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The Year 1913

In reviewing the events of tht ear è n
nmight be 'expected to begin by refernng to
matters of -world wide nterest. Human
nature is suéb, however, th4t it unduly
magnifies the importance of the personai and
the local.- The hili in every neigbborhood is
greater than. the distant mountain. The
appointment of a village councillor is a more
notable event than the choiqe of a leader for
the nation.

Tc people of Western Canada there has
ýeen not'hing of greater interest- than the'
harvesting Of the girpr. Nor bas the inter-
est been con - --e4 to 'ueWest, for people in
ail parts of the Dominion, and in ail parts
of the Empire, as well as citizens of -the
United States, have been as observant of our
conditions as if they were on the ground.
Our prosperity is now a matter of concern
to ail the nations, since we art coming to be
known as the grain groWers for the world.
It is no small venture, this of planting
millions of acres,, of waiting in hope and
patience duri.ng -the long summer *months,
now yearnin g for rain now wishing for
wind; at one time fearful of hail and at
another time fearful of frost. Even when
at last the -harvest bas been gathered, there
ire the long anxious days until the threshing
is completed and the grain safely trýns-
ported to its destination. This- year there
is much reason for thankfulness. No ireat
calamity bas befallen us at, any stage. Sb
bountiful bas the hatvest been that the lead-
ing financial journal of the 'Motherland
frankly avows it to be the outstanding
marvel of the year. It was indeed a great
harvest notwitbstanding the fact that the
price received was lower than it should have
been, and though much of the *money re-
ceived neyer went into genetal &iculation,
but belped to pay-th 'e banks and implement
dealers wbat was due on old accounts. The
general efect bas been to create i n the West
a feeling of security and optimism, and in
the Empire a spiritof confidence that the
prairie provinces are well able to supply the
Lworld with bread.

It would be strange, if along with the
song of rejoicing there was pot also to be
beard a littie of the deep undertone of comn-
plaint that is growin.g louder and louder in
ail the towns and chies of the continent.
Indeed, as people usually have more to say
about their hardships than their blessings,
it is flot wonderful that there should be more
time spent in complaining of the increased
cost of living than in rejoicing ov er the fact
that of ail lands we have reason to be most
thankfuil. There is indeed good reason for
feeling uneasy over the increase in the cost
of living. It would not be so grievous if the
increase in earning power were growing in
the samne proportion. ]But sucli is not the
case in any part of the' continent. It costs
from one-third to one-haîf more fo live than
it did five years ago; the wage increase bas
not, on the average, increased, much more
than ten per cent. Among the controllable
causes operating to advance the price of
commodities are the existing hig-h tariff and
freight rates, the formation of mergers and
combines, the imperfect system of distribu-
tion according to which so0 many middlemen
intervene between consumer and producer.
It is 'nio dùubt itrue that people are more
luxurious than 'formerly. They are not con-
tent, even, to'buy oatmneal i bulk, but mpust
pay twic e the price for it when wrapped in
dainty packages. It is time that a thorougli
investigation *was made of ail the facts in
this matter. Why should a settier near

Ginili cut a cord of wood and baul it to the
boat for a dollar, and a 'citizen -of Winnipeg
pay four dollars and a hlaf for the sanie wood
when delivered at bis borne? Why' sbould
tons of fru it be thrown ipito the.Okanagan
lakes., wben peaclies were bringing a dollar
and a quarter a crate in Manitoba?. Wby
sbould thé price of chicken -be froni twenty-
thr ee to twenty-eiglit cents in Nortb Winnf-
peg, and only -fifteen cents ?h villages a flew
miles away? Wby sbould flour manufac-
tured at our doors cost'more to us than to
people in Great Britain? It does seeni tbat

-the 'problem cof -the coningyear la -tovgetat--
the facts with regard to cost of production

*and consumption, so that a remedy auay, be
found 'for the conditions under which we
suifer. Tht sUiffering is so wiîde spread that
a thorough- investigation is al the *More
necessary.

