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“ Section 195. A counter-complaint was advanced by,the Canadians. . They con-
tended that although they might still import and sell American reprints on paying the
duty, they were not allowed to re- publish British works, and to have the admntavc of
the trade, the sole benefit.of which was, in effect, secured for the Awmericans ; :in defence
of themselves against the charge of negligence in collecting the duty, they allefred that,
owing:to the vast extent of iontler and other  causes, and also from the ne«vlect of
Engllsh ,owners of copyright to. give: timely mnotice of Lopyrwht works to. the Jocal
authorities, they.bad been unable to prev ent. the introduction of American reprlnts nto
the Dominion. -

196, The Canadmne propo<ed that thej, should be allowed to re-pubhsh the ‘books
themselves under licenses from the Governor-General, and.that the publishers so licensed
should pay an excisc duty of 12 per cent. for the benefit of the authors. : It was alleged
that by-these means the Canadians would,. be able to. undersell the Ameri icans, and' so
effectually to check smuggling ;,and further that the British author would be secured
his remuneration, as the money would be certain to be collected in.the form of an Excise
duty, though it could not be collected by means of the Customs. Ob]ectlons however,
were made to the proposal, and it was not carried out.

-« 197. These considerations led to the suggestion that re-pubhcatlon should be
allowed in Canada under the authors’ sanction, and copyright granted to the authors in
the Dominion ; and upon this a question arose whether Cana(hau editions; which would
be probably much cheaper than the English, should be allowed to be imported into.the
United Kingdom and the other Colomes. e

‘The. report then proceeded to state the substance ot the Canadian Act of. 18/5 and
intimated, what was no doubt correct, that too short a time had clapsed since its
sanction, to ascertain its full effect.

In sections 206, 207, and 208 the followmo' ]lberal rccommenddtxons uele made m
favour of" the Colonies. .

% 206. We recommend that, the diff culty of secmm«r a eupply of EnOhSh hteraturt at
cheap prices, for. colonial readers be met in two ways: Ist. By the mtroductlon of .a
licensing system in the Colonies 5 and, 2nd. By coutinuing, thourrh thh alteratlons, tht,
provxswns of the Foreign Reprints Act. , :

¥207 in proposing the introduction of a ]lC(:‘l)a!l]“‘ s\ stem 1t 15, not mtended to 1ntcx-
fere with :the. power now possessed by the Lolomal LC”ISl‘ltuleu of, d¢41;110 w1th the
subject of copyright, so_far as their own, Colonics are conr'emed We 1ecommend that
in case.the owner iof a copyuoht work should not avail ‘himself, ot the Jprovisions of the
copyright . law. (if any) in a Colony, and in case. no; Jdcquate provision be made by
re-publication in.the Colony or otherwise, within a reasonable time after pubhcamon
elsewhere, for a supply of the work . sofficient for general sale and. circulation in, the
Colony, a license may, upon an application, be. gmuted 10 1e-publlah the worls, in’ the
Colony, subject to a royalty in favour of the- copyright owner of 'not less thana specxﬁed
sum per cent. on the retail price, as may be settled by any local law. . Effcetive, provision
for.the due:collection and transmlssmn to the copyrlght owner of . such royalty ehou]d be
made by such law. =

908, We do not feel that we can be more definite in our recommeudatlon than thls
nor indeed do we think that the details of snch a law could be settled by the- Imperml
Legislature. . We: should prefex to leave the settlemcnt of . such detalls ‘1o spemal
leglslatlon in cach Colony.” :

[ am unable to find that these 1ecommendatlons wore dlssnnt(.d ﬁ om; by zmy membcr
of the Commission, even by the gentleman who. represented ;the Copyright Association
of Great Britain, ‘md w hose lettcr is annexed to yom Loulshlp s Debpatch of the. ‘)ath of
March last.

_The .report. seems, to have been coucludcd on’ the 20th May 187% but the recom-‘
mendations which 1 have quoted, like so many others, in favour,of the Colonres on the
subject of:copyright, have, unfortunately, not been carried into execution.; 1., - o

Your Lordship cannot then be sarprised t]mt,qaftcr Earl Grey’s; .promise of mmc than
4G years ago, and;after more than 22 ‘years’ of agitationjon, the part. of Canada, by
addresses flom hoth ;branches of..our; Parliament,. by memmanda. flom our; Mmlster.st of
Finance, and: Agrlculture, by Minutes of. Councﬂ -and.. by statutes. passed unammous]v
in both..Houses; ‘introduced. by three.successive, Governments,. representmv oppqs;te
political opinion, and with encouragements held out at.every stage. of ithe ‘agitation; to
- expect-a reasonable and favourable comxderatlon of ons, representatlons by He1 Ma]esty s
‘Government,. the: Canadian Parliament , believed, ; i in. 1889, that the Act, then }passed to
give. effect 1o what had so often been asked for, to w hat had nevel bcen Lefused,;aud to‘
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