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s A British Fleet Sets Sail « -omas

‘Written for The Western Home Monthly by Patrick Vau:

OTHING is more symbolical
of the British Navy, that has

. kept the Home Isles from in-

vasion, pent up the German

navy inside its most amply
mined home-waters, and safely convoyed
many millions of troops to the various
seats of the war, than sight of a squadron
of its vessels setting sail. - It demonstrates
gigantic might handled with an ease and
exactness that are mathematical in their
certainty. .

The Squadron that put into port yester-
day to %ll bunkers and ship stores, is
about to weigh anchor and rejoin the
Grand Fleet somewhere up in the North
Sea. On board our battleship a small

roup of officers stand on the upper
bridge that looks down sixty feet and more
on the tide as it gurgles and splashes
against her thick steel sides. The captain
talks with his navigating lieutenant, and
the commander close by, eyeing all things,
his telescope, shuttered against the damp,
swinging to and fro. Qut on the ver
edge of the upper bridge is a small signal-
midshipman, his cap jammed down on his
head, for the breeze is gusty, and his
telescope laid on the Flagship that lies
over two miles away.

The Squadron itself is lying in lines of
column ahead, forming a square, the
Senior and Junior Flag Officers in their
respective battleships in the van of the
columns in-shore.

On the lower bridge of our battleship
the officer of the watch is speaking with
the first lieutenant for a moment or two

long “at” the dip,’ whose signal-men
falter ever so littie in clipping the flying
flags together, or whose wheel does not
go over just exactly with the rest at his
order ‘“down,” at which the vessels all
turn, on its coming to him in a motion
of the CI.C’s own hand. What the
signal-boatswain in the Flagship does not
record, the Admiral does not see; but,
when he does take note, then the entire
world of that fleet must see, for the “eyes”’
of each unit are glued to his distant bridge.

Already, however, the C.1.Cs signal
has fluttered down, but the next second
another string of two-coloured flags goes
up from her signal bridge. Again our
signal-midshipman springs across the
bridge to the captan, who has been
glancing up at the bright pennant broken
at his high yard arm to signify the cable
has now been shortened in. “Weigh
anchor, sir,” he reports, and the com-
mander takes his part, and a sharp order
is jerked out by him. There is ag)xrilling
of boatswain’s pipes, and hoarse voices
repeat the order from deck to deck below.
As the last answering pennant in the fleet
reaches its place, the Flagship’s hoist spins
down. “Weigh, sir,” says the signal-
midshipman to his C.O. And before very
long all the anchors in the Fleet are up,
and secured, each on its sloping bill-board,
and the same pennant is flying, in ac-
knowledgment of the accomplished order,
at every lower yard-arm.

Again the Flagship’s fore is covered
with sudden bunting, and signal-logs are
fiercely busy on each bridge. The answer-
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The above British Naval Official picture
Admiral and his cfficers boarding H.M.S.
arrange the terms O
German Navy is here
ships ladder.

before the latter goes forward to_the bows.
On the small wooden grating at the wheel
stands the helmsman, and, by the compass
three feet away, the quarter-master, close
to the bell-mouth of one .of the large
speaking tubes from the upper bridge.
On either side are the bluejackets at the
telegraphs, which transmit the orders to
the engine-room deep below. Signalmen
are busy. Some are rolling back the
canvas covers in front of the flag lpckers,
and some are casting loose the innum-
erable halliards leading down from the
single mast and yardarms above. The
chief yeoman, with peaked cap and brass-
buttoned coat that bears crossed signal
flags on the collar, is intently gazing,
telescope at his eye, where, clean to wind-
ward, across the ordered lines, there
streams the Cross of St. George, red on
white, betokening the Admiral. )
Suddenly, just above the Flagship’s
bridge, three small dots break into colour,
and the first-lieutenant scurries away,
being responsible for weighing anchor.
The flags stand on the wind stiff as boards,

of which only the ends are visible. But .

already hawk eyes have read the bunting.

The signal-midshipman leaps across the
upper bridge, ‘“‘Shorten into two shackles,
sir,” he said, and the commanding officer
nods. The chief yeoman has thrown a
glance at the answering pennant already
spinning up its halliard. The signal-
midshipman, and hé;%nd all his men,
know full well there is an eagle vision on
board the Flagship—that of the signal-
hoatswain, who is the very eye of the
Admiral—and woe betides that vessel
whole answering pennant remains too

f surrender of the German High Seas

is the first to arrive in tl}is country of the German
S. Queen Elizabeth, Admiral Beatty’s Flagship, to

Fleet. Admiral Meurer, of the
k of the battleship, after coming up the

seen stepping upon the deq )
He was accompanied by a submarine and a Zeppelin commander who are
following close behind, to arrange t

he terms of the surrender.

ing pennants rise and fall on the wind
almost as one. ‘To repeat the signal,
sir,” reports the signal-midshipman, taking
the telescope from his ege as he reads the
next far-away hoist, then going to the
bridge-rail watches the signal staff below
swift-handed and decisive clip together
the flags of the “repeat’ to whip them
aloft. ‘Signal's down, sir,’ he cries as
the hoist flutters down in a curve against
the breeze.

«Half-ahead, starboard. Half-astern,
port. Helm hard a-starboard. The C.O.
voices the signalled order for units to turn
together N.E. speaking into the lower
bridge voice-tube. Each bluejacket as
the case may be at the engineroom tele-
graphs, one on each side of the wheel,
drives the levers over, repeating the
order as he marks the tell-tale his side of
the funnel casings begin its even grinding
as its main engines get under way. The
wheel is put over, and as the screws com-
mence to revolve the huge vessel turns

on her heel.

«Form divisions in line ahead to port,
columns ten cables apart, sir,” the signal-
midshipman rattles off, telescope to his
straining eye as the Flagship drapes her-
self afresh in bunting, “speed fifteen knots.
Cruisers to take station six cables star-
board -beam of Flagship, sir.” And al-
ready as the last great hoist comes down
the inshore battleships are moving, the
Flagship heading the columns for the
open sea. In ten minutes the Fleet is
steaming out toward the North Sea in
exact formation—part .of the world’s
mightiest phalanx of steam, steel, guns,

and personnel.
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