In matteis polificai, the year, 1913- has
bee~ comparatively quiet for ail Canadians.'T h ave been so interested -lu the

proIlems of the Motberland that 1they have
for tht time Ïbeing. almost forgotten tbeir
owu. Nor is it- any wonder that interest
should be centred in Ulster 4nd.Dublip., The
most terrible calàinity that, eau befa Il any
nation is civil -ýrar, and'civil war in Great
Britain just now woulà be a double calarnity.
It is when tbe lions quarrel among tbem-
s4lves that tht jackals thrive., There are
xnany hungryr jackals waiting now. Càtn-
adians baye a finm conviction that differ-

-ences in-this matter will be aicably ad-
justed, èven if ail parties have to yield sorne-

*thing either for the time or, for ail time. It
is not for us to1 regret struggles of this
nature. The road to progress is beset with
mnany obstacles. Without struggle tbere is
no developrnent. B rit.ain will conle out of
this struggle, a stronger and a greater nation;
for she will take one stcp imore in tliat long
mardi h Ee fbas been making towairds
religious and politiical freedoni.

.Quitje as interesting to Canadians, thougli
the interest' is of. a different -kin.d, is the
tempest in Mexico. -It is not Mexico that
interests us, not Huerta nor'bis political
opponents. It is President Wilson, who is
attemptiig to bning order out of disorder,
government out 'of misgovernment. That
lie will succeed in bis own tme -and bis own
way may be taken for granted. He bas as
yet failcd in no great task, and lie will not
fail in this. Taking it al in ail, the event of
1913 lias been tic entry of President Wilson
into world politics. It is not professional
politicians who always do the most or act
inost wisely in the actual administration of
aif airs.

The New Year
Lt is impossible for anyone to say wiat

will be, 1't is quite. possible for hi to give
bis opinion 'as to whatougit to be. If tie
people of Western Canada had ticir way,
here are some of the changes tliey would
make.

They would sec more settiers- on tie land,
and perhaps fewer in the towns. They would
'sce more English-speaking people, and a
smaller proportion of the foreign-born. They
would sec -every child of sciool age able to
read, speak and write tic language of the
country.

Conditions in the rural districts would be
improved.. There would be better schools,
better homes, better roads, better means of
transportation.

Conditions in the towns would alter.
There would bc lowcr prices for the neces-

sitiesof life. There would be m'ore1 attentjin'-
paid to oommunitýy we4fi.Výice ,4 .cRiime
would be less commom . ktemp.'c a*d
with. it the saloon wouId Paust*.Tê
would b. no ýpovery eas.thim -woiutd
be some approach to equality ' in the dis-,
tribution of weilth.
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Amng théreasons tha oo p- l
farm aretbthpe: A -desWére t t p à*
mnual labor, a desire for ooeis*,o
ship, a feéeling. tha t ithe I Z
.,Pportunityk fr advàneèniedt
front routiire. .iE ii feit t]Kite4h
educational facilitig,~IV
less rnonotonly. 0f course î'th .,où
fanm ofteu pictures the citytie1gr
rosy. There is a darker êtt 18 ne
known ta those who -live, in tht en'fièc
Yet there is mucli- truth inluthé t c'O'~th»
that life on thé farm 'la lonesome .'i ït
tintesliard. S..-.-

Fortunatelyi t lnet impossible,ë ë
conditions. Wih ufew pittures, .otiwýw~
chosen bocks-' ai'o~ Rapb a, f
visiting ueigbbors,the Westemr é--
say with Goldsmtith- "'Every- moraing 'awi kai
us to a repetitton- of toi, 'butlevn4
repaid it witl'ifàtaity.- Truc jyp1Nt
front within, and does'not &depend u o ex
ternal conditions. There l i 0 * eqiii -4*

thàt in the coiuntry :homüe, when arelationship exists a9mong the mçmrberS b
the famuly, and wien tié ambition ta *tne
money ddes not dwarf every- gengrous -h
stinct. "Back to the Land'-not on-ly
-because the land is tic source of wealtb, but
al5o becaus 'e in spite of inconiveniences, the'
rural -home is în place wien life unfolds
most fully'and natural ly., Lt is wiere a man

hga chancq, to breMate pure air, look at the
ptârs, and ipeak with- God.
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