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h ~~ A FEW PAGES PREPARED TO MY LADY'S TASTE- ,4

A We See
The Homemnade Hat

JS tbere anytbing more irritatlng than the stomy
of the homemade hat, as toid by the popularjjournal? It sounds ao ridiculously easy when

0fyou read about the shape and the wire, tbe scrap
ofribbon, whlch you can buy as a remnant at a price

wblcb 18 absolutely absurd, the few roses wblcb you
purcliase, at an abjectly reduced figure, tbat you
enter upon thie taak of bat-manufacture with a
courage whlch makes you prend of your own temerity.
After ail, why sbouidn't you make your own bat?
Why ahould you swell the coffers of millionaire mil-
liners, wben you know, just as well as tbey, what ls
becoming to your bead and bow It may
be acbleved? S0 you buy your rlbbon
and roses, Invest in a queer skeletony
affair, whIcb la the "aliape"l and set out,
by the aid of a fashion magazine, to
transform the raw material Into a crea-
tion whlch yen would neyer know from
a Paris lmported chapeau.

Then the blessed sbape begins to ex-
hibit that depravity wblch iurks ln any-
thlng by which we -hope to economize,
It falla off the table, rolîs under chairs,
gets stepped on and refuses to stand
stili for a moment, wlile we try pinning
the flowers on thie right aide ln a droopy
bunob and erecting the rlbbon ln a fierce
and rampant bow, somewhere near tbe
north-west corner of thie structure. We
read the article carefuliy, giare at thie
Illustrations and determIne t.e try again.
But the shape la absoiutely Irrecon-
cilable wltli anythlng smart or modîab.
The bat smimka at us ln a bopelessiy
Mary Ami faalon, and thie roses Io0k
as If they were the very iaat of tbe
summor before laat. Thie ribbon aureiy
looks mucli clieaper tlian It dld on thie
counter, and you Wiah yon had bougbt ,

somethlng neat andsimp)le, with very
lttie trlmming, at theI Handsome Rat
Sbop. Aiter ail, It la botter to have
only one bat In a season, and have soma-
thing wltb an "air" to ItL Tben a scornl-
fui young brotlier arrives on the acene
and memarka In a loua volce on "the
fierce lld," and you decide to give it;:è
away for sweet charity.

"This la aomething I'm trlmming for
the mission," you explain, blandly, and
the seventli daughter of a Hungarlan Though les
Immigrant profita by your amateur seen enjoyl
millnery. gay

0f ail base delusIens and onarea whicb
make the lot of tlie would-be ecenomizer a bard
and mlsunderstood way, the homemade bat le the
moat begullng and treacherous.

The SpeciOus Article
HE la Ono 0f the offensive articles, taring at

Eme as I write. It ls not ln a journal espDeclaliy
deslgned for women's readlng, but Io In the

"Strand," almoat bealde a dellgbtful W. W. JaCoba'
atomy. "Wba>t You Can Do Witb One Hat" la the be-
guiling niame 0f this production, whlcbi proceeda to
Informn you of aIl the ways la wblcb a plain shape
of black Pedal straw May be ManIpuiated. The brlm
la about four Inches wide and ls wlmed round the
edge, the wire of course being neatiy bidden by the
"'iarm" or edging of straw. The Illustrations are
very fetching, lndeed, too good te be true, and the
,story whicb la toid la one of those llgbt and almy bits
of fiction w'bloh 1w'. yen into experiments wblcb end
in mortifled vanlty and vexation cf spirit Theme
are about fifteen different bats shown, ail made from
varlous twistings and turnings of that same Pedal
straw shape, and, of course, the fair face beneath
tbe bat looks cbarmlngly youtbful and innocent ln
ail guises and diogulses. Yon belleve Yo>u wIll buy
sncb a shape to-mlorrow, also the two yards of mlbbon,
the quilis, the roses, the droeplng plumes and the
tralilng fruit vines, so eioquently descrlbed. You,
also, wiil have a variety of bats, at a minimum of
outiay. Weii, don't say that I did net warn you, when
you find that the rlbbon wili not ioop ight, the roses
twist about and turu their faces from the brlm in

Others
the moat contrary fashion, the plumes flop about in
a draggled condition and the 'bat realiy looka as if
you had made i yonrseif.

Once ln a whIle there is a woman who really can
trim bats, to make them. look like the pedeatalled
triumpbs ln the amartest sbopa.

Womnanliness and Its Negative
SOMEONE asked the other day: "Wbat ls Femin-

sm?" and ne one present seemed able te answer
tbe question. "Tbe new woman"' and "the

higber education of woman" were tbe mat popular
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answers to the query, but theSe are, at best, Indefinite
repies. In trutb, It la most diffleuit te define thia
lateat '«ism." One woman gave It au ber Opinion
that "It meanit the very essence of the Fiternai

"There la neotblng womanly about Femfilm," com-
mented a man critie swoeplngiy. "Feminism la
esaentlaliy nnwomanly.'

Here cornes that adjective again, witb ail Its
varions applications. "I deteat smoking for woman,"
ad a dainty girl, the otber day. "It's so unwomnanly."

