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NY subﬁhys get worse: quﬁeﬁe tormented by demons.

by Mark Evans

Thanks toThe Blair Witch
Project and The Sixth Sense |
horror has become a fashionable
genre in Hollywood again.

Following closely on the
heels of both movies comes
Stigmata . While not in the same
league as the two aforementioned
films, it still manages to cough up
a few good scares and some
controversy to boot.

Gabriel Byrne plays Father
Andrew Kiernan, a Catholic priest
and Organic Chemist, who is senl
around the globe to debunk
miracles (the Virgin Mary appear-
ing on the side of a wall, for
example) for the Church.

He is sent to Pittsburg 10
investigale a young woman,

Frankie Page (Patricia Arquette),

who has started showing stigmata,

the wounds given to Christ on the
cross, Things start to develop
from there, and the film keeps
ratcheting up both the level of
horror and the suspense.

With the exception of
Johnathan Pryce, whose role is
written and subsequently played
with no depth whatsoever, the
acting in Stigmata is top notch.
Byrne’s Father Andrew is particu-
larly well-done, showing a man
who wears the collar yet clearly
puts more faith in science than
God.

The direction is fantastic on
the whole, although there seems a
deliberate inclusion of more
religious symbolism than neces-
sary. The visuals are reminiscent
of Se7en, with dark colors and

shadows throughout, illustrating
the decadence of modern society.

Stigmata does have prob-
lems that keep it from being a
highly commendable film,
however. The biggest is probably
the ending, which is abrupt and
abandons several characters
without closure.

Ambiguous endings are
ample in films like Before Sunrise
and Pleasantville , but in Stigmata
we are left without any hint of
how things worked out. It is a
cheat to the audience when they
have to imagine scenes which
were cut or never written. Finally,
the ending can easily be predicted
by anyone who is paying atten-
tion.

A couple warnings, how-
ever. This film is extremely
bloody. The scenes in which

stigmata manifest are gory by
necessity, and it does not get any
better from there on. The film can
be extremely intense at times as
well, which is exactly its aim.
Stigmata may cause some
uncasiness amoung the religiously
devout, especially hard-core
Catholics. In addition to the main
story line of the film, which will
not be given away here, some may
see Stigmata as an attack on faith
in general. This is especially so,
given that Frankie is an atheist
displaying a trait often reserved
for the religiously devout.
However,Stigmata is not anti-
Catholic, and people should view
it with an open mind.

Stigmata merits a good three
stars out of four, iU’s slightly
flawed but has a lot to recommend
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Close cut: Patricia Arquette ploys o
hairdresser with serious spiritual issues.
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BAR & GRILL

NOW FEATURING

DANCE
"FLOORS

J.J. ROSSY'S 422-4411,
GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX

WILD, WILD
WEDNESDAY

Still The #1
Dance Party
in METRO

5§ CENT
CHICKEN
WINGS

7-10pm

= e S LUDENT

POOR
STUDENT
NITE
Show your
Student 1.D.
For FREE
ADMISSION
Before 10pm

3

LADIES
NITE
LADIES
RECEIVE
FREE

NITECLUB

ADMISSION
Before 10pm

SATURDAY
NITE
FEVER
CHECK OUT
THZ LARGEST
LIST OF
"SHOOTERS"
IN METRO

THE NEWEST, HOTTEST DANCE TRAX ON THE FIRST FLOOR

RETRO & ROCKN’ROLL MUSIC EVERY NITE ON THE 2ND FLOOR

GRANVILLE ST. HALIFAX 423-5033

P1ZZA - PASTA
WINGS - STEAK
SEAFOOD

ONLY
$1.69

STEAMED
MUSSELS

SUPER SUPPER SPECIALS 4-10 PM <505,

BURGER 8" WING NITE| NACHOS | BRUNCH 113
PLATTER | PERSONAL | ONLY 15C |  ONLY &
OR EACH 1.

asionn | R $1.69 | MATINEE
oMY e ey | crniep ngﬂ |
ONLY $1.69 WINGS THE SWE
$1.69 FroM HELL] STRIPLODN | SR Lt

$3.99 NO COVER

Beverage Purchase

Famous Steak Specials
Nightly 4PM - Close

FEATURING

12 oz T-Bone Steak
w/ fries $4.99 plus tax




