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Student groups respond
to federal cutbacks

BY KRISTIN MCNEILL

Provincial governments across
Canada are scrambling to re-
spond to cuts in federal-provin-
cial transfer payments. This has
led to broad cuts in social spend-
ing, including higher education.

These cuts are not going un-
opposed by student associations.

Both the Canadian Federation
of Students (CFS) and the Cana-
dian Alliance of Students’ Asso-
ciation (CASA) are developing
independent plans to deal with
the aspect of the budget proposal
that will affect funding for edu-
cation. The leaders of both or-
ganizations agree that the
cutbacks will have severe impli-
cations for students across
Canada. It is likely that tuition
fees would go up and that the
student loan system would be-
come increasingly burdensome.

The Canada Health and So-
cial Transfer (CHST) is the “...lat-
est bit of nastiness thought out
by the federal government," said
Tasha Bollerup, the Nova Scotia
Representative to CFS’s National
Executive.

According to Dalhousie's Vice
President (VP) External, Erin
Ahern, the government will cut
funding to the provinces by about
$2.5 billion nationwide this year,
with another two billion cut next
year. This will have severe impli-
cations for post-secondary edu-
cation institutions, as well as for
other groups that have tradition-
ally benefitted from government
financial assistance, such as the
health and welfare sectors.

Besides giving less money to
each province, another aspect of
the government’s budget reform is
to transfer the responsibility of the
allocation of funds. The federal
government is conceding much of
that responsibility to the individual
provincial governments.

National Director of CASA
Alex Usher said this transfer of
funds creates a situation where
it “is effectively up to each of the
provinces to make those deci-
sions” about the usage of the
block payments and that “the
question is what are the prov-
inces going to do with it.”

According to Bollerup,”The
thing that is so significant about
this is that the federal govern-
ment is absolving itsell of re-
sponsibility for social programs
by giving it entirely to the prov-
inces to deal with."”

It is perceived that the
downloading will continue from
the national level to the munici-
pal level. The lack of national
standards gives the provincial gov-
ernments more control over edu-
cation and other social programs.

The CFS sees a lack of federal
involvement as detrimental to
Canadians who benefit from
Canada’s social services. Bollerup

said that a lack of national stand-
ards will lead to competition
among the various interest
groups. Funding cuts will be es-
pecially drastic for universities
and health care institutes.

Usher said the idea of national
standards has never existed and
will never be possible, but he
would like to see a level of na-
tional cooperation between the
provinces to accommodate each
of its student populations. His
comments on the up and com-
ing referendum campaigns on
university campuses across
Canada this fall reflects an opti-
mistic view of what “student
power” can achieve.,

“I think, and CASA thinks,
that student power is about the
power of ideas,” said Usher.
“We're not bound to the status
quo. We can take fresh looks at
things and we can be innovative."

The Dalhousie student popu-
lation will have a chance to re-
act to the proposed budget cuts
through CASA's policies, which
were established in May. Over the
past couple of months, CASA has
developed alternatives to the con-
tinued cutbacks in education
funding.

“What is Real Choices?” is
CASA's referendum campaign.
It's designed to present two

choices to students in terms of
what they think is an appropri-
ate way to deal with budget cuts
to education.

The Dalhousie Student Union
(DSU), which supports CASA's
policies, will include a plebiscite
question in this month's
referendum..Students will be
asked to choose between two
approaches to education funding
— the Federal Government’s or
CASA's alternative policies.

Ahern commented on CASA's
active involvement in handling
the possible effects of the CHST.

“We are right on the ground
floor,” she said. “We are helping
make the policies.”

The Halifax members of CFS,
along with other organized lobby
groups such as the International
Socialists and the Canadian
United Postal Workers, will be
staging a demonstration outside
the office of Liberal MP Mary
Clancy on Oct. 11 at 5 p.m. Their
goal, said Bollerup, is “to educate
with charm and style.”

For more information on
CASA's alternative funding, con-
sult Policies of CASA available in
the Student Union office. Details
on CFS activities can be obtained
through the Nova Scotia Repre-
sentative to the National Execu-
tive at 494-8132.
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Quebec students

ready to go
it alone

The Québec National Assembly: capital of a new country?