4"Yet the Tumkiab women smoke babltualiy, and
think we are shaineless and dreadful; because we go
about wltb iýnveiIed faces," said another girl.

"'Smoking," sa1id a man, dubiously, "I don't want
any weman relatait to me to indulge In tbe habit-
but the other man's alater may do as ahe lkes. I
don't want te see a wonian aimoke, any more than I
want te sec a man do Irish crochet."

"But It naed te ýbe consldemed unwomanly to) ride
a bOIcyl, sad a Young person wbo la said to bave
a weakneas for the "sly cigaret.

««And It was moat unwomaniy to stndy mathematîca
or science or SIy poetry boyond LetItia Landon snd
Felicia Hemans," said a 'Vars;ity girl. "It seema as
if the womanliness of one age were tlie affectation of
another.

"Juat a few yearas ago, It was megarded as a sbocklng
thlng for woman to ride astrIde ber Amab steed," said
the Young athiete, 'Wbo la famous at basket-'ball lu
one of our best girls' ajchools. "'Yet, at the Canadien
Horse Show, lu Toronto, last mouth, oue of the mout
graceful and charmlng equestriennes mode ln that

fashion. She was applauded by the women qulte as
warmly as by the men."

"lt's a Most Inconsistent world," sald -the girl who
wants a vote; "no man ever protested wben lie saw
a woman scrubblng a iloor, waslIn the windows or
cllmblng a step-ladder to brush off the celllng, that
it was an unwomanly task-but the coarse work of
casting a ballot la degrading."

The Women of UlsterIN the present turmoll about Irish affairs, It doos
not seem a favourable moment for propbecy as
to the politicai outeome. Bloodsbed in froland

would be no new "situation," but lt Io the hope of aI
British subjeets that sncb a sad crIsia may be averted.
Tbe Canadian who regards Ulster's opposition as a
pretence or a passing whim la making a profound
mistake In bis racial Judgment. Ulster may be riglit

or wrong, but she ls empbatlcally In
earnest. In the United States, It ls the

lep",_ custom to refer to Ulster people as
~'Scotch-Irish. This la etymological, as

well as temperamental error. Mr. Ches-
terton, In bis book on George Bernard
Shiaw, cornes nearer to, an understand-
ing and estimate of the Nortb of Ireland
people than any other wrlter. You
might as well caîl a Boston Adams an
Englishman as caîl an Ulster Roberts
a Scot.

The women of Ulster are an unusually
well-informed class, in matters of local
history and politica, and their Influence
in the oarly tralnlng 0f the youth of the
country Is Incalculable. The religion of
Ulster bas been sneered at, by tbose
wbose only-Niews on that subject are
a cbeap and easy atheism. The Ulster
women have not reglatered votes, but
tbey bave formed and strengtbened
convictions wblch It will flot be easy for
any opportunlst to shake.ER.

Women as Office Holders

A CONSIDERABLE dIsturbance, waa
fr.created In a proinent organIza-

tion of women two or tliree years
ago ove? the fact that one womsan had
beldi the presldency of the organization

Sfor ten years and gave no signa 0f being
~'willing to allow any one to succeed lier.

Tbis led to a smail scene and some
beartýbnrnng, but ln thie end a new
president was chosen.

A simillar situation exista In the Inter-iyaity Is here national Council of, Women, which meets
lady of that once every five years, and whicli lashow. meeting this year at Rome. Lady Aber-

deen lias been president of thia organi-
zation for about twenty yeara, and apparently bas
bad no Idea of retirIng. A recent dlspatch States that
there was a movement to detln ler, but later news
tells of lier re-election.

It la unfortunate tliat leading women sliouid aliow
tbemaeve to bepersuaded to accept so mfafly re-
electiona to Office. tn the men's Canadian clubs,
whlch are scattered over the country, It la a usual
thlng for tbe preuldont to be changed every year.
If a Man tried to ixold the Office for more than one
year lie would Incur the dIapleasure of Is fellows
and bis reputation would be aerloual1y lmpaired. Intbe Canadian Club of Toronto, for example, tbere are
about thirteen memberson the Executive. At the last
annual. meeting eleven of tbe men chosen for the
next year were not on the Executive In the previons
Year. The aecretary became prealdent and the puat-prealdent reMaIned on the Executîve ex-officto.Otherwlse thie Executive 1a entirely new. This May
be radical, but It prevents dissatisfaction.

If womnen were to make It a rul tbat in ail theirorganisations no person should bie asked te occupy
the office of president for more than one year, they
Would flnd the resulit mucli more satisfactory. Sucli
a mule wouid add dIgnltY to the organisation by givlng
It a large number Of Past-presldents wbo would
naturally continue to take an active Interest ln Itg
affaira. Parther, sncb a Plan Provides for the con-
stant infusion of new blond and new ldeas, and makea
for progresa. The oid Idea, thet the longer a person
boida office the more capable and efficlent that Ver-son becomea, la an exploded tbliecry so tr as Social
organisations are concerne&.


