
THE WESTERN HOME MONTHLY

*mlimmuml A British Fleet Sets Sait lm
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if THING 18 more symbolicalIlof the British Navy, that has
Ilkept the Home Isdes froin in-
Ilvasion, pent up the Genman

navy inside its most amply
mined home-waters, and safely convoyed
many millions of troops to the various
seats of the war, than sght of a squadron
of its vessels aetting sail.- It demonstrates
gigantic might handled with an ease and
exactiiess that are mathematical in1 their
certainty.

The S uadron that put into port yester-
day to lu1 bunkers and sip stores, is
about to weigh anchor and rejoin the
Grand Fleet aomewhere up in the North
sea. On board our battleship a smal
group of officers stand on the upper
bridge that looks down sixty feet and more
on the tide as it gurgies and spiashes
against her thick steel ides. The captain
talks with bis navigatiug lieutenant, and
the commander close by, eyeiug ail tbings,
bis telescope, shuttered against the damp,
swinging to and fro. Out on the ver
edge of the upper bridge 18 a smail signaI-
midshipman, bis cap jammed down on his
head, for the breeze 18 gusty, and his
telescope laid on the Flagship that lies
ove!' two miles away.

The Squadrop itself is lying in lUnes of
column ahead, forming a square, the
Senior and Junior Flag Off oers i their
respective battleships in the van of the
columnnain-shore.

On the iower bridge of our battieship
the officer of the watch 18 speaking with
the first lieutenant for a moment or two

long Ilat the dip,' whose signal-men
falter ever se littie in cipping the flying
fiags together, or whose wheel does not
go over just exactly with the rest at bis
order "ldown," at wbich the vessels ail
turn, on its coming to him in a motion
of the C.I.0.'s oNrn baud. What the
signal-boatswain in the Flagship does net
record, the Admirai does :not see; 'but,
when he does take note, then the entire
world of that fleet must see, for the "eyes"
of each unit are glued to bis distant bridge.

Already, however, the Cî.I.C.'s signal
has fiuttered down, but the next second
another string of two-coloured fiaÇs go"
up from her signal bridge. Agam cdur
signal-midshipman springs across the
bridge to the captamn, who has been
glanciug up at the ýright pennnt broken
at bis high yard arm te sgnify the cable
has now been shortened in. "Weigh
anchor, sir, " he reporte, and the comn-
mander takes bis part, and a sharp order
is jerked out by him.There sa sig
of boatswain's pipes, and hoarse voices
repeat the order from deck to deck below.
As the àsat answering penant mi the fleet
reaches its place, the F agshp's hoist spins
down. "weigh sir," says the signal-

m idshiman toLis .. And before very
lin agi the anchors in the Fleet aeup,
andsecured, each on its sloping bill-board,
and the same pennant is fiyim, lsa-
knowledgment of the accomplised order,,
at every iower yard-arm.

Again the Flagship's fore'18 covered
with sudden bunting, and signal-logs are
fiercely busy on each bridge. The answer-
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before the latter goes forward tothe bows.
On the small wooden gratmng at tbe wbeel
stands the helmsman, and, by the compass
tbree feet away, the quarter-master, close
to the bell-mouth of one .of the large

speaking tubes from the upper bridge.
On either side are the bluejackets at thle
telegraphs, which transmit the onders to

the ngine-noom deep below. Signalmen
are busy. Sorne are rolling back tbe

canvas covers in front of the flag lockers,
and some are casting loose the innum-
erable balliards leading down from the

single mast and yardarms above. The
chief yeoman, with peaked cap and brass-
buttoned coat that bears crossed signal
flags on the collar, is rntently gazmng,
telescope at his eye, where, dlean to wind-
ward, across the ordered Uines, there
streams the Cross of St. George, ned on
white, betokening- the Admirai.

Suddenly, just above the Flagship's
bridge' thnee amali dots break into colour,
and the first-lieutenant scunries away,
being responsible for weigb18g ancbon.
The flags stand on the wind stiff as boards,
of which only the ends are visible. But.
already bawk eyes bave nead the bunting.

The signal. midshipman1 leape across' the
upper bridge, '"Shoten into two sbackles,
sir," he said, and the commanding officer
nods. The chief yeoman bas thrown a
glance at the answeing penuant already
spinning up its balliard. The signal-
midshipman, and bh; 'ltînd al bis men,
know f ull well there is an eagle vision on
board the Flagship-tbat of the signal-
hoatswain, who 18 the very eye of the
Admial-and woe betides that vesse
whole answering pennant remains too

ing pennants riSe and fail on the wiud
almost as one. "To repea the signal,
sir," reports the signal-midshipman, taiking
the telescope from bis e ye as hie reads the
uext far-away hoist, then gomig to the
bridge-rail watches the signal staff below
swift-handed and decisive clip together
the fiags of tl'e "repeat" to wbip them
aloft. "Signal's down, si,"' he cries as
the hoist flutters dowu in a curve against
the breeze.

"IIalf-ahead, starboard. Half-ssteru,
port. Helm bard a-starboand. The 0.0.
voices the signalled order for units to turn
toeether N.B.sopeakiflg luto the lower
bridge voice-tube. Each bluejacket as
the case may be at the engmnenoom tele-
gnapbs,' one on each side of the wheel,
drives the levers over repeating tbe

order as be marks the tei-tale bis side of
the funnel casings begin its even grndng
as its main engines get under way. The
wheel is put over, and as the acrews com-
mence to revolve the buge vessel turus
on ber heel.

"Forn divisions in lime abead to port,
* columuns ten cables apart, sir," the signal-
midshipman ratties off, telescope to bis
strainiug eye as the Flagship drapes bier-
self afresb in bunting, "speed fifteen knots.
Cruisers to take station six cables star-
board irieamn of Flagslbip, ir." And al-
ready as the last great boist cornes down
the inshore battiesbips are moving, the
Flagsbip beading the columus for the
open sea. In ten minutes the Fleet is

1atearning out toward the North Sea in

exact formation-part Ao the world's

2 ~htiest pb5laflx of steai, steel, guns,
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The above British Naval Official picture is the first to arrive in this country of the German

Admirai and him cfficerS boarding H.M.S- Queen Elizabeth, Admirai Beatty's Flagship, to

arrange the termns of surrender of the *Germnan H-igh Seas Fleet. Admnirai Meure r, of the

German Navy is here seen stepping upon the deck of the battieship, after comnng up the

ships ladder. He was accomPanied by a submarifle and a Zeppelin commander wbo are

following close behind, to arrange the termas of the surrender.
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