of the referendum, the consent of the [
other Commonwealth governments will be requued as a pre-condition of continued
membership. Again I emphasize the fact that this was accepted by all.

The attention given to the South African problem, however, should not be
allowed to obscure the deliberation which took place on many other subjects.
The nature of those deliberations is fairly reflected in the communiqué, but I
am going to make a few general references thereto. The multiracial nature of
the Commonwealth was underlined by the admission of Ghana three years ag0
at the last meeting, by the participation of the Prime Minister of Malaya this
year and by the fact that the Federation of Nigeria, with a population of 35
million, will join the family on the 1st of October and that Sierra Leone and
other countries with various colours and races will, it is expected soon be
applying for membership. '

What has taken place here is a recognition that there is no automatxc member
ship in the Commonwealth, and I believe it is also suggestive of the possibility
that the time is not far distant when acceptance by custom rather than by
declaration of certain basic principles, including equality of all races, colous
and creeds, will be assured. This view is underlined in various edltonals to which
I could refer. I draw the attention of the House to the fact that Canada’s views Wer®
known, but the fact that we had not had a resolution placed Canada’s rep®
. sentative in a position to speak to Mr. Louw in a -way that did not arouse his
antagonism. What happened here is well set out in the London Financial Times

-~ 1f the South African Government carries through its plan for making the countrY into
_—a repubhc cee
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