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T HERE is ony one class o *f people who observe Christmas; andthat is the children. Tbe chidren may be of any age you
like; but theymust-for the nonce-be children. A sensible

aduit can no more enjoy Christmas fhan she can nurse a doli or than
lie cani spin a top. She or lie may go through the motions, either
i11 doll-nursing or in Cliristmas-ing, but they miss the spirit, the
g0,enuine pleasuire, tbe soul of the Vhing. Now it is flot the easiest
task in the worid for those of us who miust play at 'being "grown-
uips" for fifty-one weeks out of the year, to manage to get rid of this
cumberous pose ail at once for the glorified fifty-second week. We
have been so accuistomned to taking t'hings seriousiy and sensibly that
the play of childbood comnes bard to us. Consequently we should
seek help from t1-ie forms of play; for the symbol wiii' sometimes
aw'akeni the spirit, no matter wbat an unromantic age may say of
idolatry.* * *

N 0W the forms of tlie Christmas play are many and deiigbtfiul.
We can have a Christmnas tree if we like, and get our presents

from its lghted branches. Or we can go fartber back into the nur-
sery stili and "bang up our stockings" in front of tbe grate, and pre-
tend that Santa Claus bas corne down during the niglit and filled
them with the ioveiy things wbicb every one of uis then proceeds ta
"guess" back to the giver. To the adult, this is very sîlly ; but-as 1
have said-the aduit has no place in the Cbristmnas festival. Except
ve become "as a Jittle cbild," v~e "sfiail not enter" in. Adults cati
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care-free and excited as a six-year-old under the spreading Christrna
tree; but they feel the weight of the years when it cornes to sittin
down at the weii-spread table. Uowever, wve ail sbould read th,
charming book of janvier's-"The Christmas Kaiends of Provence'
and see how the eiders of that fascinating and ever-youthful ian,
joîn in the Christmas festivities. Winter touches Provence with
tender hand; and the winter of age is quite as kindly. But -%,-
Canadians, thougli we have winter in our streets, need not let it bîi
into our haearts.

TINTERNATIONAL golf between Presi.dent-elect Taft an
AOpposition Leader-elect Borden, with a couple of "seconds" I

make up a foursorne, was flot sucb bad international poiitics in il
way. We ail like Taft better because he piays golf; and wh
shouldn't our American cousins, who are at Ieast as fond of gain(
as we are, like Bordîen better because lie swinigs a "brassie" too?
gives a human touch to these striking figures wbo stride the wori
like Colossi and seem at times to be about as personal as a battleshi,
How much of President Rooseveit's popularity is due to bis garni,
someness, ît woui'd be hard to calculate; but.hîs people love to thir
of him bestride a fiery horse or chasîng the wiid beast to his lair c
even in tennis flannels feaching a foreign diplomat that America ci
produce adepts at Society' game as well as the.*idie courts
Europe- C£Ieveland neyer was nearer to, the hearts of bis countr
men than when lie was sorting bis uines to "go fishing"ý-probab'
with "Joe" Jefferson; and poor McKinley seemýed less human b
cause we did not know whlat garne he played at.

A LL the worid loves a sport. Balfour is at home on the golf lini
and Rosebery had a passionate -desire to own a Derby winni

until lie acbieved bis ambition; and tliey are probabiy the two mo
popular, men in a personal sense in Britain. "Joe" Chamrberla
achieved immense popularity in spite of the fact that lie would ni
even walk when lie could get a hansom; but it was miore a politioý
than a personal liking that the people had for him. They loved hiî
chiefly as a good figliter; and fighting. is one of the mosjt populari
British sports. StilI, public men can get very near to the hearts
the people without piaying at games, as Mr. Gladstone anid S
Wilfrid Laurier attest; but it requires a quite exceptional genius
overcome týhis handicap. Then these men stood as past m asters
the great game of oratory. Probably there is no art which ti
g1reat mass of the people love quite s0 passionateiy as the electr
art of eloquence. It lifts a mian over the heads of bis feliows ai
makes him suiperior to ail the little miles by obedience to whiA
lesser men
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