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spreading them out in the form of a tripod. "He then
piles all the other poles round these, at half-a-foot dis-
tance from each other, and thus incloses a circle of
nearly fifteen or twenty feet in diameter. Over the poles
(if he is a good hunter, and has plenty of deer-skins), he
spreads the skin tent, leaving an opening at the top for
the egress of the smoke. If the tent be a birch-bark one,
he has it in ‘separate rolls, which are spread over the
poles, till the whole is covered. A small opening is left
facing the river or lake, which serves for a doorway; and
this is covered with an old blanket, a piece of deer-skin,
or, in some instances, by a bison-skin or buffalo robe.
The floor is covered with a layer of small pine branches,
which serve for carpet and mattress; and in the centre
is placed the wood fire, which, when blazing brightly,
gives a warmth and comfort to the slight habitation that
could scarcely be believed. Here the Indian spends a
few days or weeks, according to the amount of game in
the vicinity ; and then removes to some other place, car-
rying with him the covering of the tent, but leaving the
poles standing, as they would be cumbrous to carry in
his small canoe, and thousands can be had at every place
where he may wish to land.

The Indian canoe is an exceedingly light and graceful
little craft, and well adapted for travelling in through a
wild country, where the rivers are obstructed by long
rapids, waterfalls, and shallows. It is so light that one
man can easily carry it on his shoulders over the land,
when a waterfall obstructs his progress; and as it only