BY JIM BRIDGES

TORONTO (CUP) — With a little
over a month before the vote,
Québec students are gearing up
for the province's referendum on
sovereignty.

Frangois Rebello, president of

the Federation Etudiante
Universitaire du Québec, which
represents more than 100,000
Québec university students says
that if the vote were up to
Québec students, there would be
a clear sovereigntist victory.

He said recent cuts to post-
secondary education by the fed-
eral government have made it
more difficult for his federation
and Québec students to take a
federalist stance.

Empty seats greet election forum

BY MILTON HOWE

Student awareness reached a
new low Tuesday night when not
a single student came to the
Dalhousie Student Union (DSU)
election forum at Shirreff Hall.

When the time came for the
forum to begin, the only people
present were the candidates, some
of the campaign leaders, DSU Vice
President Academic Chris Lydon
(who had arrived with the obvi-
ously unnecessary microphone),
and a sign-language interpreter
hired by the DSU.

There were two students qui-
etly eating dinner in the cafete-
ria, but when it was suggested

to them that they listen to the
candidates’ speeches, they
quickly left, pausing only to stuff
their pockets with bananas.
The only actual jobs up for
contention in the October 11, 12,
and 13 by-election are the two

positions of Student Senate Rep- -

resentative, for which Drew
Campbell and Shannon Crowell
are running unopposed. Voting
for the senate positions takes
place on October 11 and 12 only.

Other items include three ref-
erendum questions and two
plebiscites.

The first question asks stu-
dents if they support a $25 per
full-time student ($20 per part-

' Would also not comment on the situation.
. 1'-:-However Daihous:e spokeswoman Maniyu

time student) per year levy for a
five-year “Capital [deas Cam-
paign.” Lilli Ju, Executive Vice
President of the DSU, said this
came about when the University
asked the student union to make
a contribution to their $36 mil-
lion capital campaign.

“This is more of a symbolic
act,” she said, explaining how
the university is better armed to
elicit funds from alumni and cor-
porations with some money from
the students in hand. That be-
ing said, she added that the stu-
dent union will have some
control over where the money
gets spent.

..cont'd on page 17: "ELECTION"
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; nelther confirm nor deny that it alIegedly took -
place in the Dal security ofﬁce, o

The alleged incident was not of a violent na-
ture, but involved touching, acaordmg to Ccm— '
stable Gary Martin.
~ Nobody at the Dalho
‘would comment on the situation, except to re-
ler questions to the publit: relations department

e secunty oi’ﬁces

“With more cuts to spending
[from the [ederal government], we
are getting more pressure on us
to be more sovereigntist,” he said.

“Last year, we put a lot of
pressure on the federal govern-
ment, but we didn't get any re-
sponse to our request. [t is
difficult for us to be interested in
staying in Canada.”

Instead, Rebello feels Québec
students would benefit under a
sovereign Québec by eliminating
the Canadian federal govern-
ment's role in education funding.

“If we want to be sure that
universities and education in
Québec can be financed effi-
ciently, we can be more sure if
we pay our tax only in Québec.”

But many students, especially
at English universities in the
province, are worried about the
future of post-secondary educa-
tion in an independent Québec.

“It could mean an aversion of
out-ol-province students [to
come] to Québec, most of whom
are English,” said Jonathon
Carruthers, president of
Concordia's students’ council. “It
could affect enrolment for Eng-
lish universities.”

Matt Wilson, a vice-president
of Bishop's University student
council, also said there are fears
that a Yes win in the referendum
could hurt the small English uni-
versity. With cuts to post-second-
ary education, he fears that the
government would not support
all three English universities that
currently exist in the province.

“At some point, it would mean
the end of Bishop's,” Wilson said.
“McGill and Concordia don't
have as much to lose.”

But Nick Benedict, a student-
council vice-president at McGill,
says such fears are misplaced.

“Differential financing based
on language ended 20 years
ago,” he said. “We have to have
more confidence in Québec soci-
ety. It's not that way. That's not
to say there wouldn’t be prob-
lems for McGill in a sovereign
Québec, but a lot of the fear
mongering is misplaced. It relies
on the false prejudice that
Québecers are more racist than
anyone else.”

...vont'd on page 17: "QUEBEC”




