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WHlFTI-IER I deserved the reputation I gaineddnring a three months' leave, I shail allow
the readers of the following limes to judge.

About fifteen years ago, as a subaltern in India, I
obtained three mnonths' leave with tlie object of spend-
ing it in Kashmnere shooting Big Game. I took
great pains with mny kit and having purchased two ex-
cellent rifles, one grilling afternoon saw me leave mny
station in the plains for Goulmerg, then the centre of
attraction in Rashmrere, where 1 inteinded to stay for a
day or two in order to procure ' good shikari* and to
look up one or two friends who had offered to give me
the benefit of their experiences.

Before I proceed amy furtier I sliould state that not
being a red hot favQurlte with miy colonel I had ex-
periemced no little difficulty in obtaining iny leave, in
fact it was only when I mnentioned that I imtended
shooting Big Gamne that lie condescended ta, forward mny
leave aDvlication to the General, and tien onlv to save

Well, it turned out in mny case that the spirit was
iite willing but the flesh was deplorably weak, for
heu, after two sweltering days spent ini the train, and
jolting, livershaking one spent in trying to retain my
at in a Tonga, t I arrived at Murree and saw the
>ifortable quarters that had been prepared for mie at
owell's hotel I decided ta defer the continuation of my
urney to Goulnierg for a few days and to enjoy the
)niforts of Murree. The days passed quickly and
ngthened into weeks, there was plenty of gaiety, pic-

cniderably what wicked angel had influenced miy con-
science'to so great an extent as to cause me to leave
my comfortable quarters and ail my charming part.ners
at tennis and bails in order to endure sucli untold dis-
comnforts, and after I hiad more than once vowed that
neyer agaia when applying for leave would I specify
either mny object or mny destination, I arrived at a Dak-
bungalow ý wliere I was to sleep the ilit and wliere mny
ponies were waiting for mie. With a great joy I dragged
my aching self fromn that conveyance and with a still
greater joy 1 was soon splashing in a hiot tub which my
excellent bearer had imnmediately procured for mie, having
purloined a kettie of hot water from the bearer of an-
other Sahib** whIist his back was turned, however, that
was no conceru, of mine, and as my bearer was a
Pathan who stood over six feet I felt sure that I should
not be annoyed by any considerable wrangling in the
comipoun-d when the inatter of lis annexing the bot
water was discovered.

Mfter having had a fair dinner I retired early and
did not wake the next morning tiil the bearer informied
me that miy ponies were ready. Hastily dressing and
disposiag of breakfast I watched my kit paeked onto a
pony, and, mounting another, mny littie caravan comi-
mlenced its mnardi, a inardi which was going to gain for
nie, without any undue zeal or any evil intention on my
part, a reputation as a Shikari with mnany, and as a
Poacher with one disappointed individual.

On the evening of the seventh day of nmy mnatch 1
passed a n~ative on the road who got into conversation
with mny bearer whicli resulted in the pair of theni riun-
ning after me to inforrn me that within a few hundred
yards of me there was a very large stag, with enormnous
antiers and that I could, without any diffiçculty, approacli
close enough to get a shot at once; ,aow I knew very
weil that it was the customn in Kashmere then for a
sportsmnan who had arrived early in the season and
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