
CANAIIAN COURIER

EN ROUTEFROM DEMERARA
Our Special Commissioner to the West Indies has completed her jour-

ney to Demnerara and return. This week's letter is written fromn Antigua.
Next week's letter, the last of the series, will be profus.ely illustrated from
exceptional photographs.

Off Antigua; 13th May, 1909.

Dear Mr 1,ýdifor-

Sisîce leaving Triniidad wec have paid our return
visits to Barbados and Domninica. I have already
told you somnething of what I saw on our downward
trip and niow homeward bound, I have tried to see
a littie more. Fromn a picturesque point of yiew
Bar'bados lacks somiething, owing to the absence of
surrounding high hilîs, but the capital, Bridgetown,
is in itself an initeresting town and the public build-
ings, as I think I mentioned, are handsomne and
worth a visit. I was particularly pleased with the
Anglican Cathedral; it is mnuchi eIder thian I-had ex-
pected, somne of the miany vaults in the nave dating
from about 165o. Bridgetown boasts no electric car
service, but the open trams drawn by mules afford
pleasant, runs. Takiug one of these to Hastings, I
had an opportunity of seeing- somnething of the result
of the withdrawal of the British troops, in the vast
collection of empty buildings, once occupied by the
garrison, and buiît at enormious expense. If the
Empire had somne of that wasted mioney 110w we
might put it to better use.

From Barbados we came to St. Luicia, wbich
island was niew to me, flot being included in the
itinerary of the outward voyage. As at the former
place, the native boys indu-lge ini really splendid
diving conitests for coins thrown by the passengers
on the steamers. I have witnessed the saine thing
in the bay of Naples in comparatively shallow water,
whereas in the West Indies it is quite "a deep sea
fishing" comipetition. l'le little I saw of St. Lucia
imipressed mie very favourably. At Castries, the
chief town. we had the great ailvanitage of getting
right Up to the wharf. Thie Dahome's only bi1sineýs
at this port was to take on water and coal. Th e
former 'bears an excellent reputation and as the
coaiing process is carried on aknost entirely by na-
tive wvomen, eachi bearing a basket with a load of
about one huindred pounds, on 'her head, it is a most

intristiwif oiewhnt dnistv -içYhf. Mv vîsit to

ack's agents, wlio accompanie4l me
ore away such a bouquet of roses,
ýipanni as would have been the
'îng in a northern latitude.
LI of Castries varies considerably
ie other îslands owing to the quan-
rk emiployed in its mural decoration.
er portion of this bears very visible
earthquace which took place here
Later in the day I came unexpect-
edral again and found a very large
embled for evening service, which
h of May is held here every night.
, returned to Dominica for an al

Resunîing our drive we arrîved at my host's resi-
dence, "Wall house Estate," and there 1 experienced
some of the hospitality wbich bas earned for hiim tbe
title of "prince of enitertainers." After lunch I had
a glimpse at sorte of the photos and curios brought
back from many of the foreign lands bie bas visited,
and then "inexorable time" ordered out the carniage
igain and we returned to the little town of Roseau
by way of tbe botanical gardens, wbicb I bad previ-
ously seen and wbich are equal in beauty to many
others which are the pride of the "B. W. I." and
British Guiana. The Roman Catbolîc cathedral 1
found well wortby of a visit and the "vista" fromi
one of its open doors into the well kept gardens of
the adjoining bandsomre presbytery made a most
beautiful picture. Shortly after I returnied to the Da-
home and we left the fair island of Dominica about
5 p.mi. Unitil dinner timie we had lovely coast views,
after wbich darkness set in and we were out at sea
once more.

This morning found us off tbe harbour of St.
John, Antigua. It is a very long and sometimes, as
to-day, a very rough row ashore. I biad three
negroes and the poor fellows bad a pretty tough

timie taking nie over, being frequently drencbed by
the water we were shipping, which often splashed
uip to me in the stern. However, though rough, I
),Nas very gla 'd 1 made the passage, 'for Antigua
proved much more interesting than I had anticipated
from its appearance out at sea. From the roadstead,
the twin towers of the Anglican cathedral had made
a most imposing landmnark, and I was in no way
disappointed by a visit to the interior. I have neyer
seen an exactly simnilar building. Outwardly it is of
stone, inwardly of wood, eaeh being independenit of
the other, so designed to withstand earthquakes, one
of whicb in 1843 destroyed the former ancient edi-
fice, and the devastating power of which is 'amply
shown in the shattered condition of some handsorne
but very old tombstones in the surrounding chtsrch-
yard. The public library is a most creditable in-
stitution ansd the botanical gardens, which like the
similar beautiful enclosures of the other islands, are
cbarmingly situated on rising grounid a short way
out from the city.

Even Antigua is flot without its tragedies.
Passing by the court bouse I was attraeted by-
the stir of people on the steps to go up to ascertai nthe cause. Lookinig in one of the open windows I
had a miomentary glimDrse of the interior and learned
that it was the trial of a woman for the murder of
a little girl of eleven. 1 had no0 timre to wait, per-
haps, so much the better. Relturnîng to the wharf
I was fortunate in finding the harbour Iaunch on the
point of starting and stepping on board had a pleas-
ant steam over to the Dahome.

Yours truly,
SIDNFY A. GIBSON.

CANADIAN PRESBYTIERIANISM
By DR. QUI LL

TFE Geiieral Assembly is the anial reviewof Presbyterianismi in Canada. As its men
and measures belong to the national assets
the o 'peniing of its Barliament ini Hamilton

on Junie 2n1d is of great publie interest.
The officers of this suipremie chuirch court are

fe\w and its procedure simple. The chairmatn or
president bears the striking titie of Moderator-a
terni of HuLgenot descent, like the veteran preshyter
who at present graces the position. The office is a
poptilar gift and insures a year of many hionours.
Ini derical etiquette lie becomes "the Very Rever-
end(," and of Frederick B. DuVal, it may be said
that no0 naine has been added to this very select Iist
of 'the Fathers" wbo measures Up better to the
traditions of " a learned and godly divine."

Two joint-clerks, Dr. R. Campbell of Montreal,
and Dr. J. Sonierville of Toronto, hold the keys and
decipher the documents. In tbemn are to be found
distinct types of "Aul-kirk" and "Free," and are
thus glowing proofs of the blessings of "the Union."
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